
WR 230 Introduction to Rhetoric and Composition 
Studies
Western Oregon University
Dr. Jason Waite
waitej(at)wou(dot)edu
HSS 302
503.838.9495
Office Hours: MW 1400-1500; T 1200-1500

Email is the best way to contact me; If you call me on the telephone, I’ll likely 
respond via email anyway.  When emailing, please put “WR 230 SP 2011” and 
your last name in the subject line.  E.g., “WR 230 SP 2011 Waite.”  If you don’t 
there’s a chance I’ll miss your email.  Monday-Thursday, If I don’t respond to an 
email within 24 hours, please resend.  If you send an email on Friday or Saturday 
and don’t hear from me by Monday, please resend.  
!            

Texts:
The readings for this class will be from various academic journals relevant to the 
field of Rhetoric and Composition.  See the reading list for details.  

Overview
This course offers a broad introduction to the academic field, rhetoric and 
composition.  We will focus most of our attention on the field’s prominent figures; 
the field’s different theoretical perspectives; and different ways that the study of 
rhetoric and composition can be put into practice, both in academia and in 
everyday life.  

Attendance
Attendance is mandatory.  You can miss two class meetings without penalty, no 
questions asked.    After that I will deduct ten points from your final grade for 
each additional absence.  If you are faced with extreme circumstances, you 
should come speak with me as soon as possible.   

Classroom Conduct
If you use your cellphone in any way (texting, etc.) during class, be 
prepared to be asked to leave the classroom. You should also be prepared 
to be asked to leave if you engage in excessive, disruptive (i.e., loud) 
chatting about things not related to class.
If for some reason you need to make yourself available for phone calls 
during class, please let me know.

DISABILITY STATEMENT



If you have a documented disability that requires academic 
accommodations at Western Oregon University, you are required to have 
your accommodations coordinated through the Office of Disability Services 
(ODS). ODS is located in APSC, Rm. 405. Phone: 503-838-8250 VTTY. Email: 
ODS@wou.edu

MILITARY
Veterans and active duty military personnel with special circumstances are 
welcome and encouraged to communicate these, in advance if possible, to 
the instructor. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY
Code of Student Responsibility
574-031-0030 Specific Standards and Policies
The following list of prohibited forms of conduct is not all inclusive since it 
is not possible to list all potential violations. The University requires that all 
students behave in a manner congruent with established community 
standards and in a manner conductive to the development of the individual. 
Actions detrimental to the mission of the University and the legitimate 
activities of the academic community which constitute the University are in 
violation of this Code and may be subject to judicial procedures.
1) Academic dishonesty, which includes but is not limited to:
(a) Cheating- intentional use or attempted use of artifice, deception, fraud, 
and/or misrepresentations of one’s academic work;
(b) Fabrication- unauthorized falsification and/or invention of any 
information of citation in any academic exercise;
(c) Facilitating dishonesty – helping or attempting to help another person 
commit an act of academic dishonesty. This includes students who 
substitute for other persons in examinations or represent as their own 
papers, reports, or any other academic work of others;
(d) Plagiarism- representing without giving credit the words, data, or ideas 
of another person as one’s own work in any academic exercise. This 
includes submitting, in whole or in part, prewritten term papers of another 
of research of another, including but not limited product of commercial 
vendor who sell or distribute such materials. And the appropriation of and/
or use of electronic data of another person or persons as one’s own, or 
using such data without giving proper credit for it; or
(e) Any use or attempted use of electronic devices in gaining an illegal 
advantage in academic work in which use of these devices is prohibited, 
and such devices
include but are not limited to cell phones, pdas, laptops, programmable 
calculators, etc.
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Assignments 
Unless otherwise arranged, assignments should be delivered in hard-copy.    
If delivery via email is pre-arranged, you must send the document as an MS 
Word document (“.doc” or “.docx.”) or as an Apple Pages document.  

Discussion/Presentation Groups: For each day that a reading is assigned, you 
will meet with your assigned discussion group to talk about the reading assigned 
for that day.  To prepare for the group work you should take notes while you are 
doing the assigned readings that engage, question, and otherwise address the 
material.  Class-wide discussion will follow.

Each group will have an opportunity to lead the class-wide discussion of one of 
the readings.  Leading the class discussion will require you to prepare your notes 
more formally than is necessary for regular group discussion.  It will also require 
you to prepare a formal plan for leading the discussion.  The plan should include 
a summary of the reading, a list of at least ten questions derived from the 
reading, potential answers to your posed questions, and commentary (e.g., what 
do you think the value of the reading is?  Are there potential problems with the 
reading? And so on). You will be turning both your individual notes and the 
group’s plan in to me.   
20% of Final Grade 

Midterm Exam: The midterm will be a take home, open-book exam and will 
consist of three questions.  Everyone will have to respond to the first question 
and then will choose two others from a list.  Including all questions, the exam 
should be about 8-10 pages.  
35% of Final Grade

Final Exam:  The final exam will follow the same form as the midterm but will be 
longer (about 10-15 pages) and include an additional, fourth, question. The 
added length gives you an opportunity to develop a more sophisticated 
argument.
45% of Final Grade

Note: The maximum page lengths given above are not set in stone.  Longer 
pieces are always welcome.  Pieces that are shorter than the minimum 
mentioned above generally do not present arguments that are developed well 
enough for this course.  If you are having trouble developing your argument(s), 
you should come see me as soon as possible.  

Late Papers
Papers are due in class on the date given in our schedule.  Without a written 
request (email preferred) for an extension that explains why you can’t turn in the 
paper on the due date, I will not accept late papers.  With the exception of 



extreme circumstances, the request will not be considered unless I receive it 
before the day the paper is due.  Please note (this is important), I do not normally 
check email between 8pm and 8am.  That means that last-minute emails might 
not do the trick.   Based upon the details in your request I will decide whether or 
not to grant an extension. If you are sick, please don’t go into too much detail (I’d 
rather not hear about vomiting, etc.), just say that you are sick and that you 
would like an extension.  Bottom line: Without an approved request for an 
extension, submitted before the deadline, you’re paper/exam will count as a 
zero if it’s late.  

Schedule (subject to change)

Note: Please have readings done on the day they are listed.

Jan.
10! Course intro
12! Read Bartholomae, “Inventing”!
17! Read Fulkerson
19! Read Bitzer 
24! Read Vatz 
26! Read Geisler, “How”
31! Read Lundberg and Gunn

Feb.
2! Read Geisler, “Teaching”
7! Read Downs and Wardle
9! Mid-Term Exam Distributed 
14! Mid-Term Exam due
16! Read Ong
21! Read Ede and Lunsford
23! Read Lindquist
28! Read Beech

Mar.
1! Read Johnson
6! Final Exam Distributed
8! Mandatory Conferencing
12 ! Mandatory Conferencing
15 ! Final Exam due

I’ll be at a conference during finals week

!


