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The Honors Program at Western Oregon University is designed to nourish 
intellectual abilities and cultivate interest in new subjects and activities. The 
program is comprised of dedicated, friendly, and highly motivated students who 
pursue a variety of majors and extracurricular activities, ranging from creative arts 
to community service and study abroad.

 It is the goal of the Honors Program to help its students achieve their highest 
aspirations. Toward this end, we seek to foster a way of life in which faculty and 
students understand that inquiry and learning happen everyday, and in a shared 
and continuous mode.  

 The Honors Program’s mission
n Develop a learning community committed 

to scholarly inquiry
n Offer a rigorous disciplinary environment 

to prepare students for excellence in and 
out of the classroom

n Create and sustain an interdisciplinary 
curriculum that will encourage faculty and 
students in their intellectual pursuits

History of the Honors Program at WOU
Though Honors courses have been offered at WOU for many years, the four-year 
Honors Program has existed only since 1984. 1989 was the first year in which 
the current program (featuring the Honors seminars & capstone thesis) was fully 
implemented.

More than ten years ago, the two-year honors associate program was introduced 
for juniors and transfer students, who had completed most of their general 
education requirements at WOU or other universities.

contact us

Honors Program
APSC 210
Western Oregon 
University
345 N. Monmouth Ave.
Monmouth, OR 97361

503-838-8519
honors@wou.edu
AIM: “WOU Honors”

Gavin Keulks, director
www.wou.
edu/~keulksg/
503-838-8519 (Honors)
503-838-8190 (English)
keulksg@wou.edu

Rachel Heider, 
administrative assistant
503-838-8519
honors@wou.edu

For more information 
about the directors, 
past and present, of the 
Honors Program, please 
consult the director 
Web page.

For more information 
about the students in 
the program, please 
consult the students 
Web page.

n Visit the general information page which 
details the many benefits of participating in 
the Honors Program.

n Visit the curriculum page which explains the 
differences between the four-year full Honors 
and two-year Honors Associates programs.

n Apply
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