GEOGRAPHY 380 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

Tuesday and Thursday

HWC 301 10:00-11:50

Instructor:  Mark M. Van Steeter, Ph.D.

phone: 838-8855  office:  HSS 216

e-mail: vanstem@wou.edu

web page:  www.wou.edu/~vanstem

Office hours: M 2-3, T 12-1, W 2-4, R 12-1 or by appointment

 

Required Books:   



Stuff: The secret lives of everyday things: Ryan and Druning, Northwest Env. Watch

Ecotopia:  Ernest Callenbach

Ishmael:  Daniel Quinn

 

Optional Text:

Environment (7th ed) Raven, Berg, Hassenzahl 

*note:  this is an excellent text book, but since it is expensive I have made it optional.  

I will put one copy on reserve at the library.

You could also find an earlier version cheap on the Web.
Objectives
The primary goal of this course is to help you develop a clear understanding of the connections between environmental quality, sustainability, and human activities.  In order to achieve this goal, we will study basic ecological principles, current environmental problems, and potential solutions to these problems.  Hopefully, you will leave this class with a holistic understanding of the trade-offs and inter-relations between environmental health and human "prosperity." 

 

To succeed in this class, you must attend all classes, take detailed notes, read assigned materials, and think critically.  I expect each student to think beyond the details and learn to analyze environmental issues.  Think logically, write clearly, and recognize interconnections between your actions and the health of the environment.

 

 

Course Requirements
Essays

You are required to read "Ishmael,", and "Ecotopia ", and to write essays on the books.  Essays must be at least five pages long, double spaced with one inch margins and standard font (12).  I will provide you with the essay topics on my web page.

I expect these essays to be concise, powerful, and accurate.  They will be graded on content and grammar.  You will need to spend a lot of time in order to write a good essay.  If you typically have difficulty with writing papers, please go to the WOU Writing Center for help.

Start reading now!

 

Exams

There will be a midterm and final exam worth 75 points each.  They will be primarily based upon information covered in class, but some questions will come from your readings.  The format of exams will be fill in the blank, multiple choice and short essay.  I will not give any early or make-up exams and all exams will count towards your final grade.  If you have a legitimate reason for not being able to make an exam, you must contact me before the exam is given, or you will receive a zero.    

Journals
Before starting your journal, start the book titled "Stuff".  This little book will give you a clear idea of what I mean by "explaining interconnections" in your journal.

Keep a journal of your daily activities and how they directly or indirectly affect the health of our environment.  The "correct" format for the journal is flexible, but each entry must address four major points: 

i) What have you been doing?  

ii) Have these actions had a positive or negative affect on the environment?  

iii) Explain the interconnections between your actions and environmental impacts (like in the book "Stuff")  

iv) Could you have made choices that minimized your environmental impact, or were there no options? 

Some students choose to list their activities and then write a couple of paragraphs addressing their actions, while others prefer to combine both in an essay format.  Either way is fine.  You will be graded on thoroughness and thoughtfulness.  The goal of this assignment is to help you become more aware of your actions.  You have to record at least two days a week (more is better).  The journal must be typed, and each entry must be at least one full page.

Journal Entries are Due Every Tuesday of the Quarter.

 

Article summary and presentation 

Write a summary of one journal article and present it to class.  Summaries must be typed, double spaced and at least two full pages.  A summary is a condensed and concise overview of the key points of an article.  Include the name of the author, title, date, journal, and page numbers. 

 

Articles should be from a “respectable” source.  Choose from one of the journals listed at the end of the syllabus or ask me to approve others.

The article must contain at least 5 pages of text.  Articles with numerous photographs (such as National Geographic) normally need to be 10 pages or more to be acceptable.

 

Presentations should not exceed 5 minutes.  It is best to follow these guidelines:  1) introduce yourself; 2) tell the class the title and author of your article; 3) present a general introduction to the article; 4) outline the key points; 5) present the conclusions of the article and your opinion.  
Informal Writing
There will be several informal writing assignments.  In these writings you will explore your personal opinions and emotions related to assigned readings or provocative questions.  These writings will not be graded, but you will receive credit for their completion.

Extra Credit (20pts)
Due Thursday March 9th or earlier

You can only do one of the two extra credit options:
1:  Short Environmental Video
You can have a lot of fun doing this!  One video = extra credit for whoever directed it.  I encourage you to help out or “star” in each others videos, but each person must direct their own video.  You need to propose your topic to me for approval.
Here are some examples from a class I attended at the University of Hawaii.  

Coral Bleaching:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16PC4cy15h4&feature=youtu.be
Sea Level Rise:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wXFHZEIhZA
Climate Change:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6krZ0wwV7e8&feature=youtu.be%A0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEDFEfHS42k&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cCCTUaTCWFg&feature=youtu.be
Deforestation:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lH4Rfs2QAhk&feature=em-share_video_user
Composting:  (from this class last year)

https://vimeo.com/157687201
2:  Additional Book Read and Essay
Awake on Earth, Facing Climate Change with Sanity and Grace, Carla A. Wise

https://www.amazon.com/Awake-Earth-Facing-Climate-Change/dp/0692686967
The same format/requirements as the other class essays.  The paper should be a critical analysis and summary.
   *note that 20pts would raise an exam grade of a “D” (65%) to an “A” (92%)*
Grading

Every student has the opportunity to get an "A".  If you work hard, you will succeed.  I generally grade 100-90 = A, 89-80 = B, 79-70 = C, and 69-60 = D.  I will use this scale unless class averages are lower than expected, in which case I would adjust it to your advantage.  Late assignments lose 10%/day.
 

Exams




150 pts  (75 pts each)

Essays 




80 pts    (40 pts each)

Journal




50 pts

Article Summary/Presentation
25 pts

Informal Writing (pts may vary)
20 pts

--------------------------------------------------------------

Total pts



325 pts

Tentative Schedule

Week 1

Introduction

Environmental Science, Laws, and Ethics

Readings: 

Stuff:  The secret lives of everyday things

ENV: Chapters 1 and 2  (skip pgs 34-39)

 

Week 2

Journal Entries Due
Article Summaries/Presentations Begin Tuesday

Ecosystems and Extinction

Reading:

Stuff:  The secret lives of everyday things (finish the book this week)

ENV:  Chapters 3, 4, 17

Week 3

Journal Entries Due
The Human Population Problem and Sustainability


Reading:

ENV: Chapters 8, 9

Week 4

Journal Entries Due
First Essay Due (Ishmael) on Tuesday

Agriculture and Food Supplies


Reading:


ENV: Chapters 19 and pages 344-352 of chapter 15

Week 5

Journal Entries Due
Exam 1 on Tuesday

Pesticides and other Toxins


Reading:


ENV: Chapter 23 and pages 154-160 of chapter 7

Week 6

Journal Entries Due
Climate Change and Air Pollution 


Reading: 


ENV: Chapters 20,21

Week 7

Journal Entries Due
Renewable and non-Renewable Energies


Reading:


ENV:  Chapters 11, 12, 13

Week 8

Journal Entries Due
Second Essay Due (Ecotopia) on Tuesday

Discussion of Ecotopia and Ishmael

Water Resources and Fisheries


Reading:  ENV: Chapter 14 and pages 444-447 of chapter 19

Week 9

Journal Entries Due

Extra Credit Video Due Thursday
 Water Resources and Fisheries (continued)


Reading:  ENV: Chapter 14 and pages 444-447 of chapter 19

Week 10

Journal Entries Due
Catch up and Review

Viewing of extra credit video projects

Final Exam Tuesday March 21st 8-9:50am
 

Some Journals Appropriate For Article Summaries 

(Using other journals is fine, but please get my approval)
Annals of the Association of American Geographers

Appropriate Technology

Audubon

Biogeography

Ecology 

Environment

E- The Environmental Magazine

Environmental and Health Perspectives

Environmental Pollution

Human Ecology

Journal of Environmental Management

Landscape

National Geographic

Nucleus
Orion
Physical Geography
Science Magazine
The Amicus Journal

The Cultivar
Union of Concerned Scientists
Whole Terrain

Wild Earth

Wilderness

Worldwatch

Yale 360

Or Any "Peer Reviewed" Journal 

