Capturing and saving video with the Panasonic camcorders

1. Turn the camera on to the Playback mode and open the LCD screen

2. Check to see if you saved your footage on the hard drive or the memory card.
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3. If you saved to the memory card, you may use the small USB card reader. (If you saved to the hard drive, skip to Step 7)

4. Remove the card from the camera. The card is immediately below the LCD screen. To open the door, you must open the LCD screen and push the Open button UP (push the card in and release to eject it)

5. Remove the back cover on the card reader and insert the card into the slot.

6. Remove the top cover on the card reader and insert the reader into the USB port


7. If you saved to the hard drive, you must connect the camera to the computer.

8. Remove the battery (the Eject button is on the bottom of the camera)

9. Open the small door under the battery (it flips down)

10. Plug the small end of the USB cable into the small port on the left. 

11. Plug the large end of the USB cable into the computer.

12. Attach the AC power cable to the battery charger and connect the DC cable to the other side of the battery charger (the ports on the charger are unique and you can easily identify the appropriate cables by which ones will fit).

13. Plug the DC cable into the back of the camera

14. Plug the power plug into the wall.

15. Click on the iMovie 09 icon on the dock on your computer (it looks like a star)

16. When the “Welcome to iMovie” screen pops up, click Close

17. If a message pops up asking to create thumbnails of your video clips for iPhoto, you can click “Later.”

18. If you are importing from the camera (rather than from the card reader), open the LCD screen. You will see a yellow bar that says PC CONNECT. Press in on the Menu button to select this option.

19. An Import window will show, with a black screen at the top, and all of the clips on your camera or memory card showing at the bottom.

20. If you need to view a clip before importing it, click on the clip, then click the Play button (arrow) on the black screen.

21. If you want to import all of the clips on the camera or card, leave the button on the left on Automatic, and click Import All.

22. If you only want to import some of the clips, click on the Manual setting. Then uncheck all video clips you do not want to import. The click Import Checked

23. A text box will pop up. 

· Leave the Save To as is. 

· Under Create New Event, give your project a name. 

· Leave the Import setting at Large.

· Click Import

24. Your video clips will import, one at a time. You can watch the progress at the bottom of each clip. This may take a few minutes.

25. When the importing is complete, click OK. Then click Done.

AT THIS POINT, you must decide if you will work with the new iMovie 09, or the old version, iMovie HD. There are advantages and disadvantages to each. 

· The old version (iMovie HD) is simpler to use with young children, and is likely to be on your Mac computers unless they are very new. Our written instructions are for iMovie HD.

· The new version (iMovie 09) may be more difficult to use with young children, and is only available on very new computers or by purchase. The new version will have to be moved into the class_bucy folder before you log out of the computer, and moved back into the Movies folder when you want to work on it. We do not have written instructions for iMovie 09, but will provide access to video tutorials.

SAVING YOUR PROJECT: iMovie HD (old version)

1. If you want to work with iMovie HD you will need to open iMovie from the Dock. It looks like a Director’s clapboard.

2. When the Create Project box pops up, give your project a name, click on your folder in the far left column, click on Movies, and click Create.

3. To import the clips from iMovie 09, click on the Finder icon on the Dock (far left)

4. In the Finder window, click on your folder in the left column (your username, under Places).

5. Double-click on Movies and then double-click on the Event folder with your video clips in it.

6. Highlight all of the clips and drag them onto the clips pane in iMovie (the empty squares on the right side of iMovie)

7. When your clips are imported, save your project.

8. Important: Your movie is saved on the hard drive of the computer you are working on. If you leave it there, it will get erased when you log out. To protect your movie:
· From the File menu, choose Save Project
· Close iMovie
· Click on the Finder icon on the Dock (far left)
· Click on your username under Places
· Double click on Movies
· On your Desktop, double-click on the icon named “Untitled”
· Double-click on the folder, class_bucy

· From the File menu, choose New Folder

· Name the folder with your first and last name

· Double-click to open the new folder

· You should now have two windows open: Movies, and Your Name
· Move ALL of the files in Movies into your folder in class_bucy (this should include an iMovie Events folder, an iMovie Projects folder, and an iMovie file).

· From now on, when you log off, all files will be saved in class_bucy. When you open your iMovie project from the class_bucy folder, each time you save, it automatically saves into the class_bucy location.

SAVING YOUR PROJECT: iMovie 09 (new version)

1. If you want to work with the new version of iMovie, you may continue working on your movie without making additional changes at this point.
2. Important: Your movie is saved on the hard drive of the computer you are working on. If you leave it there, it will get erased when you log out. To protect your movie, when you are done working on it and ready to log out:
· Close iMovie
· Click on the Finder icon on the Dock (far left)
· Click on your username under Places
· Double click on Movies
· On your Desktop, double-click on the icon named “Untitled”
· Double-click on the folder, class_bucy

· From the File menu, choose New Folder

· Name the folder with your first and last name

· Double-click to open the new folder

· You should now have two windows open: Movies, and Your Name
· Move BOTH of the folders in Movies into your folder in class_bucy (you should have an iMovie Events folder and an iMovie Projects folder).

· When you log off, your movie will be saved in class_bucy. 

· When you return to work on your movie again, you must move your two folders back to the Movie folder on the computer (your username>Movies)

· Your movie will only work when the files are all in the Movies folder. You cannot leave them in class_bucy while you work with them, but you MUST put it back in class_bucy every time you log out, or it will get erased! If you forget to do this, you will lose all of your work!
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