Evaluating Websites

Counterfeits, hoaxes, misinformation, parodies

Each of the following sites has reliability and validity issues that could be overlooked by people not alert to tell-tale signs. Those with little research experience, such as K-12 students, can be particularly vulnerable, although even experienced researchers frequently fall prey.

Use the Questions for Evaluating Websites handout from class to examine these sites and try to identify the issues each site represents.

Martin Luther King 

http://www.martinlutherking.org
World Trade Organization

http://www.gatt.org
Mankato, Minnesota

http://city-mankato.us/


Feline reactions to bearded men

http://kathyschrock.net/infolit/cat.htm
Ruritania

http://homepages.udayton.edu/~ahern/rurindx.htm
Institute for Historical Review

http://ihr.org
Melatonin Central

http://www.melatonin.com
Mission Possible World Health International
http://www.mpwhi.com/main.htm
AIDS myth site

http://www.virusmyth.com/aids/index.htm

McWhortle Enterprises

http://www.mcwhortle.com

Male Pregnancy

http://www.malepregnancy.com
Dead Grandmother Syndrome

http://www.cis.gsu.edu/~dstraub/Courses/Grandma.htm
FlikFX

http://www.widescreenmuseum.com/flikfx/default.htm
Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus

http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
Coincidence Design

http://web.archive.org/web/20030417102211/www.coincidencedesign.com/intro.html
