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Discovering the World

These quotes inspired our presentation.


~ Students acquire many more words through reading then they could possibly learn as the result of direct teaching of vocabulary. (Freeman and Freeman, 2004)


~ Teachers who take a sociopsycholinguistic view recognize the importance of building background knowledge for reading, and they also engage students in extensive reading so that they can acquire word meanings as they encounter words in context. (Freeman and Freeman, 2004)

1.  The Learners and the Text:  

Our designated age group is 6th grade, and the students would be in the developing stage of ELL learning. The book we have chose to use is Our World: A Child’s First Picture Atlas by National Geographic.

  2.   Text Analysis:

The author of this picture atlas has the same structure throughout the whole  

3.    “The Lesson”:



Pre-Assessment: Students will draw a mental map of a continent and include as many physical geographic features that they are aware of. They would then 

Pre-Reading: Each student would individually open to the same continent page and would look at the titles at the top of the page. They would then look at the sub-titles and from there they would make a Hypothesis pertaining to what they will be reading about. Next they would look at the bold words and write it down on a sticky note, and post it on the page they were reading. They would then look at the pictures, charts, and graphs and again Hypothesis about the content. As the last individual pre-reading activity the students would read any questions regarding the material on the page. Now as a whole class we would discuss what they Hypothesized about the content. As a group would then go over the vocabulary written on the post-it notes and then use context clues to discover the meaning of the words.

Reading: For this section we would use popcorn reading. This is where the teacher starts by reading the first sentence and then calls out a student’s name, and they read the next sentence. This continues until the section is completed. From there you would give students time to write down any words they may not know. The words would be written on sticky-notes and placed on that page. This would be continued through the selected reading. 

Post Reading:  The students would then go back individually and re-read the post notes they wrote, and the questions they read before. They would then try and use context clues to figure out the words. Then as a class we would discuss the new vocabulary words. After the vocabulary has been discussed they would then go through and discuss the questions in that section. 

Post Assessment: Each table group will be assigned a continent. Then the students will individually be responsible for creating a different type of map (i.e. population, physical, regional, political, climate, and resources)

4.   The Theoretical Framework:  
Based on Piaget’s 3rd and 4th stages of his Cognitive Development Theory we designed reading activities to reflect both his period of Concrete Operations and Formal Operations. For Concrete Operational we implemented multiple classification tasks, order objects in logical sequence, and gave the students the opportunity to perform concrete problem solving. We also included aspects of the Formal Operational stage, such as creating multiple hypotheses and the acceptance of variety of outcomes, lastly the “if-then” concepts were incorporated.

In the period of Concrete Operational the students will have the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of performing multiple classification tasks. This will be executed through the creation of individual continent map along with the production of the main classroom world map.  The next Concrete Operational step we included was the task of ordering objects in a logical sequence. This was implemented through the three step reading process, which consists of pre-reading, reading and post reading. The last Concrete Operational stage the student will utilize is concrete problem solving. This will be accomplished by having the students follow the pre-reading steps.

We included the teaching of generating multiple hypotheses, and a variety of possible outcomes using Piaget’s Formal Operational Theory. This is evident in the hypotheses students will reach during the pre-reading. The lesson also includes the “If- then” portion of the Formal Operational Theory. This is present in the exploration of bold vocabulary words in relation to the pictures. 
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Pre-Assessment: Students will draw a mental map of a continent and include as many physical geographic features that they are aware of. They would then 

Pre-Reading:

· Look at titles (page and book title)
· Look at subtitles

· Look at bold words
· Look at pictures and maps
· While looking at bold words they place a post-it note with the word on it

· Discuss the hypotheses of what they will be reading about

Reading:

· Popcorn Reading
· Write down words they don’t know on Post-its
Post-Reading:

· Re-read individual post-its, and any questions
· Use context clues to figure out what is on post-its
· Class discuss new vocabulary words
· Discuss questions in the book
Post Assessment: Each table group will be assigned a continent. Then the students will individually be responsible for creating a different type of map (i.e. population, physical, regional, political, climate, and resources)

Theorists: Based on Piaget’s 3rd and 4th stages of his Cognitive Development Theory we designed reading activities to reflect both his period of Concrete Operations and Formal Operations. For Concrete Operational we implemented multiple classification tasks, order objects in logical sequence, and gave the students the opportunity to perform concrete problem solving. We also included aspects of the Formal Operational stage, such as creating multiple hypotheses and the acceptance of variety of outcomes, lastly the “if-then” concepts were incorporated.

