Math 391


JOURNAL READING SUMMARY & REFLECTION GENERAL DIRECTIONS

WHAT IS A JOURNAL REFLECTION ASSIGNMENT?

· Your NCTM journal required reading & follow up reflective writing assignments list contains a variety of journal articles covering a variety of topics, each article considering a common theme: "Manipulatives in the Classroom."

· Each month the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) publishes several teaching related journals. Of particular interest to the K - 8 teachers is:

"Teaching Children Mathematics (formerly "The Arithmetic Teacher").

&

"Mathematics Teaching in the Middle School."

These journals are rich resources for the K - 8 pre-service and in-service teacher. The articles in your packet have been chosen because they:

· Relate to our class activities

· Extend our  class activities

· Illustrate the flexibility of using manipulatives

· Illustrate the flexibility of what a manipulative is.

· Contain valuable information about effectively using manipulatives in the classroom.

· Contain exciting information about children doing mathematics!

THE ASSIGNMENT:  READINGS & REFLECTIONS

For each journal article that you are assigned to read (see the Required Reading & Follow-Up Reflective Writing Assignments Handout), please do the following:

1. Carefully read the article.

2. Write a reflective summary and response to the article. There are TWO TYPES of articles. 

· HANDS-ON articles discuss actual manipulative use in the classroom. There are 12 required Hands-On articles. 

· THEORY articles discuss some of the theoretical aspects of using manipulatives in the classroom. There are 4 required Theory articles.

· All Journal Reflections are worth 7.5 points each.

Your Journal Summary and Reflective Response should generally address the following questions:

· What do you think about the article in general?

· What aspects of the article were particularly compelling?

· What did you learn about manipulatives while reading this article?

· How do you foresee yourself using manipulatives (in relation to the article) in your future classrooms?  

3. For most labs there are TWO journal articles. Turn BOTH of the journal reflections in together. Fill out a "Journal Reflection Cover and Grade Sheet" and staple it to the front of the BOTH reflection/summaries. Note these journal cover sheets have TWO grading rubrics on them--ONE cover sheet is good for TWO journal articles.

· NOTE: You may print your reflections on the backs of the cover sheets.

PRESENTATION & LENGTH

· Please type your reflective responses.

· Your summaries/reflective responses should be approximately 1/2 page in length, double-spaced, ARIEL font 12, 1 inch margins. This should be approximately 140 - 150 words.

· Feel free to type BOTH of the week's summaries on 1 piece of paper and feel free to print it on the back of a cover sheet.


There is just one article for Lab 7 and just one article for Lab 8. Use a regular cover sheet (for each lab's journal assignment) and the grader will just ignore the second grading rubric.

EXTRA CREDIT

· You may do up to FOUR EC Readings. See the Required Reading & Follow-Up Reflective Writing Assignments Handout for details. There are 5 yellow EC cover sheets (1 extra) in the Journal/Book Report section of your course notebook.
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