Senior Thesis Presentations

History Department

Werner University Center
3-6 p.m. Saturday, 6 June 2009
The faculty and students in the History Department at Western Oregon University encourage and welcome members of the campus and nearby communities to join us in celebrating the accomplishments of our graduating seniors, as they present their Senior Theses in a conference session open to the public. This year, the presentations will begin at 3:00 p.m. in the Werner University Center, Saturday, 6 June, continuing through 6:00 p.m. that evening. Anyone is welcome (and encouraged) to attend these public presentations.
Every student graduating with a degree in History from Western Oregon University completes a Senior Thesis requirement in the Spring term preceding graduation.  These works represent a sustained period of scholarly activity involving research and analysis of sources and literature in a focused area of specialized interest and culminating in a scholarly paper formally presenting their findings.  This year, with a record number of graduating seniors, the presentations are organized into three concurrent sessions, taking place in the Calapooia Room, the Santiam Room, and the Willamette Room, respectively, beginning at 3:00 and continuing through 6:00 p.m. according to the following schedule:
Session I:  Calapooia Room, Werner University Center, 3:00 p.m. June 6, 2009

Professor Narasingha Sil, Ph.D., presiding

2:30—3:00 Social/Computer preparation time
3:00—3:45 Panel One: 

1. *Mary M. Wright, Marius’ Mules: Paving the Way to Power
Primary Reader: Dr. Benedict Lowe

Secondary Reader: Dr. Narasingha Sil

2. Ryan K. Brown, Marius’ Military Reforms and the War Against Jugurtha
Primary Reader: Dr. Benedict Lowe

Secondary Reader: Dr. Narasingha Sil

3. Jeffrey A. Thompson, Sic Semper Tyrannis: Justification of Caesar’s Assassination
Primary Reader: Dr. Benedict Lowe

Secondary Reader: Dr. David Doellinger

BREAK: 3:45-4:00 (refreshments available in the commons area between session rooms in WUC)
4:00 to 4:45: Panel Two

4. Meagan Button,  Livia: Deciphering Traditional Views of Rome’s First Lady 
Primary Reader: Dr. Benedict Lowe

Secondary Reader: Dr. John L. Rector

5. Brandon Button,  Augustan Rome: The Transformation of the Eternal City
Primary Reader: Dr. Benedict Lowe

Secondary Reader: Dr. John L. Rector

6. *Richard C. Mansker, Augustan Propaganda: An Examination of the Ara Pacis Augustae
Primary Reader: Dr. Benedict Lowe

Secondary Reader: Dr. David Doellinger

BREAK: 4:45-5:00 (refreshments available in the commons area between session rooms in WUC)
5:00 to 5:45: Panel Three

7. *Joshua R. Hall, Erythrean Sea Trade: The Origin of Rome’s Contact with China
Primary Reader: Dr. Benedict Lowe

Secondary Reader: Dr. Narasingha Sil

8. Anna K. Keaton, Elizabethan Church Settlement: An Examination
Primary Reader: Dr. Narasingha Sil 

Secondary Reader: Dr. Benedict Lowe

9. Phillip J. Myers, Theocratic Centralism: The Politics of Boniface VIII in the Thirteenth Century

Primary Reader: Dr. Benedict Lowe

Secondary Reader: Dr. Narasingha Sil

Reception: 5:45 to 6:30 pm (refreshments available in the commons area between session rooms in WUC)

Session II:  Willamette Room 3:00 p.m. June 6, 2009

Professor Max G. Geier, Ph.D., presiding

2:30—3:00 Social/Computer preparation time
3:00—3:45 Panel One: 

1. *Kristin Johnson,  Oversimplified Men: A Striking Comparison to Society in the 21st Century
Primary Reader: Dr. Max G. Geier

Secondary Readers: Dr. Penelope Brownell, Dr. Molly Mayhead

2. Beau Bachman, “Fat Man”: Modern Nuclear Thought on a Tactical Weapon
Primary Reader: Dr. Max G. Geier

Secondary Reader: Dr. Penelope Brownell

3. Sarah J. Beisell, The Environmental and Social Consequences of Uranium Mining on the Navajo Lands
Primary Reader: Dr. Max G. Geier

Secondary Reader: Dr. John L. Rector

BREAK: 3:45-4:00 (refreshments available in the commons area between session rooms in WUC)

4:00 to 4:45: Panel Two

4. Holly Hartman, Gender in Colonial America: Women and Witches
Primary Reader: Dr. Max G. Geier

Secondary Reader: Dr. Penelope Brownell
5. Katherine C. Lankins, Sir Francis Drake in the New World: 1577-1580
Primary Reader: Dr. Max G. Geier

Secondary Reader: Dr. Laurie Carlson

6. Vanessa Hancock, Roanoke and Jamestown: A Comparative Analysis
Primary Reader: Dr. Max G. Geier

Secondary Reader: Dr. Laurie Carlson
BREAK: 4:45-5:00 (refreshments available in the commons area between session rooms in WUC)
5:00 to 6:00: Panel Three

7. Jennifer E. Patterson, “A Passionate Folly”: Alexander Hamilton’s Impact on the Election of 1800

Primary Reader: Dr. Max G. Geier

Secondary Reader: Dr. Edwin Dover

8. Bayard McLeod, John C. Calhoun: One of America’s Most Influential and Misunderstood Politicians and Thinkers

Primary Reader: Dr. Max G. Geier

Secondary Reader: Dr. Penelope Brownell

9. Dustin N. Byers, The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 and the Failure of the Political Process
Primary Reader: Dr. Max G. Geier

Secondary Reader: Dr. John L. Rector

10. Bryan Smith,  Abraham Lincon's Presidential Run: How the Political Climate of the 1850s Impacted Lincoln’s Election
Primary Reader: Dr. Max G. Geier

Secondary Reader:  Dr. John L. Rector

Reception: 6:00 to 6:30 pm (refreshments available in the commons area between session rooms in WUC)

Session III:  Santiam Room 3:00 p.m. June 6, 2009

Professor John L. Rector, Ph.D., presiding

2:30—3:00 Social/Computer preparation time
3:00—3:45 Panel One: 

1. Kelsey Hutchinson,  The “War on Coca” in Peru: An Examination of the 1980s and 1990s U.S. “Supply Side” Policies
Primary Reader: Dr. John L. Rector

Secondary Reader: Dr. William D. Smith

2. Cain Stoneking, The Decline of the Tainos, 1492-1542: A Re-Vision
Primary Reader: Dr. John L. Rector

Secondary Reader: Dr. Max G. Geier

3. Amber M Ferris, Bartolome de Las Casas Revisited
Primary Reader: Dr. John L. Rector

Secondary Reader: Dr. David Doellinger

BREAK: 3:45-4:00 (refreshments available in the commons area between session rooms in WUC)

4:00 to 4:45: Panel Two

4. Caleb E. Yancus, Mao Zedong’s “Anarcho-Marxist” Vision Revisited
Primary Reader: Dr. Bao Hua Hsieh

Secondary Reader: Dr. Narasingha Sil

5. Michael M. Myers, Carl von Clausewitz’s Military Theory: An Examination
Primary Reader: Dr. David Doellinger

Secondary Reader: Dr. Max G. Geier

6. Joe Lovatt, Sword and Spirit: Bushido in Practice from the Late Sengoku Era through the Edo Period
Primary Reader: Dr. Bao Hua Hsieh

Secondary Reader: Dr. David Doellinger

BREAK: 4:45-5:00 (refreshments available in the commons area between session rooms in WUC)
5:00 to 5:45: Panel Three

7. Betsy A. McDonald, Museum and National Identity: The Case of the Parthenon Sculptures
Primary Reader: Dr. David Doellinger

Secondary Reader: Dr. Benedict Lowe

8. *Nolan Kinney,  Positivism in Poland
Primary Reader:  Dr. David Doellinger

Secondary Reader: Dr. John L. Rector

9. Danile Wilson, The Jewish Question in the New Republic, 1919-1924
Primary Reader: Dr. David Doellinger
Secondary Reader: Dr. Laura Stahman
Reception: 5:45 to 6:30 pm (refreshments available in the commons area between session rooms in WUC)
We welcome you to this opportunity for collegial reflection and scholarly engagement honoring the work and accomplishments of these historians. The full text of the papers presented here tonight will be deposited in the library holdings at Hamersly library and posted on the History Department website (http://www.wou.edu/las/socsci/history/).  The website also includes information about the department’s research scholarships, available to students enrolled in the senior thesis seminar, to help defray the costs of their research efforts.  Please contact the department chair, or follow the links on the departmental website, if you are interested in learning more about these scholarships, or if you wish to donate to the fund on which those awards depend. This year’s award recipients are identified with an asterisk (*) next to their names in the program, above. Please congratulate them and all of our graduates on their accomplishments this year.
