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Written numerals and 

the structure of tens and ones 

CASE 11 Number of days in school Dawn, Kindergarten, December 

CASE 12 Groups and leftovers Oonno, Grade 2, Morrh 

CASE 1 J Ones, tens, hundreds Marie, Grade 3, March 

CASE 14 Who invented zero anyway? Muriel, Grade 2, April 

CASE 15 One hundred ninety-five Danielle, Grade 1, April 

n chapter 3, we continue the investigation of children's understandings of 

how numbers are decomposed, but take another step back for a wider 

perspective. Rather than examine children who are working on computation, 

we consider children who are learning about how the components of a number 

relate to written numerals. It is easy for adults to see, for example, that the 

numeral 706 represents 7 hundreds, 0 tens, and 6 ones. However, when we 

study children who are in the process of learning, we discover that this idea is 

not so simple. 
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