
Course Description 
 

          This course is designed to give students an overview of what psychological science has 
discovered about human behavior and mental processes over the past century. An evolutionary, 
functional perspective will be applied across the many fields of psychology. Students will gain 
an understanding of the psychological phenomena that occur in daily life as well as the 
practical applications of psychological knowledge.  
          Areas covered include: History of Psychology; Research Methods; Genes, Heredity, 
and Evolution; Biological Bases of Behavior; Sensation and Perception; Development; 
Learning; Memory; and Reasoning and Decision-Making 

General Psychology 
PSY 201 (10544, 10545) 

Fall 2013 
M/W 4:00 – 5:50 

ITC 211 

 
Professor     
Jaime Cloud, Ph.D.   
Office: Todd Hall 318  Email: cloudj@wou.edu 
Phone: x89211  Website: www.jaimemcloud.com 

Office hours  
Mon. 10:00 – 12:00 
Tues. 2:00 – 3:30 
Wed. 2:00 – 3:30  

(and by appt.) 

Course Objectives 
         In accordance with the American Psychological Association (APA) recommendations 
for undergraduate psychology learning objectives and outcomes, students will (1) learn the 
basic principles of traditional psychological content areas and (2) use the scientific method as 
an approach to critical thinking and skeptical inquiry. Accomplishing this objective involves: 

•  Demonstrating knowledge and understanding of theory and research in the  
general domains of psychology 

•  Understanding the overarching themes, questions, and conflicts in psychology 

•  Comparing and contrasting the major perspectives in psychology 

•  Understanding and evaluating basic research methods used by psychologists to address 
different hypotheses 

•  Evaluating the validity of conclusions derived from psychological research 

Accommodations 
 

          If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you 
are encouraged to contact both your instructor and the Office of Disability Services, APSC 405, 
or at 503-838-8250, as early as possible in the term. Students needing medical or mental health 
care can access the Student Health and Counseling Center by calling 503-838-8313, emailing at 
health@wou.edu, or by walking in to schedule an appointment. 
          Veterans and active duty military personnel with special circumstances are welcome  
and encouraged to communicate these, in advance if possible, to the instructor. 



Dr. Cloud will not respond to emails about questions that can be answered by looking at the syllabus. 

Required Textbook  
Weiten, W. (2014). Psychology: Themes and Variations (9/e).                 
Wadsworth, Cengage Learning. (ISBN: 13-978-1-111-35474-9) 

Additional readings may be posted on Moodle as well.  

Classroom Policies  
Email: You are expected to check your university email account  
on a daily basis for communication from me concerning the class.  

 Email is the best way to contact me. I aim to return all inquires within 24 hours. 

Classroom Conduct: In order to effectively communicate class material, all students are 
expected to be non-disruptive and respectful of one another during lecture. Please refrain from 
arriving late, leaving early, or packing your belongings until after class is dismissed.  

• I have a zero-tolerance policy regarding the use of cell phones and laptops for anything  
other than note-taking purposes. If I suspect a violation of this policy at any time, I will 
immediately ask you to leave the classroom. 

Attendance: Doing well in this course requires a high level of engagement both inside and 
outside of class. You are expected to attend all lectures and participate in class discussions and 
activities. WARNING: Missing 3+ lectures will put you severely behind in this course! 

Each lecture day, a roll sheet will be passed around to take attendance. Your history of 
attendance (or lack thereof) will be taken into consideration if you are on the cusp of a higher 
letter grade for the course.  

Class notes: It is important to me that you are able to focus your attention on course material 
and actively participate. For that reason, electronic copies of the PowerPoint slides will be 
posted on Moodle. On occasion, you will find that a key term has intentionally been left blank; 
you will be provided the missing term during lecture. I recommend that you print a copy of the 
slides before each lecture to take notes on in class.  

Grade-grubbing: A responsibility of teachers and scientists alike is to be humble. As such, I 
remain open to the possibility of being wrong. If you feel that you have been assigned an unfair 
grade, I encourage you to meet with me and explain your rationale. That said, I am not receptive 
to students who ask me to give them a higher grade out of the kindness of my heart (e.g., “but I 
need a B to graduate!”). I respect students who take ownership of the grade they earned. 

Audio recordings: If you wish to make audio recordings of my lectures, please contact me to 
request permission. Permission to make audio recordings will be granted once the student signs 
an agreement, which specifies acceptable use of the recordings. Video recording the lectures is 
not permitted out of respect for the other students’ right to privacy. 

 



Reading Checks  
It is critical in this course that you are properly prepared for lectures and in-class discussions. 
Part of that preparation includes the completion of reading assignments prior to the start of class. 
To ensure that you keep up with the reading assignments, there will be 10 Reading Checks. Each 
Reading Check will consist of three true/false questions, worth 2 points each (i.e., 6 points per 
Reading Check). A Reading Check can occur on any day that a reading assignment is due. There 
will be no make-up Reading Checks for unexcused absences. For excused absences, the next 
Reading Check will count double. 

Exams  
There will be three non-cumulative Block Exams and one optional cumulative Final Exam 
given during the final exam period. Each Block Exam and the optional Final Exam will be 
multi-format (multiple choice, short-answer) and worth 60 points. A student may take the 
optional Final Exam to replace the lowest grade earned on a Block Exam.  
 
        Review Sessions: I will host an online review chat on Moodle from 8:00-9:00pm on the   
        evening of the last lecture from each block of material.  
 

        Study Guides: I do not provide study guides as doing so would rob you of an additional  
        opportunity to rehearse lecture material. I encourage you to make your own study guide  
        and/or flashcards and share your materials with others. In lieu of study guides, I host an  
        online chat review (see above). 
 
        Make-up Policy: If a student must miss a Block Exam, the student is required to  
        contact me prior to the exam date. Students with excused absences will be permitted to take     
        a makeup exam on the final exam date, during which time they may also take the Final  
        Exam. Students with unexcused absences will not be permitted to take a makeup exam;     
        they must instead take the optional Final Exam to replace a grade of zero given for the    
        missed Block Exam.  

Assignments  
There will be three assignments—one for each block of material—worth 10 points each.             
For each block of material, you will choose one of two possible assignments to complete by the 
respective Block Exam day. Detailed instructions for each assignment will be posted on Moodle 
and delivered on the day it is assigned. There will be no make-ups or extensions. 

Dr. Cloud will not respond to emails about questions that can be answered by looking at the syllabus. 

Extra Credit  
You may earn extra credit points by participating in research projects conducted in the 
Psychological Sciences Department or by reading and summarizing a psychological journal 
article related to a topic discussed in class (summary papers are due on the last lecture day). 
Detailed instructions will be posted on Moodle. 



Dr. Cloud will not respond to emails about questions that can be answered by looking at the syllabus. 

Grading  
Your grade is determined by the sum of scores you receive on each of the ten Reading Checks  
(6 points each), each of the three Block Exams (60 points each), and each of the three 
assignments (20 points each). To determine your letter grade, divide the total number of points 
you earned in this class (including any extra credit) and divide by the total number of points 
possible (300). 

A A - B + B B - C + C C - D + D D- F 

100 – 
93% 

92 – 
90% 

89 – 
87% 

86 – 
83% 

82 – 
80% 

79 – 
77% 

76 – 
73% 

72 – 
70% 

69 – 
67% 

66 – 
63% 

62 – 
60% 

< 
60% 

300 – 
278.5 

278 – 
269.5 

269 – 
260.5 

260 – 
248.5 

248 – 
239.5 

239 – 
230.5 

230 – 
218.5 

218 – 
209.5 

209 – 
200.5  

200 – 
188.5 

188 – 
179.5 

< 179 

Academic Integrity  
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this course. According to the WOU Code of   
Student Responsibility (Section 574-31-030), academic dishonesty includes, but is not  
limited to: 

•  Cheating: Intentional use or attempted use of artifice, deception, fraud, and/or 
misrepresentations of one’s academic work. 

•  Fabrication: Unauthorized falsification and/or invention of any information or citation in 
any academic exercise. 

•  Facilitating dishonesty: Helping or attempting to help another person commit an act of 
academic dishonesty. This includes students who substitute for other persons in 
examinations or represent as their own papers, reports, or any other academic work of 
others. 

•  Plagiarism: Representing without giving credit the words, data, or ideas of another person 
as one’s own work in any academic exercise. This includes submitting, in whole or part, 
prewritten term papers of another or the research of another, including but not limited to, 
products of commercial vendors who sell or distribute such materials. 

•  Any use or attempted use of electronic devices in gaining an illegal advantage in academic 
work in which use of these devices is prohibited. Such devices include, but are not limited 
to, cell phones, PDAs, iPads, laptops, programmable calculators, etc. 



Course Schedule – Fall 2013  
(subject to change) 

 

Block 1 

Mon. Sept. 30 Orientation 

Wed. Oct. 2 History of Psychology Ch. 1 

Mon. Oct. 7 Research Methods Ch. 2, pp. 39 – 45, 51 – 60 Option 1 covered 

Wed. Oct. 9 Research Methods cont. Ch. 2, pp. 45 – 51, 60 – 79 Option 2 covered 

Mon. Oct. 14 Genes, Heredity, & Evolution Ch. 3, p. 110 – 119 

Wed. Oct. 16 Evolutionary Psychology Moodle Reading 

Mon. Oct. 21 BLOCK EXAM 1 #1 DUE 

Date Topic   Reading Assignment 

Block 2 

Wed. Oct. 23 Nervous System Ch. 3, p. 79 – 97  

Mon. Oct. 28 Nervous System cont. Ch. 3, p. 98 – 110 

Wed. Oct. 30 Sensation and Perception Ch. 4, p. 129 – 147 Option 1 covered 

Mon. Nov. 4 Sensation and Perception cont. Ch. 4, p. 147 – 162  

Wed. Nov. 6 Development Ch. 11, p. 431 – 453  Option 2 covered 

Mon. Nov. 11 Development cont. Ch. 8, p. 314 – 323 

Wed. Nov. 13 BLOCK EXAM 2 #2 DUE 

Block 3 

Mon. Nov. 18 Learning Ch. 6, p. 229 – 239 

Wed. Nov. 20 Learning cont. Ch. 6, p. 240 – 261 Option 1 covered 

Mon. Nov. 25 Memory Ch. 7, p. 273 – 290 

Wed. Nov. 27 Memory cont. Ch. 7, p. 291 – 309 Option 2 covered 

Mon. Dec. 2 Reasoning and Decision-Making Ch. 8, p. 333 – 340  

Wed. Dec. 4 BLOCK EXAM 3 #3 DUE 

Final Exam Applying Social Psychology Reading #4 

Mon. Dec. 9; 4:00 – 5:50pm OPTIONAL FINAL EXAM 


