POSTI NG OF GRADES BY FACULTY

The public posting of grades either by the student's nanme, institutional student
identification nunber (V#), or social security nunber without the student's witten
permi ssion is a violation of FERPA (Federal Educational Right to Privacy Act).

This includes the posting of grades to a class/institutional website and applies to
any public posting of grades for students taking di stance educati on courses.

Even with the names obscured, nuneric student identifier nunbers are considered
personal ly identifiable information. Therefore, the practice of posting grades by soci al
security nunber or student identification nunber (V#) violates FERPA

I nstructors who wi sh to post grades should use a systemthat ensures that FERPA
requirements are nmet. This can be acconplished by using code words or randoniy

assi gned nunbers that only the instructor and individual student know. The order of
posting shoul d not be al phabeti c.

LEAVI NG GRADED EXAMS FCOR STUDENT PI CK- UP

Leavi ng personally identifiable, graded papers unattended for students to pick through is
no different fromposting grades in the hallway. If the papers contain personally
identifiable information, then |eaving themunattended for anyone to see is a violation
of FERPA if the instructor has not obtained the witten pernission of each student to do
so.

PENALTI ES FOR VI CLATI NG FERPA

The penalty for nonconpliance with federal regulations can be a withdrawal of federal
funds (financial aid, educational grants, etc) fromthe institution. Al though federal
fundi ng has never been withheld fromany institution under these regulations, civil cases
have been brought for alleged violations of FERPA.
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