	Thinking Through a Problem Based Lesson

	Step 1
Begin with the Math!
	List all of the math concepts that might be addressed when children solve this problem.

	





	Step 2
Consider Your Students
	Who are your students?  How will they benefit from doing this problem?


	





	Step 3
Decide on the Task
	Copy down the problem here.  Make sure it is a math problem, and not a math activity.


	





	Step 4
ANTICIPATE What Will Happen
	Solve the problem with a partner.  Write up 2-3 different correct solutions that you might expect (If you can’t think or more than 1 way to solve it, it isn’t a problem).  Write up 1-2 incorrect solutions that you might expect
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	Solution 6

	Step 5
Articulate Student Responsibilities
	What will students do to show you that they solved the problem?  Will they write a solution, explain a solution, present to their peers?

	







	Step 6
Before the Lesson Starts
	How will you start the lesson?  How will you “hook” the students?  What will you say to explain the student responsibilities?

	






	Step 7
During the Lesson
	What will the students be doing?  Are they in groups, working alone?  What are you going to do?  What are some questions you might ask students?  What will you do with kids who finish early?  What hints will you give to students who don’t know where to start?

	














	Step 8
After the Lesson
	Go back to your predicted solutions (step 4).  How will you SEQUENCE the children to present?  How will you CONNECT the solutions that children present or share?  It isn’t enough to just have students present!  What mathematics will you draw attention to?  
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