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Writing 115—College Writing I Course Syllabus
Instructor: Maren Bradley Anderson, M.A.
Required Text: Steps in Composition, 8th ed. By Troyka and Nudelman
Telephone: 503-838-8213
Class Website: www.wou.edu/~andersm
or on WebCt at www.wou.edu/webct
E-mail Address: andersm@wou.edu
Office/hours: TODD 338, MW 2-3:50

Schedule of when things are DUE Fall 2007
Week
Date
Essays 
Reading
Grammar/style/
mechanics
1
(Tuesday) 
9/25
 

 
(Thursday)
27
Essay #1 Peer Review (PR)  p. 57, #2
Reading Survey p. 6, #4, a+b
Read Ch. 1
2
10/2

p. 64, #2 a-c
Read Ch. 2

4
Essay #1 Final Draft (FD) 


Quiz 1
3
9

p. 97, #3 a+b
Read Ch. 3

11
Essay #2 PR 
Pick one: p. 91, 1-5
p 125.  1-6

Quiz 2
4
16

p. 131 #4, a+b
Read Ch. 4

18
Essay #2 FD

Library day (tentative)

5
23
Essay #3 PR
Pick one: 162-163- 9, 10, 23
p. 220-221- 6, 7, 17, 18
p. 167 #1, #2 a
Read Ch. 5 
Quiz 3

25
Conferences scheduled for Th. 10/25
Journal Check #1 -- online
6
30

p. 226, #2 a-c

Read Ch. 6

11/1
Essay #3 FD

Quiz 4
7
6


Read Ch. 7

8
Essay #4 PR 
Text wrestling
p. 272, #3 a+b

8
13


Read Ch. 8 
Quiz 5

15
Conferences scheduled for Th. 11/15
Journal Check #2 -- online
9
20
Essay #4 FD

Read Ch. 9 


22
Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving
10
27
Presentations

Read Ch. 10

29
  Presentations
Blogs due online
Grammar Review
Finals week 

12/3-7
 

Note: Weeks in the box are in the “Baby Zone.”
Course Description
This course focuses on the core academic skills of writing effective university-level essays. Learning applications range from writing strategies to paragraph structure, sentence construction, and word choices. Emphasis will be placed on developing individual writing skills.
Topics and Objectives
Essay Structure Analysis
Recognize structural components of an effective essay.
Identify rhetorical elements of an effective essay.
Describe various writing strategies.
Demonstrate effective usage of contemporary English language.
Paragraph Construction
Apply rules of writing effective paragraphs.
Demonstrate the use of proper sentence structure and effective word choice.
Practice correct use of topic sentence and controlling ideas.
Resources for Writing
Explore the resources for writing and for research.
Examine elements of MLA documentation and format.
Strategies for organization.
Demonstrate the structural components of an effective essay.
Apply the strategies for writing special use paragraphs: introductions, conclusions, and transitions.
Revision, Rewriting, and Proofreading
Determine the qualities of concise writing.
Demonstrate the qualities of coherence and cohesion in an essay.
Practice revising, rewriting, and proofreading.
Integrating the Steps in the Writing Process
Analyze an effective published essay.
Generate an essay that integrates the components of effective academic writing

Point Values for the Course Assignments

ASSIGNMENTS
Due
Total Points



Class Participation/Attendance 
Each week 
100
Grammar quizzes 
Approx. Each week
100
Reading questions/Journal--online
Each week 
100
Papers (combined)
various
400
Presentation
Weeks 9 and 10
100
Final Exam
Finals week
100
Conferences
Week 5, Week 8
100
Total

1000
Policies and Procedures
Please be sure to read all of the following Policies and Procedures. It is crucial to your success in this course. 
Please read and print this entire syllabus. It will be the first part of your portfolio.
Quizzes and exams will be closed-book, closed-note. 
	Absences: I have a policy of allowing 2 absences in a twice a week class such as this. You are absent if you show up more than 15 minutes late. After two absences, your grade for the class will be lowered 1/3 a letter grade for each subsequent absence. In other words, if you have a “B” at the end of the semester and you have three absences, you will receive a “B-”. If you have four absences in this example, you will receive a “C+” at best. If you miss class you are responsible to get handouts and notes from WebCT or one of your classmates. You also will need to have one of your classmates turn in your assignments for you or they will be graded as late and will lose points (including weekends). If I am more than 20 minutes late, you may assume class is cancelled and may leave. If I arrive 21 minutes late or more, those of you still in class will receive brownie points, which can only help your grade in the end.
Classroom etiquette: This will be part of your class participation grade. You grade will be based on how respectful you are to others, your use of appropriate (as opposed to inappropriate) language, and lack of distracting behavior. TURN OFF YOUR CELL PHONE OR PAGER BEFORE CLASS STARTS! A 25¢ charge per interruption will be collected and put into the Grammar Game Prize fund. 
In order to avoid a late penalty, you may e-mail me your assignments, and I will count the paper as turned in by the date of the e-mail. If you need to e-mail me an assignment, please send it to me as an attachment. Please save it in the following formats: HTML, PDF, RTF or TXT. This will help me avoid computer viruses. You will not get any brownie points for giving me a computer virus. The next class, you must bring me a hard copy of the paper you e-mailed to me because I will not grade the electronic version. Failure to follow these directions will result in the assignment not being graded.

1.	Plagiarism: 
Examples of academic dishonesty 

According to WOU's Code of Student Responsibility, violations of standards of academic conduct include but are not limited to the following:

Cheating - intentional use, or attempted use of artifice, deception, fraud, and/or misrepresentation of one's academic work;
b) Fabrication - unauthorized falsification and/or invention of any information or citation in any academic exercise;
c) Facilitating dishonesty - helping or attempting to help another person commit an act of academic dishonesty. This includes students who substitute for other persons in examinations or represent as their own papers, reports, or any other academic work of others ;
d) Plagiarism - representing without giving credit the words, data, or ideas of another person as one's own work in any academic exercise. This includes submitting, in whole or in part, prewritten term papers of another or the research of another, including but not limited to the product of commercial vendors who sell or distribute such materials, and the appropriation and/or use of electronic data of another person or persons as one's own, or using such data without giving proper credit for it.

Plagiarism defined 

Simply stated, plagiarism is "the taking of others' thoughts or words without due acknowledgment."' This definition applies to both printed, unpublished, and electronic material. That is, students must acknowledge through appropriate forms of documentation any borrowed ideas or phrases, and all direct quotations if more than three or four words. They also must not submit work that has been written or revised, in part or in whole, by another person. Make sure you always provide appropriate source documentation and ask your instructor whenever you have even the smallest question or slightest doubt about citing sources. It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes plagiarism. Plagiarism is grounds for a no-grade (F) and referral to the Student Conduct Committee.

If you are caught plagiarizing—copying and presenting other’s work as your own—you will be penalized. First offense, your assignment will get an “F,” and you will be reported to Student Judicial Affairs. Second offense, you will fail the course and be reported to Student Judicial Affairs. Both the plagiariz-er and the plagiariz-ee will be reprimanded.  If you have questions on plagiarism, please see me or ask a question in class. 
	Keep all of your work.


	Neatness counts. All final products will be typed except those in your Notebook assignment.


	Brownie Points: Brownie Points have no value and therefore are unquantifiable. However, the more brownie points you have, the more likely I’ll be to lean towards an “A-” over a “B+”, for example. 


	Baby Zone: The last two weeks of class and finals week are designated “Baby Zone.” This means that baby Colleen may make an early appearance at this time. There will be class if this happens, and arrangements have been made with other faculty to cover for me. 


Late Assignments
Late work is docked several points per day when it is late. Work will not be accepted after it is one week late from the due date. 
Academic Honesty
I value academic honesty. You must always submit work that represents your original words or ideas. If any words or ideas used in a class posting or assignment submission do not represent your original words or ideas, you must cite all relevant sources and make clear the extent to which such sources were used. Words or ideas that require citation include, but are not limited to, all hard copy or electronic publications, whether copyrighted or not, and all verbal or visual communication when the content of such communication clearly originates from an identifiable source. Please see the University catalog for more information about academic honesty, including the consequences of academic dishonesty.
If you are caught plagiarizing—copying and presenting other’s work as your own—you will be penalized. First offense, your assignment will get an “F,” and you will be reported to Campus Judicial Affairs. Second offense, you will fail the course. Both the plagiariz-er and the plagiariz-ee will be reprimanded.  If you have questions on plagiarism, please see me, or ask a question in class. There will be a lesson on plagiarism later in the quarter.
How Points and Percentages Equate to Grades

95%+
A

76%-74%
C
94%-90%
A-

73%-70%
C-
89%-87%
B+

69%-67%
D+
86%-84%
B

66%-64%
D
83%-80%
B-

63%-60%
D-
79%-77%
C+

59% or >
F


Assignments
Grammar
You are required to read the assigned chapter before the first class of the week. 
Do any exercises on your own on concepts that you don’t understand.
Periodically, we will have a closed-note, closed-book grammar quiz. 
That same day, we will have a Grammar Game, which is like a quiz show. 
	The team that wins each week will receive a prize. The grand champions will throw out their lowest quiz scores. 
Your Grammar Game Team will be the same as your Peer Review Team, and you will be in the same team all quarter. 
Online Reading Survey and Journal
This is a major assignment. Make an effort to keep up with it, and update it before each class!
Create a blog on WOU’S server with two categories: “Reading Survey” and “Journal.”
In the “Reading Survey” category, you will write the answers to the Reading Survey questions listed in the syllabus.
In the “Journal,” you will write your Journal entries, which can be: 
	Responses to readings (other than the Reading Survey).
Drafts and ideas for your papers
In-class writing
There will be a minimum of one page per week for a total of ten (10) entries. 
Copying work from other published items into your journal is unacceptable. 
Grammar practice is also unacceptable in this section.
	You are also responsible for responding to one classmate’s journals/blog entry a week (not Reading Survey) 
	Responses should be more than 50 words, please. 

Responses should be for that same week (mostly so I can find them)
It would be best if you responded to different people each week. 
Responses need to be respectful, on-topic, and non-offensive. There will be consequences to speech that is not learning-conducive. 
Writing
Writing assignments are meant to help you develop your writing skills
The Rough Draft of each assignment is due as stated on the syllabus.
	Final Drafts are due as stated on the syllabus. 
You may pick your writing assignment topic from the list in the syllabus. 
Essay #4 will be a Text Wrestling exercise, described later in the semester.
Peer Reviews
	One person will review your paper during class per week.
Different people will review your paper each week.
Essay #4 will be reviewed outside of class by the entire team.
	You may revise any essay, but after my first review of it, I will only provide feedback in person during my office hours or during a scheduled appointment. 
Revisions
You may revise each paper ONCE.
You will have one week after the date that I return the paper to you to submit your revision. 
You are welcome to come to my office hours for help for any revision. 
Conferences 
Conferences are mandatory.
	You must re-schedule in advance if you cannot make your original appointment. A missed conference receives 0 points. 
Bring the following to your conference time: Class Notebook,  All papers, Rough and Final drafts, Previous conference sheet (if applicable)

Presentations
These will be based on your text-wrestling paper. 
More details to come. 

