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Safe Zone Training- Ally 1 

HISTORY AND MODERN POP CULTURE MATCH UP 
This exercise is meant to challenge the invisibility and silence around historical figures in society that today 

would be identified as LGBTQ. The first half of the activity matches celebrities in pop culture and media that 

have been identified as being LGBTQ.   

END OF MATCH-UP: 
 
FACILITATOR OBSERVATIONS 
It is important to note in any of these exercises that society determines a lot about how we define gender and 

sex, meaning the pervasive ideas about gender, sex, and sexual orientation vary throughout time and across 

cultures.  These people and terms are also discussed using contemporary context and terminology.  The 

phraseology of “homosexuality” didn’t exist in the past and self-identification may not have actually 

happened.  These definitions are also constantly changing.  Historians are even now going back and 

examining people who today could be considered gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender. Source: Wikipedia 

FACILITATION QUESTIONS 

 Which of these figures surprised you the most, if any?  Why? 

 Why do you think that historical figures might not have been portrayed as being LGBTQ?   

 What other groups do you feel are consistently left out of or misrepresented in history? 

 How might it feel to be invisible and why might it be important to identify LGBTQ historical figures to 

students who are themselves LGBTQ? 

 What factors have contributed to a negative perception of LGBTQ people? How might we as individuals 

have the ability to change these societal perceptions? 

 What progress do you believe we could still make to promote more positive and accepting views of 

LGBTQ people in modern society and how could we make this progress? 

HISTORICAL ACTIVITY 

Use the Prezi to give clues about famous historical and contemporary figures. Most of the clues do not reveal 

the sexual orientation or gender identity of the individuals. The group can either keep a list individually or in 

small team and check answers as you move through the list, or you can have the group answer all together 

person by person. The end of the Prezi covers general perceptions of LGBTQ community over time and leads 

into the facilitation questions. 

END NOTES OF PREZI:  

Socially acceptable 

 LGBTQ status socially acceptable across cultures and significant periods of time 

 "romantic friendships" were a virtuous intimate same-sex relationship between women 



 references to same-sex relationships among  literary, religious, cultural, and historical figures are 

common, unconcerning, and untitled (LGBTQ is a modern term) 

Negative perceptions emerge and dominate 

 Biblical and other religious condemnations arise 

 1790's: emerging field of psychology demonizes "homosexuality" by linking it to criminality, 

degeneration, and psychopathic behaviors 

 "non-productive sexuality" was stigmatized in ruralized, developing United States 

 1952: "homosexuality" is listed as a mental illness in The American Psychiatric Association's  (APA's) 

"Diagnostic Manual of Mental Disorders" 

Reclaiming acceptance 

 1924: First gay rights organization "The Society for Human Rights" founded in Chicago 

 early 1900's: Psychologist Sigmund Freud expresses that homosexuality is the "inversion" of a "normal" 

heterosexual experience; he also states that "homosexuality... cannot be classified as an illness" and 

did not believe in the practice of conversion therapy  

 1948: Psychologist Alfred Kinsey publishes "Sexual Behavior in the Human Male" exploring the natural 

prevalence of a continuum of sexual orientations, including asexuality 

 1969: Stonewall Riots in New York City sparks the creation of thousands of LGBTQ groups across the US 

 1973: "homosexuality" is removed from the list of mental disorders in The APA's "Diagnostic Manual" 

 2013: "transgenderism" is listed as "gender dysphoria" in the APA's "Diagnostic Manual" instead of as a 

"gender identity disorder" 

 2013: Minnesota becomes the twelfth state (in addition to D.C.) to grant same-sex marriage 
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Harvey Milk 

(1930-1978) 

Andy Warhol 

(1928-1987) 

Walt Whitman 

(1819-1892) 

Tennessee Williams 

(1911-1983) 

Joan of Arc 

(1412-1431) 

Oscar Wilde 

(1854-1900) 

Elton John 

(1947- Present ) 

Leonardo da Vinci 

(1452-1519) 

Christine Jorgensen 

(1926-1989) 

Audre Lorde 

(1934-1992) 

Freddie Mercury 

(1946-1991) 

Frida Kahlo 

(1907-1954) 

ZACHARY QUINTO 

 

(1977- PRESENT) 

Ellen Degeneres 

(1958- Present) 

Chaz Bono 

(1969- Present) 

Margaret Cho 

(1968- Present) 



Lady Gaga 

(1986- Present) 

Neil Patrick Harris 

(1973- Present) 

Perez Hilton 

(1978- Prersent) 

Angelina Jolie 

(`1975- Present) 

Adam Lambert 

(1982- Present) 

Greg Louganis 

(1960- Present) 

Jane Lynch 

(1960- Present) 

Ricky Martin 

(1971- Present) 

Melissa Etheridge 

(1961- Present) 

Rachel Maddow 

(1973- Present) 

Sir Ian McKellen 

(1939- Present) 

Evan Rachel Wood 

(1987- Present) 

Martina Navratilova 

(1956- Present) 

Suze Orman 

(1951- Present) 

Anna Paquin 

(1982- Present) 

Gareth Thomas 

(1974- Present) 
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Jeffree Star 

(1986- Present) 

 

 

 
 

 

ALLYSON ROBINSON 

(1994 – Present) 

 

 

Eddie Izzard 

(1962- Present) 

Mark Takano 

(1960- Present) 

Tammy Baldwin 

(1962- Present) 

Kyrsten Sinema 

(1976- Present) 

Edith Windsor 

(1929 – Present) 

Dennis Hollingsworth 

(1967 – Present) 

This politician and activist 

was elected to the San 

Francisco Board of 

Supervisors becoming the 

first openly gay official in a 

major US city.  They 

authorized the city’s first 

anti-discrimination law that 

protected lesbians and gay 

men. They were murdered 

by a colleague in 1978. 

U.S. artist.  Famous 

practitioner of Pop Art; best 

known for frequent use of 

silkscreen.  Often used 

repeated imagery.  

Celebrity and familiarity 

figured prominently in his 

work. He is also known for 

being openly gay before the 

gay liberation movement. 

U.S. journalist and poet.  

Tended to injured Civil War 

soldiers.  Wrote for 

Harper’s Weekly from the 

war front.  Best known for 

Leaves of Grass which was 

often labeled as obscene 

because of its explicit sexual 

content. Also known as the 

father of free verse. 

U.S. writer who lived in New 

Orleans as an adult.  Wrote 

The Glass Menagerie, A 

Streetcar Named Desire, 

The Rose Tattoo, Cat on a 

Hot Tin Roof and Sweat Bird 

of Youth. Was also part of a 

gay social circle in New 

York. 

This French resistance 

leader was known as 

Pucelle (the Maid) and was 

highly respected and 

revered by poor and working 

classes in France as a 

successful military fighter.  

She became a Saint in 

1869. 

This person is known for the 

novel The Picture of Dorian 

Gray and the play, The 

Importance of Being 

Earnest. This person 

suffered the disapproval of 

his relationship with a same 

sex person from his 

partner’s father publicly. 

 

This popular rock singer and 

pianist is well known for 

songs such as “Rocket 

Man,” “Honky Cat,” and 

“Goodbye Yellow Brick 

Road.” They came out as a 

bisexual in a interview with 

Rolling Stone and was 

amongst the first couples in 

the UK to form a civil 

partnership. 

This Italian architect, artist, 

inventor, sculptor, and 

scientist is said to be the 

first “Renaissance Man.”  

This person’s sexuality was 

a popular subject they were 

charged with sodomy in an 

incident involving a 

prostitute but the charges 

were dropped for lack of 

evidence. 



This person was the first 

person to be widely known 

to have a sex reassignment 

surgery. This performer 

used their media appeal to 

become a night club 

entertainer, actor, and 

singer. They also appeared 

on several talk shows and 

used their fame to speak at 

universities across America. 

This black poet’s work, 

published frequently in the 

1960’s, was crucial to the 

civil rights, feminist, and 

anti-war movement. Their 

diaries, written while 

struggling with cancer, are 

also popular. This person 

was self defined as a “black, 

lesbian, mother, warrior, 

poet.” 

British musician, singer and 

songwriter, best known as 

the lead vocalist of the rock 

band Queen. They are 

remembered for their 

flamboyant stage 

performances and 

outrageous outfits. This 

person was also an 

acknowledged bisexual. 

Mexican painter whose  

intense and powerful self 

portraits and life-long 

suffering made them a 

national icon. This painter 

was in a very troubled 

marriage and had many 

extramarital affairs with both 

men and women. 

This actor is well known for 

their role on the TV series 

Heroes and for their role in 

the 2009 adaptation of Star 

Trek. This actor publicly 

came out as gay after the 

suicide of a bisexual 

teenager, hoping to further 

help support gay rights. 

US actor in TV and movies, 

stand-up comedian and 

currently Emmy-Award 

winning host of a syndicated 

talk show. This person came 

out during their appearance 

on The Oprah Winfrey 

Show. 

Born to the comedy and 

music duo Sonny & Cher, 

they are a political activist 

and freelance writer for “The 

Advocate.” This person is a 

transgender person and 

underwent a gender 

transition between 2008 and 

2010. 

A Korean-American 

comedian who has become 

active politically as well as 

acting in films and designing 

clothing. This person has 

won awards for her 

humanitarian efforts for 

women, Asains, and the 

LGBTQ community. This 

person started Love is Love 

is Love. 

Eccentric pop singer who is 

best known for their 

outrageous wardrobe and 

theatrical performance. This 

singer is an outspoken 

activist for LGBTQ rights, is 

a bisexual, and is known as 

a “gay icon.” 

This actor is most renowned 

for their role as “Doogie 

Howser, M.D.” and their 

work on TV’s “How I Met 

Your Mother.” This actor 

confirmed to be gay in 2006, 

has twins via a surrogate 

mother with his partner, and 

announced that he and his 

partner are engaged. 

This person is the internet's 

most notorious gossip 

columnist, who currently 

resides in Hollywood with 

their precious mini-

Goldendoodle, Teddy. This 

person briefly worked as a 

media relations assistant for 

LGBTQ rights organization 

GLAAD. 

 

Star of movie blockbusters 

“Tomb Raider” and “Girl 

Interrupted”, this person’s 

most recent fame comes 

from their social work in 

Africa. This actress has a 

brief relationship with a 

model-actress on the set of 

a movie and claimed she 

would have married her if 

she weren’t married to a 

man. 

This San Diego native is 

best known for their close 

finish on the FOX series 

singing competition 

“American Idol”. This singer 

is openly gay and is famous 

for their LGBTQ advocacy 

and was presented the 

“Equality Idol Award.” 

4-time gold medalist in 

Olympic diving. This diver is 

openly gay and after testing 

positive for HIV he wrote a 

bestselling autobiography 

Breaking the Surface. 

This comedic actor is most 

recently known for their role 

as a scheming cheerleading 

coach on the hit series Glee. 

This actor is openly lesbian 

and named one of Power 

Up’s “10 Amazing Gay 

Women in Showbiz.” 

The Puerto Rican pop 

singer of “Livin’ La Vida 

Loca.” In 2010 this singer 

announced their 

homosexuality. This person 

stated that their years spent 

in silence about their 

sexuality made them 

stronger and discovered that 

acceptance has to come 

from within. 
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Academy Award-winning 

and two-time Grammy 

Award winning US rock 

musician and singer.  

Known for their theme song 

to Al Gore’s documentary 

An Inconvenient Truth. This 

person has also been an 

iconic gay and lesbian 

activist since coming out in 

1993. 

This talk show host and 

journalist is well known for 

their MSNBC hit show that 

features the most recent 

information on politics and 

news stories. This person is 

the first openly gay anchor 

to host a major prime-time 

news program in the US. 

This English actor began in 

theatre but has had much 

success in film taking roles 

such as Gandalf and 

Magneto. They were 

knighted in 1990 for their 

work in the arts. 

This actor is well known for 

their work in film and on TV, 

appearing as a lead in 

Across the Universe. This 

actor announced 

themselves as a bisexual 

via Twitter in 2012. 

Former world #1 tennis 

player. This tennis player 

was originally from 

Czechoslovakia and shortly 

after gaining their American 

citizenship they publicly 

came out about their sexual 

orientation. 

This financial advisor ends 

each of their television 

shows with the slogan 

“People first, then money, 

then things.” This person 

holds a B.A. in social work 

from the University of Illinois 

at Urbana-Champaign. In 

2007 they stated that their 

sexual orientation is lesbian. 

Originally known for their 

role as Rogue from the X-

Men movies, this person is 

now better known as the 

star of the cable series, 

“True Blood”. While at the 

Give a Damn campaign this 

person came out as 

bisexual during a public 

service announcement. 

This person is a Welsh 

professional rugby footballer 

who plays rugby for the 

Crusaders in Europe’s 

Super League. After coming 

out as gay in 2009 this 

person was voted top of the 

Pink List as the 101 most 

influential gay people in the 

UK. 

This musician became 

famous on MySpace and is 

also known as a model, 

fashion designer, make-up 

artist, and DJ. This person is 

known for their 

“transgressive, gender-

bending appearance and 

persona.” 

This activist is most known 

for their work with the 

Human Rights Campaign as 

the Deputy Director of 

Diversity. This person holds 

the title for being the first 

transgender person to lead 

a national LGBT rights 

organization that doesn’t 

have an explicit focus on 

transgender. 

This English comedian is 

known for their whimsical 

rambling and fun outfits. 

They self define as being an 

“executive”, “action”, and 

“professional” transvestite, 

and as a “male tomboy.” 

This teacher and politician 

from California is a member 

of the Democratic Party and 

was the first queer Person 

of Color elected to Congress 

in the historic wins of 2012. 

This Democratic politician 

from California was not only 

the first openly lesbian 

woman elected to Senate in 

the historic wins of 2012, but 

also holds the title of being 

the first woman elected to 

represent Wisconsin in the 

Senate. 

This politician is the U.S. 

Representative from 

Arizona’s 9
th
 congressional 

district and is the first 

person to serve while openly 

indentifying as bisexual. She 

was elected during the 

historic wins of 2012. 

In a 44 year relationship 

with Thea Spyer. They were 

married in May of 2007 in 

Canada. After Thea’s death 

the federal government 

refused to acknowledge 

their marriage. She 

challenged the 

constitutionality of DOMA 

and won. 

An American politician 

affiliated with the 

conservative group 

ProtectAmerica.com. 

Instrumental in the legal 

battle to uphold the ban on 

same-sex marriage in 

California. Prop 8, which 

failed June 2013 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Proposition_8_%282008%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Same-sex_marriage_in_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Same-sex_marriage_in_California


ANSWER KEY 
Harvey Milk “This politician and activist was elected to the San Francisco Board of Supervisors becoming the 

first openly gay official in a major US city.  They authorized the city’s first anti-discrimination 
law that protected lesbians and gay men. They were murdered by a colleague in 1978.” 

Andy Warhol “U.S. artist.  Famous practitioner of Pop Art; best known for frequent use of silkscreen.  Often 
used repeated imagery.  Celebrity and familiarity figured prominently in his work. He is also 
known for being openly gay before the gay liberation movement.  

Walt Whitman U.S. journalist and poet. Tended to injured Civil War soldiers. Wrote for Harper’s Weekly from 
the war front. Best known for Leaves of Grass which was often labeled as obscene because of its 
explicit sexual content. Also known as the father of free verse. 

Tennessee Williams U.S. writer who lived in New Orleans as an adult.  Wrote The Glass Menagerie, A Streetcar 
Named Desire, The Rose Tattoo, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof and Sweat Bird of Youth. Was also part of 
a gay social circle in New York. 

Joan of Arc “This French resistance leader was known as Pucelle (the Maid) and was highly respected and 
revered by poor and working classes in France as a successful military fighter.  She became a 
Saint in 1869.” 

Oscar Wilde “This person is known for the novel The Picture of Dorian Gray and the play, The Importance of 
Being Earnest. This person suffered the disapproval of his relationship with a same sex person 
from his partner’s father publicly.” 

Elton John “This popular rock singer and pianist is well known for songs such as “Rocket Man,” “Honky 
Cat,” and “Goodbye Yellow Brick Road.” They came out as a bisexual in a interview with Rolling 
Stone and was amongst the first couples in the UK to form a civil partnership.” 

Leonardo da Vinci “This Italian architect, artist, inventor, sculptor, and scientist is said to be the first “Renaissance 
Man.”  This person’s sexuality was a popular subject they were charged with sodomy in an 
incident involving a prostitute but the charges were dropped for lack of evidence.” 

Christine Jorgensen “This person was the first person to be widely known to have a sex reassignment surgery. This 
performer used their media appeal to become a night club entertainer, actor, and singer. They 
also appeared on several talk shows and used their fame to speak at universities across 
America.” 

Audre Lorde “This black poet’s work, published frequently in the 1960’s, was crucial to the civil rights, 
feminist, and anti-war movement. Their diaries, written while struggling with cancer, are also 
popular. This person was self defined as a “black, lesbian, mother, warrior, poet.” 

Freddie Mercury “British musician, singer and songwriter, best known as the lead vocalist of the rock band 
Queen. They are remembered for their flamboyant stage performances and outrageous outfits. 
This person was also an acknowledged bisexual.” 

Frida Kahlo “Mexican painter whose  intense and powerful self-portraits and life-long suffering made them 
a national icon. This painter was in a very troubled marriage and had many extramarital affairs 
with both men and women.” 

Zachary Quinto “This actor is well known for their role on the TV series Heroes and for their role in the 2009 
adaptation of Star Trek. This actor publicly came out as gay after the suicide of a bisexual 
teenager, hoping to further help support gay rights.” 

Ellen Degeneres “US actor in TV and movies, stand-up comedian and currently Emmy-Award winning host of a 
syndicated talk show. This person came out during their appearance on The Oprah Winfrey 
Show.” 
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Chaz Bono “Born to the comedy and music duo Sonny & Cher, they are a political activist and freelance 
writer for “The Advocate.” This person is a transgender person and underwent a gender 
transition between 2008 and 2010.” 

Margaret Cho “A Korean-American comedian who has become active politically as well as acting in films and 
designing clothing. This person has won awards for her humanitarian efforts for women, Asains, 
and the LGBTQ community. This person started Love is Love is Love.”  

Lady Gaga “Eccentric pop singer who is best known for their outrageous wardrobe and theatrical 
performance. This singer is an outspoken activist for LGBTQ rights, is a bisexual, and is known as 
a “gay icon.”  

Neil Patrick Harris “This actor is most renowned for their role as “Doogie Howser, M.D.” and their work on TV’s 
“How I Met Your Mother.” This actor confirmed to be gay in 2006, has twins via a surrogate 
mother with his partner, and announced that he and his partner are engaged.” 

Perez Hilton “This person is the internet's most notorious gossip columnist, who currently resides in 
Hollywood with their precious mini-Goldendoodle, Teddy. This person briefly worked as a media 
relations assistant for LGBTQ rights organization GLAAD.” 

Angelina Jolie “Star of movie blockbusters “Tomb Raider” and “Girl Interrupted”, this person’s most recent 
fame comes from their social work in Africa. This actress has a brief relationship with a model-
actress on the set of a movie and claimed she would have married her if she weren’t married to 
a man.” 

Adam Lambert “This San Diego native is best known for their close finish on the FOX series singing competition 
“American Idol”. This singer is openly gay and is famous for their LGBTQ advocacy and was 
presented the “Equality Idol Award.”” 

Greg Louganis “4-time gold medalist in Olympic diving. This diver is openly gay and after testing positive for HIV 
he wrote a bestselling autobiography Breaking the Surface.” 

Jane Lynch “This comedic actor is most recently known for their role as a scheming cheerleading coach on 
the hit series Glee. This actor is openly lesbian and named one of Power Up’s “10 Amazing Gay 
Women in Showbiz.”” 

Ricky Martin “The Puerto Rican pop singer of “Livin’ La Vida Loca.” In 2010 this singer announced their 
homosexuality. This person stated that their years spent in silence about their sexuality made 
them stronger and discovered that acceptance has to come from within.” 

Melissa Etheridge “Academy Award-winning and two-time Grammy Award winning US rock musician and singer.  
Known for their theme song to Al Gore’s documentary An Inconvenient Truth. This person has 
also been an iconic gay and lesbian activist since coming out in 1993.” 

Rachel Maddow “This talk show host and journalist is well known for their MSNBC hit show that features the 
most recent information on politics and news stories. This person is the first openly gay anchor 
to host a major prime-time news program in the US..” 

Sir Ian McKellen “This English actor began in theatre but has had much success in film taking roles such as 
Gandalf and Magneto. They were knighted in 1990 for their work in the arts. 

Evan Rachel Wood “This actor is well known for their work in film and on TV, appearing as a lead in Across the 
Universe. This actor announced themselves as a bisexual via Twitter in 2012.” 

Martina Navratilova “Former world #1 tennis player. This tennis player was originally from Czechoslovakia and 
shortly after gaining their American citizenship they publicly came out about their sexual 
orientation.  ” 

Suze Orman “This financial advisor ends each of their television shows with the slogan “People first, then 
money, then things.” This person holds a B.A. in social work from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. In 2007 they stated that their sexual orientation is lesbian.” 



Anna Paquin “Originally known for their role as Rogue from the X-Men movies, this person is now better 
known as the star of the cable series, “True Blood”. While at the Give a Damn campaign this 
person came out as bisexual during a public service announcement. 

Gareth Thomas “This person is a Welsh professional rugby footballer who plays rugby for the Crusaders in 
Europe’s Super League. After coming out as gay in 2009 this person was voted top of the Pink 
List as the 101 most influential gay people in the UK. 

Jeffree Star “This musician became famous on MySpace and is also known as a model, fashion designer, 
make-up artist, and DJ. This person is known for their “transgressive, gender-bending 
appearance and persona.” 

Allyson Robinson “This activist is most known for their work with the Human Rights Campaign as the Deputy 
Director of Diversity. This person holds the title for being the first transgender person to lead a 
national LGBT rights organization that doesn’t have an explicit focus on transgender.” 

Eddie Izzard “This English comedian is known for their whimsical rambling and fun outfits. They self define as 
being an “executive”, “action”, and “professional” transvestite, and as a “male tomboy.”   

Mark Takano “This teacher and politician from California is a member of the Democratic Party and was the 
first queer Person of Color elected to Congress in the historic wins of 2012.” 

Tammy Baldwin “This Democratic politician from California was not only the first openly lesbian woman elected 
to Senate in the historic wins of 2012, but also holds the title of being the first woman elected to 
represent Wisconsin in the Senate.” 

Kyrsten Sinema “This politician is the U.S. Representative from Arizona’s 9th congressional district and is the first 
person to serve while openly indentifying as bisexual. She was elected during the historic wins of 
2012.” 

Edith Windsor “In a 44 year relationship with Thea Spyer. They were married in May of 2007 in Canada. After 
Thea’s death the federal government refused to acknowledge their marriage. She challenged 
the constitutionality of DOMA and won.” 

Dennis Hollingsworth “An American politician affiliated with the conservative group ProtectAmerica.com. 
Instrumental in the legal battle to uphold the ban on same-sex marriage in California. Prop 8, 
which failed June 2013” 
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