Safe Zone Training
History and Pop Culture Match Up
This exercise is meant to challenge the invisibility and silence around historical figures in society that today would be identified as GLBTQ.  The second half of the activity matches celebrities in pop culture and media that have been identified as being GLBTQ.  
Facilitator Observations
· It is important in any of these exercises that it determines a lot about how society defines gender and sex.  These are also listed in a contemporary context and definition.  The phraseology of “homosexuality” didn’t exist in the past and self-identification may not have actually happened.  These definitions are also constantly changing.  Historians are even now going back and examining people who today could be considered gay, lesbian or transgendered.
Historical Activity

Provide each person with an approximately equal number of cards, preferably a mix of names and descriptions.  None of the cards reveal the sexual orientation or gender identity of the individuals on the card.  The object is to match the names and biographies with each other to see the matches in place.  Encourage people to move around to match names with descriptions.  After the matching is complete, explain that all of the figures from the historical list are GLBTQ.  Proceed to the facilitation questions.

Facilitation Questions
· Why do you think that historical figures have not been portrayed as being GLBTQ?  

· Which of these historical figures surprised you the most?  Why?

· What other groups do you feel are consistently left out of or misrepresented in history?

· How might it feel to be invisible and why might it be important to identify GLBTQ historical figures to students who are, themselves GLBTQ?

Celebrity Activity

Provide each person with an approximately equal number of cards, preferably a mix of names and descriptions.  None of the cards reveal the sexual orientation or gender identity of the individuals on the card.  The object is to match the names and biographies with each other to see the matches in place.  Encourage people to move around to match names with descriptions.  After the matching is complete, explain that all of the figures from this list are GLBTQ.  Proceed to the facilitation questions.  This activity will likely be easier than the historical listing.  

Facilitation Questions
· What did you observe about the celebrities on this list?  Did anything surprise you?

· Is popular culture and media an easier or more difficult place to be “out” as GLBTQ?  Why?

· Is this list all-inclusive?  Why might people hide their sexual orientations or gender identities?
· How does coming out affect the label or image of actors or celebrities?
Answer Key

Historical
Leonard Bernstein

“This US musician and composer is best known for popularizing…”

Babe Didrikson

“This US athlete won 364 first place…”

Barbara Jordan

“This US attorney, stateswoman, and educator…”

Margaret Mead

“This U.S. anthropologist and writer…”

Harvey Milk


“This politician and activist was elected to the San Francisco…”

Andy Warhol

“U.S. artist.  Famous practitioner of Pop Art…”

Walt Whitman

“U.S. journalist and poet.  Tended to injured…”

Tennessee Williams

“U.S. writer who lived in New Orleans…”

Alexander the Great

“This king of Macedonia…”

Hans Christian Anderson
“This Danish writer who was born…”

Elton John


“This popular rock singer and pianist…”

Leonardo da Vinci

“This Italian architect, artist, inventor…”

Joan of Arc


“This French resistance leader was known…”

Oscar Wilde


“This Irish writer and critic was the object…”

Pyotr Tchaikovsky

“This Russian composer was prone…”

Rudolph Nureyev

“This Russian ballet dancer was a soloist…”

Celebrity
Joan Baez


“American folk singer and songwriter known for her…”

Lance Bass


“Singer and former member of the boy band…”

Richard Chamberlain
“US actor in films and movies, known for performances…”

Tracy Chapman

“Multi-platinum and multi-Grammy winning guitarist…”

Ellen DeGeneres

“US actress in TV and movies, stand-up comedian…”

Melissa Etheridge

“Academy-Award-winning and two-time Grammy…”

Nathan Lane


“Tony and Emmy Award-winning actor of stage…”

Little Richard

“American singer, songwriter and pianist who gained fame…”

Greg Louganis

“4-time gold medalist in Olympic…”

Barry Manilow

“American singer and songwriter best known…”

Ian McKellen


“Veteran English stage and screen actor and recipient…”

Martina Navratilova
“Former world #1 tennis player…”

Rosie O’Donnell

“11-time Emmy Award winning talk show host…”

George Takei


“Iconic actor of the Star Trek series…”

Lily Tomlin


Academy-award nominated actress, comedian, writer…”

Gus Van Sant

“Academy Award nominated director, photographer, musician…” 

	Leonard Bernstein
(1918-1990)
	Babe Didrikson
(1911-1956)
	Barbara Jordan
(1936-1996)
	Margaret Mead
(1901-1978)

	Harvey Milk
(1930-1978)
	Andy Warhol
(1928-1987)
	Walt Whitman
(1819-1892)
	Tennessee Williams
(1911-1983)

	Alexander the Great
(356 BC – 323 BC)
	Hans Christian Anderson
(1805-1875)
	Elton John
(1947-     )
	Leonardo da Vinci
(1452-1519)

	Joan of Arc
(1412-1431)
	Oscar Wilde
(1854-1900)
	Pyotr Tchaikovsky
(1840-1893)
	Rudolph Nureyev
(1938-1993)


	This US musician and composer is best known for popularizing classical music for the masses.  As conductor of the New York Symphony Orchestra, he was instrumental in encouraging young people to better understand and enjoy classical music.
	This US athlete won 364 first place medals in track and field and also won championships in basketball, baseball, boxing, swimming, diving, horseback riding, shooting, fencing, tennis, golf and billiards.  This athlete entered three events in the 1932 Olympics and won 2 gold medals.
	This US attorney, stateswoman, and educator was the first black Southern woman to be elected to the US House of Representatives and the first black woman to address the Democratic National Convention in 1976.  She was a key figure in Nixon’s impeachment hearings.
	This U.S. anthropologist and writer became world famous for studies of South Seas peoples, especially Coming of Age in Samoa.  This person wrote more than 1000 articles and 39 books in addition to working as a curator at the Museum of National History in New York.

	This politician and activist was elected to the San Francisco Board of Supervisors as the first openly gay official in a major US city.  He authorized the city’s first anti-discrimination law that protected lesbians and gay men.  He was murdered by a colleague in 1978.
	U.S. artist.  Famous practitioner of Pop Art; best known for frequent use of silkscreen.  Often used repeated imagery.  Celebrity and familiarity figured prominently in his work.
	U.S. journalist and poet.  Tended to injured Civil War soldiers.  Wrote for Harper’s Weekly from the war front.  Best known for Leaves of Grass which has influenced generations of poets since.
	U.S. writer who lived in New Orleans as an adult.  Wrote The Glass Menagerie, A Streetcar Named Desire, The Rose Tattoo, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof and Sweat Bird of Youth

	This king of Macedonia was the leader of the Corinthian League and the conqueror of Persia.  He forged the largest Western empire of the ancient world.
	This Danish writer who was born the son of a poor shoemaker, is best known for Tales Told for Children, a popular collection that includes “The Tinderbox,” “The Snow Queen,” “The Tin Soldier,” and “The Ugly Duckling.”
	This popular rock singer and pianist is well known for songs such as “Rocket Man,” “Honky Cat,” and “Goodbye Yellow Brick Road.”
	This Italian architect, artist, inventor, sculptor, and scientist is said to be the first “Renaissance Man.”  His various endeavors set the stage for hundreds of years of inventions and perceptions about the natural world.

	This French resistance leader was known as Pucelle (the Maid) and was highly respected and revered by poor and working classes in France as a successful military fighter.  She became a Saint in 1869.
	This Irish writer and critic was the object of scandal.  This person’s quotes include, “All art is quite useless,” and “Life is much too important a topic ever to talk seriously about.”  This person is known for the novel The Picture of Dorian Gray and the play, The Importance of Being Earnest.
	This Russian composer was prone to suicidal attacks of depression and bursts of maniacally productive creativity.  He composed symphonies, ballets, and operas, including Swan Lake and The Nutcracker.
	This Russian ballet dancer was a soloist with the Kirov Ballet and later with the Royal Ballet in England.  He is considered one of the greatest male ballet dancers in history.


	Joan Baez
	Lance Bass
	Richard Chamberlain
	Tracy Chapman

	Ellen DeGeneres
	Melissa Etheridge
	Nathan Lane
	Little Richard

	Greg Louganis
	Barry Manilow
	Ian McKellen
	Martina Navratilova

	Rosie O’Donnell
	George Takei
	Lily Tomlin
	Gus Van Sant


	American folk singer and songwriter known for her highly individualized vocal style.  Known for her early and long-lasting relationship with Bob Dylan and her activism for nonviolence, civil and human rights.
	Singer and former member of the “boy band” ‘N Sync.  Also known for his attempt at space travel in 2002.
	US actor in films and movies, known for performances in US television mini-series such as Shogun and The Thorn Birds.
	Multi-platinum and multi-Grammy winning guitarist and artist for such songs as “Fast Car, “Talkin’ ‘Bout a Revolution,” and “Give Me One Reason.”

	US actress in TV and movies, stand-up comedian and currently Emmy-Award winning host of a syndicated talk show.
	Academy Award-winning and two-time Grammy Award winning US rock musician and singer.  Known recently for her theme song to Al Gore’s documentary An Inconvenient Truth.
	Tony and Emmy Award-winning actor of stage and screen.  Known for his portrayals in the movie, The Birdcage, but popularized in the stage and movie version of The Producers.
	American singer, songwriter and pianist who gained fame with groundbreaking hit singles such as “Tutti Frutti” and “Long Tall Sally.”  Member of Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.

	4-time gold medalist in Olympic diving who wrote a best-selling autobiography of his life.
	American singer and songwriter best known for songs “I Write the Songs,” “Mandy,” and “Copacabana.”  Has sold over 75 million records worldwide.
	Veteran English stage and screen actor and recipient of a Tony Award and two Oscar nominations.  Best known for roles in recent movies including the Lord of the Rings and X-Men trilogies.
	Former world #1 tennis player and winner of 18 Grand Slam singles titles, 31 women’s doubles titles and 10 mixed double titles.  Won Wimbledon a record 9 times.

	11-time Emmy Award winning talk show host, television personality, comedienne and actress.  Known for outspoken views and controversy in the media.
	Iconic actor of the Star Trek series of television and movies.  Has recently appeared in the television show Heroes.
	Academy-award nominated actress, comedian, writer and producer who has received several Tony and Emmy Awards as well as a Grammy award.  Known for stand-up comedy and as iconic character, Ernestine.
	Academy Award nominated director, photographer, musician and author.  Known for such movies as Even Cowgirls Get the Blues, My Own Private Idaho and Good Will Hunting.


