Safe Zone Training

Heteronormativity 
NOTE:

Facilitators prior to the training must have previously created a youtube.com account and logged in on the computer.  That will allow the video clips to be able to play at the end of the PowerPoint.  The bottom clip will ask you to confirm your birthdate because the video was “flagged” due to content.  Ask if the content is any different than might be seen and accepted in most heterosexual television shows.

This activity addresses the normative images that are portrayed in the media surrounding heteronormativity.  Ask participants if they have a definition of heteronormativity.  Following this, ask how it is shown in society.
Explain that you are going to show a PowerPoint show that flips things around.  You will show a collection of advertising images and television clips in which there is “homonormativity.”  Go through the slides and then proceed with the facilitation questions.
Facilitation Questions
· What is your reaction to the slides?
· What messages are given to GLBTQ people in society through heteronormative images in media and advertising?  How would it feel to be exposed to these images every day as “normal” or the “status quo” in society?

Facilitator Observations
· These images were taken from “fringe” GLBTQ magazines such as Out, the Advocate and Girlfriends.  The television shows are Queer as Folk and The L-Word.  Given that GLBTQ people make up 10% of the population, there are very few images in the mainstream that show GLBTQ people in a positive light (or even the light at all.)
· Even when GLBTQ-friendly images pop up in the media, there is often an immediate backlash towards the TV networks demanding that advertisements be pulled or that boycotts are committed.  If you were GLBTQ in society, how would this feel for you?  What messages would this reinforce?

· Heteronormativity refers to the normalization of heterosexuality.  Referring to everyone’s partner being of the opposite sex (husband or wife), marriage, using gender-specific pronouns, etc.  It often goes unchallenged in our society and it is vital to keep an ear out for these characteristics in order to be truly inclusive.

