Movies

You may have rented a video or DVD and seen the FBI warning at the beginning talking about criminal fines and jail time for unauthorized public viewing of the movie.  Well, that is exactly the problem with showing a movie to the public on campus.

The Werner University Center obtains a license to show cinematic movies on campus to the public.  Signed contracts and purchase orders are necessary!  It isn’t as simple as going to Hollywood Video and renting one!

Student organizations cannot show a cinematic movie on campus in a public viewing format without a license.  Some exceptions to this may be for educational movies shown in university settings that you may have seen in a class.  What does this mean?

If you want to show a movie on campus, you should contact a distributor of motion pictures in advance (two weeks is good) and plan on spending the money for the showing (about $400-700 per showing).  Swank is the company that the University Center contracts with for its movie series.  If you charge admission to a movie, the movie distributor will charge either the set fee or ½ of the returns on the movie, whichever is higher.

Student organizations can show home movies or anything else that doesn’t have a copyright without paying the distribution fee.  If you have additional questions, contact Student Leadership & Activities staff.

Questions & Answers
· What are some good locations to show movies on campus?

The Werner University Center Columbia Room will hold about 200 people with surround sound, the Den about 50-60, while the Pacific Room can hold over 500.  Any classroom auditorium on campus can work, as can an outdoor location like the Drive-In Movie for New Student Week.  Perhaps you even want to arrange a “Dive-In Movie” in the pool and show Jaws?

Dances, Concerts, Live Music

If your organization is looking at doing a dance on campus, there are specific provisions for Public Safety to assist with crowd control.  Public Safety will have at least one uniformed officer (full time or student) at live music events, dances, concerts or similar activities.  Events with 100 or more people and a live band playing for dances will have a minimum of two uniformed officers at all times.

For dances in the Werner University Center, your student organization will be charged to have special events staff monitor entrance and exit doors of the facility.  If there are less than 250 people planned, three special events staff are required (unless no admission is charged, in which case it is four).  If there are to be more than 250 people, four special events staff members are required.  More information about this is available during the Event Advisement process.

Questions & Answers

· How do I hold a successful dance?

Your event advisor will be able to assist with successful hints and tips but the following are good guidelines:

· Have upbeat, varied music from a good DJ

· Advertise early and often

· Provide some other incentives to go – food, drinks, prizes, etc.

· Have a catchy theme to go with the dance

· Utilize campus marketing extensively for the few days prior to the dance

· Use word-of-mouth with all organization members and get commitments for people to come.

