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INTERNATIONAL CULTURE SERIVICE PROGRAM (ICSP)

Biographical Sketches of Speakers for the 2009  -2010 Academic year
Brighten up your classroom, organization or office with an international speaker! The students listed on the
following pages are available for no expense to speak on a range of topics. As selected participants in the
International Cultural Service Progranthey receive tuition scholarships in exchange for providing a minimum of
80 hours per academic year of cultural and educational service to the state of Oregon.

In addition to regular 3640 minute presentations, these "cultural ambassadors" can address issues of development,
contrast traditional and modern lifestyles, translate material, interpret, and coach sports. They can adapt their
material to suit specific needs and interests. Students have remarked repeatedly about the value of interacting with
Americans on and off campus. They appreciate the opportunity to share information about their countries and look
forward to meeting Oregonians on a more personal basis.

The different cultural activities and services that this vibrant group of selected students can offer include, but
are not limited to:

Speaking/ performing at cultur al activi
Presentations on homeland rel ated i ssuU
Assisting in a classroom

Foreign | anguage tutoring or teaching

COUNTRIES represented for the 2088010 academic year include:
BULGARIA  BURKINA FASO CHINA GHANA

KENYA JAPAN UGANDA NEPAL

AVAILABILITY: International students, in most cases, witiot be available during the following periods:
November 267 November 2% Thanksgiving Holiday
December h1 January a Final Exams and Winter Break
March 15n T March 28n Final Exams and Spring Break
June i 1ln Final Exams and End of Term

Who do | contact if | have questions?

How does the program work? Ambre Plahn

Simply complete the request form ICSP Coordinator
enclosed to this booklet and return it to Yuhang (Julia) Bai Shengnan Wang
our office. Or, you can visit our website ICSP Coordinator Assistant  ICSP Coordinator Assistant
and email the form to us. We will post International Students & Scholars Affairs
your request where the students are Western Oregon University
required to check once a week. The 345 N. Monmouth Ave.

e R e directly t Monmouth, OR 97361
s GEcoigehyoy SIECty g Phone: 508388425 Fax: 508388338
make arrangements. Email: global@wou.edu

Website: http://www.wou.edu/provost/international




SAMMY AGGRO & GHANA

Languages: English, TWI, EWE, American Sign Language

Major: ASL/English Interpreting

Work experience: Sammy taught as a woodworking teacher in Ghana
and taught sign language to teachers. He's the coordinator for a pri-
vate organization based in Utah. Also he has worked on soliciting for
various items from organization to be donated to Deaf kids in Ghana
since last year.

Sammy plays soccer and volleyball in his spare time. He enjoys meeting new people and

|l earning about other countries. AMy country
have different cultures and a variety of festivals. | cannot describe everything on paper but
Il will encourage you to come aSathmywggroness t hi s
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HAIYANG WANG 1 CHINA * &
Languages: English, Chinese

Major: Music
Work experience: Haiyang works at the dining hall on campus and volunteers for the
Red Across in Shenyang, China.

Haiyang enjoys meeting new people, music, and cooking. She is eager to share her knowl-

edge and experience in music with others. She
sic, history and many instruments. She is the recipient of the Government scholarship in

China because of her outstanding grades and leadership. She enjoys spending time with the

elderly and young children.

SHUANG SONG & CHINA

Languages: English, Chinese
Major: Business
Experience: Vol unt eered for the GovH Food

Team member of basketball, volleyball, hockey 20@®09; took 1st
place in a cooking contest in Junior High school.

Shuang is the Vice President of International Club and activity coordinator of Chinese Club
this year. She is a very outgoing person. She describes herself as an optimistic person. She
likes sport, especially swimming, basketball, badminton, and singing. Shuang is the one of
the players of International Intramural Volleyball team for the term of fall 2009. She likes

to get involved She likes to cook, and can teach small groups how to cook simple dishes, and
explain the significance of various ingredients and presentation styles.
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HENRY HANSON & GHANA

Language: English, Fante (his local language)

Major: Pre-Professional Studies

Work Experience: Henry has taught primary school in Africa.

Henry Hanson has a passion for gardening, hiking, soccer, music, and listening to inspira-
tional talks. In the past he has volunteered for Teachers National Service, and he loves
working with children and teenagers. Henry would love to share his knowledge of festi-

vals, art, music, and traditional games from
respectful, and dHemyHatnson eart h person. 0

EMIKO HORI & JAPAN ‘

Language: English, Japanese

Major: Political Science

Work Experience Emiko has taught English to children up to 12 years of age. She
worked as a peer assistant and a student government leader at Cheme-
keta Community College. She also worked as an Intern Staff at Che-
meketa International Programs.

Emiko Hori is the program coordinator of International Club this year. She is a very open
minded person. She loves to move around, walk outdoors, talk to friends, and meet new
people. Emiko loves learning about new cultures and sharing her culture with others. She
also enjoys watching movies every now and then. While volunteering Emiko has visited
elementary, middle, and high schools to share her Japanese culture. She has also partici-

pated in voter registration, Habitat for

|l i ke to teach overall features about Japa

like to teach some basic Japanese writing, games, tongue twisters, and songs. | can also

share some art wor ks, -EmkaHdariti onal food, a

REIKO HARANO € JAPAN

Languages: English, Japanese ‘

Major: Art ,

Work Experience: Reiko has worked as a cashier, and an assistant for kids in English
schools .

Reiko is a very quiet person and enjoys a quiet, peaceful environment. cheerfully presents
audiences with a colorful view of Japan through demonstrations of kimono, Japanese food &
history, origami and calligraphy. She illustrates beautiful Japanese traditions with photo-
graphs. She would also love to share her knowledge of art and different ideals across the
world.



http://flagspot.net/images/g/gh.gif

*
B%
SHAOMING SUN (ANGELA) - CHINA * ol

Languages: English, Chinese
Major: Music
Work Experience: In China Angela was a professional music and piano teacher in

both public and private schools for five years. She was also a con-
ductor for Children Choir.

Angela is very optimistic and loves to help people. She was born into a musical family thus
her life often revolves around music. She loves to listen to music, play the piano and violin,
and sing. She also loves to cook food for her friends and watch movies. Since April of 2008
Angela has been volunteering for the Child Development Center on campus. She would
love to teach people about Chinese culture, traditional food, music, and events. She would
love to share her knowledge of dumpling, Beijing Opera, and traditional festivals.

TODOR TODOROV € BULGARIA

Languages: English, Bulgarian

Major: Computer Science

Work Experiences: Todor has worked as a computer lab assistant and a library assis-
tant.

Todor Todorov is the webmaster of International Club this year. He has volunteered in

different after-school programs working with children and has occasionally helped the eld-

erly with different chores. He loves to work with all age groups but finds himself most

comfortable around college or high school students. Todor loves meeting new people,

|l earning, playing sports, travelling, cooki ng
would like to know about my country. | have a large collection of photos that | took when

| was in Bulgaria and would be happy to share them. | would also be really excited to

show how to prepare s ome-Todordatloravi on a l Bul gar i a
*

YIN SHENG & CHINA *

Languages: English, Chinese

Major: Business

Work experience: Yin worked in a CPA company this summer. She also volunteered

in the Child Development Center, Monmouth Children Day
Camp and an interpreter for a wedding.

Yin Sheng is an active member of International Club. In the past two years, she has been in
the decoration group helping set up the events for both International Night and Chinese
New Year. She enjoys working with children, playing piano, and writing. Yin would love to
share Chinese culture, events, art, and food with new people.
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QIAN HU (Crystal) & CHINA

Languages: English, Chinese
Major: Art
Work Experience: She worked as a intern in audit , market research , and advertis-

ing. Volunteer in Child Develop Center, Jensen Arctic Museum
and many other clubs & groups on campus.

Crystal is the ASWOU representative of International Club this year. She can demonstrate
her rich knowledge of Chinese perspectives to an audience in many different ways, such as
water color , traditional Chinese writing, and playing traditional Chinese instruments. The
Chinese cuisine has a rich history and she can also talk about food associated with holiday
celebrations. Crystal likes to get involved on campus. She was in the decoration group to
design posters for International Night and other activities. She loves working with chil-
dren and teenagers and sharing Chinese culture with them.

»*
SHANSHAN WANG & CHINA * R
Languages: English, Chinese
Major: Education
Work Experience: Shanshan has volunteered at different organizations.

Shanshan enjoys working with children and the elderly. She has volunteered at the Child
Development Center at WOU and the Monmouth Senior Center since 2008. She is a very
active International Club Officer for helping planning and organizing International Night
and Chinese Spring Festival celebration. Shanshan also loves reading and making new
friends. She would like to share her Chinese culture and traditional food with new people.

ZIHAN GAO( SUSAN) i CHINA

Languages: English, Chinese, Spanish
Major: Spanish & Business
Work experience: Susan is working as a Resident Assistant in Heritage Hall ( Inter-

national Hall). She was a volunteer at the Child Development
Center at WOU and the Monmouth Senior Center. She is the
treasurer of the CIRCLE club on campus.

Susan is the president of International Club this year. She describes herself as a hardwork-
ing, outgoing and warmhearted person . She enjoys helping others and learning different
languages. Susan can colorfully present traditional Chinese festival by PowerPoint and pa-
per cutting. Sheds also prepared to talk
and Chilebs Educational Systems as well a
Western countries. In addition, Susan can address more about Chinese artists of music and
panting.
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XIAO CHENG i CHINA *
Languages: Chinese, English
Major: Business

Work experience: She is currently working in the Valsetz Dining Hall. She was also a
note taker for the WOU Tutoring Program.

Xiao is a very responsible, intelligent person. She loves reading in her spare time. She was a
member of Alternative Break last winter. During the trip, she was one of the three interna-
tional students. One way in which she shares her Chinese culture with domestic students is
through food. She loves to work with young children which brought her to volunteer in

the WOU Child Development Center.

»*

XIAOYING ZHANG i CHINA * +

Languages: Chinese, English

Major: Business

Work experience: She helped her father run his business and assisted her sister in ac-
counting. She also has the experience working at the WOU Physical
plant and Valsetz Dining Hall.

Xiaoying Zhang is the treasurer of the International Club for the year 2009 and a member of
the SEEK program which is a volunteer program at WOU that pairs students with elderly
people in the community who need assistance. She loves her culture and heritage. She pro-
vides various topics for her presentations, such as Chinese history, literature, calligraphy,
food and Chinese clothing. Her presentations are not only passing the information or
knowledge, but also sharing her personal opinions which can help her audience get to know
Chinese culture from different perspectives.

ANTOINNE BBAYAGA CHIDI i KENYA

Languages: English, Swabhili

Major: Geography

Work experience: He worked as a cashier, student body vice president and student am-
bassador.

Antoinne is a very outgoing person. He likes sky diving, cliff diving, and playing basketball.
He is from Nairobi, the capital city of Kenya, and is delighted to talk about various indige-
nous tribes, their exotic customs, diverse languages, wild life and unique dresses. Antoinne
is very keen to promote Kenya and its culture to anyone who is interested



Language: English, Japanese

Major: Communication

Work Experience: Nagisa has worked at the Hilton Hotel in Osaka, Japan serving and
helping foreign visitors.

NAGISA SHIMOKADO '

Nagisa loves meeting new people and sharing different points of views that every one of us
have. She is the person who is always surrounded by friends and making them smile! Nagisa
IS very outgoing , energetic, very easy to talk to, responsible and very laid back, but at the
same time, she feels very passionate in learning different cultures and beliefs. As a Com-
munications major and Anthropology minor student, she has very good skills in communi-
cating, understanding, and respecting others. Also, Nagisa is currently a member of the local
Japanese drumming group, Monmouth Taiko, and enjoys both performing and sharing her
culture through music.

TAKAE SAITO i JAPAN

Language: English , Japanese
Major : Art '
Work Experience: Takae works as a reception in several events .

Takae has a cheerful and carefree personality. She always smiles. Takae likes to draw and .
communicate with people from all over the world. She has participated in a volunteer

workshop to help children with disabilities at school as well as assisting the elderly. Takae .
would like to present Japanese traditional performances such as Japanese Drum. She is in-
terested in Japanese cultural feature, such as cartoons, because she thinks it shows the pre-
sent culture of Japan and itdés relationshi

SAMRID ARYAL i NEPAL

Language: English, Nepali, Hindi

Major: Information System

Work Experience: Samrid has worked as an assistant in the network engineering field for
one of the mobile companies in Nepal. He also worked for a retire-
ment home as a volunteer in performing and organizing entertain-
ment activities.

Samrid provides his audience with a fascinating look at colorful customs, rich culture and
religions of Nepal. He would | ove to talk
music, and people to anyone who is interested. He can discuss such topics as Mithila Arts

of Nepal which is linked to religions ceremonies, particularly marriage and its consequences
and procreation. Samrid eagerly bring his traditional Nepalese dish to everyone, and talks
about traditions with people from all over the world. He can also provide information

about the Himalayas in Nepal including Mt. Everest.




JEMA 1 CHINA

Languages: English, Chinese
Major: Computer Science
Work Experience: Jie is currently working at Valsetz Dining Hall on campus. He is

also a volunteer in the SEEK Program and many other activities
held by the school and community.

Jie Ma is the photographer of International Club this year. He is a hakrking and warm:
hearted person. Since he came here, Jie has participate many volunteer programs on and off
campus, such as the SEEK Program to help elderly people in the community with yard

work and other things around the house, National Make a Difference Day, and Interna-

tional Night, etc. He is also ready to talk about Chinese traditions and life experience with
friends from all over the world. Meanwhile, Jie loves watching movies, playing table tennis
and basketball.

KEIKO USHIJIMA -MWESIGWA & JAPAN &UGANDA ‘
Languages: English, Some Ugandan

Major: Psychology

Work Experience: Keiko has worked with children with learning disabilities, in re-

tail, in food service and information desk.

Keiko has dual citizenship in Japan and Uganda. She loves learning, hard work, swimming,
piano, travel, and meeting new people. She is detail oriented and goal driven. In the past,
Keiko has volunteered to work with the elderly, children with special needs, and some
churches. She loves to work with the elderly and young children. Keiko enjoys sharing art,
music, traditional food, and cultural features about her home country with new people.
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FRANCIS KAMWETI i KENYA

Languages: Kikuyu, Swahili and English A A

Major: Computer Science

Work experience: Francis has volunteer in the Autism Society of Kenya to take care of
autistic children and maintained
Garden School to show children the importance of keeping the com-
munity clean.

Francis descries himself as an outgoing and optimistic person. He tends to be immensely
hard on himself, but rarely on others. He supports those that need support. Also he likes to
cook once a while just to try different types of foods. Travelling is one of his favorite hob-
bies, just to see a new place is amazing. Francis is ready to share his culture with anyone
who is interested. His topics include tourism and wildlife of Kenya, physical geography, po-
litical system, education system, and people such as ethnic groups, cultural arts, differences
in economic activities, traditional ceremonies and belief systems.

GILDAS NONGUIERMA i BURKINA FASO *
Languages: English, French, Mobre, Dioula

Major: Business

Work Experience: Gildas worked as a tourist agent in his home country.

Gildas Nonguierma enjoys dancing, singing, and drumming. He likes to work with all dif-
ferent ages, and has volunteered at Food for Lane County. He would love to share his cul-
tural dances, traditional art, and tourist sites. Gildas would also love to share his knowledge
of the economy in Burkina Faso.
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