Graduate Study Committee Meeting 

December 10, 2008 Minutes
Members Present:  Hamid Bahari-Kashani, Roy Bennett, Bob Broeg, Mary Bucy, David Doellinger, Wangeci Gatimu, Jessica Henderson, Marie LeJuene, Mickey Pardew, Pam Salmons and Julia Smith

Ex-Officio:  JoNan LeRoy, Linda Stonecipher

Minutes: Deb Charlton 

	Time


	Agenda Item
	Who
	             Outcome/Follow-up

	12:00 
	Approval of minutes


	Mary Bucy
	Minutes of the November meeting were reviewed and approved as submitted.  Motion Bob, second Jessica, approved by all.

	12:10
	Graduate Office Update
	Linda Stonecipher
	Linda advised that brochures were in development; Rehabilitation Counseling and Special Education should be ready during the week of December 15th.  Linda asked for edits and suggestion to tweak the next round of publications.
Linda asked for suggestions on brochure distribution.  She asked the participants how they were reaching their markets/target populations.  There is a meeting scheduled December 16th to discuss marketing the MAT program.  Linda reminded the group that marketing is by program, not by division or department.  Brochures for the rest of the graduate programs are expected out by January 2009.  Linda has upcoming exhibitor opportunities scheduled in February for the ITSC and NCCE conferences in Portland.  

Linda distributed the Comprehensive Examinations Summary for Fall 2008.  She noted a significant number of takers had failed and stressed the needs for scoring guides that would reliably permit any faculty to score the test.  She asked for a thesis scoring rubric also.  (See notes that follow.)  There was discussion about comprehensive testing in summer which is not currently available as it is difficult to coordinate scoring with so many faculty away during summer.  

	12:20
	Pizza (working lunch)
	
	Break for lunch.

	12:30
	Policy Proposal:
Conditional admissions for international students


	Mary Bucy
	Mary distributed information the Graduate Office had prepared on English language requirements for international students at OUS and peer institutions, TOEFL overview, current policies and conditional admission proposal utilizing the Graduate Committee petition process already in place.  Hamid had shared his proposal which was discussed at the November meeting.  At this meeting, he shared a statement entitled “English Proficiency” and asked the attendees if they agreed/disagreed with the policy it contained which allowed some graduate programs to determine their own language requirements.  He finally advised that this was the situation at PSU.

There followed an extensive, and sometimes passionate, discussion which included concerns about split standards, the validity of the TOEFL and what other methods/types of requirements were in practice at other institutions.  
Julia shared her experience with one international student who had been in the RC program with limited language skills who was successful thanks to additional support and the student’s own abilities.  The petition process was discussed and Linda explained her proposal and her research on the TOEFL and its reliability.
Attendees were asked to consult with their respective divisions/departments and to return with those insights to share during further discussion at the January meeting.

	1:15
	800 series Professional Development numbers
	JoNan LeRoy
	JoNan distributed a hand-out about 800 series classes for professional development which she has discussed with the Registrar who has approved this proposal.  Concerns were discussed about whether faculty would teach these classes and problems with the possible overload.  The proposal was received favorably; motion Hamid, second Julia, approved by all to move on to Faculty Senate.

	1:30
	Policy Proposal:
Petition process


	Linda Stonecipher
	Linda distributed two hand-outs she had edited since the November meeting.  One, the petition form, would move from the student to faculty advisor to the Graduate Office.  The other, the appeal form, would apply if the student wanted to appeal the petition decision and would move from the student to the college dean to the Graduate Studies director to the provost.  
One edit requested during this discussion was to insert a signature line for the student.  Another change requested was to include information about the appeal process in the letters sent to the petitioners whose petitions are denied.  Motion Julia, second Jessica, approved by all. 

	2:30
	Policy Proposal:
Candidacy


	Linda Stonecipher
	Linda distributed one hand-out with both types Admission to Graduate Candidacy forms.  Discussion determined that neither of these forms are required any longer since the process is now followed through the program plan process and candidacy begins when the student is accepted to the program.  Motion Mickey, second David, approved by all.

	3:00
	Graduate student handbook

a. Definition of graduate-level coursework

b. Thesis guidelines

c. Professional project guidelines

d. Field study guidelines

	Mary Bucy
	Mary shared two statements from Washington State University and Indiana University/Purdue/Ft. Wayne defining “graduate courses.”  The group brainstormed and listed salient features of graduate courses.  Volunteers David, Pam, Mary and Hamid will work as a sub-committee and report to the full committee at the February meeting.
Mary distributed the current graduate thesis guidelines and continued the discussion about the need for a scoring rubric and to clarify the differences and better define a thesis, a field study, a professional project and a portfolio.  Linda referred back to her hand-out on comps and provided the percentages of graduate students who complete their studies with each activity.  Volunteers Mary, Jessica, Mickey and JoNan will work as a sub-committee and report to the full committee at the February meeting.

	3:45
	Marketing


	Linda Stonecipher

	Further discussion about marketing was tabled for a later meeting and the retreat was adjourned.


NEXT MEETING/Hamersly 107:  Tuesday, January 20, 2009, 3:30-5:00 pm
 

