Graduate Study Committee Meeting 
October 21, 2008 Minutes 

Members Present: Vivian Amantana, Joel Alexander, Roy Bennett, Bob Broeg, Mary Bucy, David Doellinger, Wangeci Gatimu, Marie LeJuene, Mickey Pardew, Janet Roberts, Pam Salmons, Julia Smith, Daryl Thomas (proxy for Jessica Henderson) and Kevin Walczyk.

Interim Representative: Hamid Bahari-Kashani    
Ex-Officio: Linda Stonecipher
Minutes: Deb Charlton 

	Time


	Agenda Item
	Who
	             Outcome/Follow-up

	3:30
	Graduate Office Update
	Linda Stonecipher
	While waiting for the minutes, Linda shared the graduate enrollment report showing more student credit hours being generated.  She noted the start of the History and Management & Information Systems masters programs and the revised MSE Info. Tech. program.  Linda said the “bottom line is things are looking good” with 13 of the 14 variables on the report as strong.


	3:35
	Approval of minutes


	Mary Bucy
	Minutes of the September meeting were read and approved with minor corrections.

Motion Bob, second Mickey, approved by all.

	3:50
	New process for curriculum changes 
	Mary Bucy


	Mary introduced a curriculum change log form and asked for input to forward to Faculty Senate.  This form would be used for major/minor program changes and noted differences, reasons and assessment for changes.  
Motion Bob, second Kevin, approved by all as outlined.

	4:05
	Graduate petitions

· committee reps

· petition form

· petition guidelines

· meeting dates
	Linda Stonecipher
	Linda presented the current petition forms and a list of petition polices, noting there was practice but no cohesive policy for the petition process.  Discussion included having students attend part of the meeting when their petition was being considered, having a multi-step form with the student indicating whether they wanted faculty support for their petition and including that faculty as indicated by the student.  Having a student attend was supported as an infrequent option in favor of written narrative as petition support.  Linda describes the current appeal process was the Graduate Studies Director making recommendations to the Provost and the Provost making the final decision.

Several campus processes were mentioned as possible models for this process – the PARC process in COE and the student conduct model in Tina Fuchs’ department.  Linda asked to have a standing petitions sub-committee and it was agreed to have three voting members – 2 from COE and 1 from CLAS – Mickey, Marie and Bob volunteered with the understanding that the petitions meeting would now precede the GSC meeting (3-3:30 pm) and more frequently as needed.  More representatives might be involved in an appeal process.

It was proposed that Linda prepare a draft petition and process incorporating suggestions from this discussion.
Motion Daryl, second Kevin, approved by all.

	4:45
	Conditional admissions for International Graduate Students
	Linda Stonecipher
	Linda shared information on the current language requirements for international students requesting graduate admission.  Due to time constraints, it was a brief discussion – one possibility which received positive response was to have students attend post bac and take one graduate class at a time or let each department devise demonstrations/requirements for the student to show their English language ability.

	4:55
	Discussion: 
Upcoming topics
	
	


NEXT MEETING: HL107 Tuesday, November 18, 2008, 3:30-5:00 pm, PETITIONS COMMITTEE 3-3:30 pm
 

