Graduate Study Committee Meeting 

May 19, 2009
Members Present:  Vivian Amantana, Hamid Bahari-Kashani, Roy Bennett, Bob Broeg, Mary Bucy, Wangeci Gatimu, Jessica Henderson, Marie LeJuene, Mickey Pardew, Janet Roberts, Pam Salmons, Julia Smith, Kevin Walczyk 

Ex-Officio:  Linda Stonecipher, JoNan LeRoy
Minutes: Janet Roberts 

	Time
	Agenda Item
	Who
	             Outcome/Follow-up

	3:30
	Approval of April minutes
	Mary Bucy

	Motion Julia, second Roy, approved as submitted.

	3:40
	Graduate Office Update 
	Linda Stonecipher
	Linda shared that 66 students took comprehensive exams – the largest group to date!  No final results available yet. 
The updating process is still on-going especially trying to continue the breakdown process of what programs are available and how many current students are in the programs.  The students’ names to date will be sent from the Graduate Office to the Program Coordinators to confirm that the students are still enrolled.  Currently the 4th week data sets represent enrollment numbers and the next step will be to break the data down into the number of students who have applied for the programs, the number of students admitted both to the programs and WOU and the number of students who register. 



	3:50


	Business course proposals

	Hamid Bahari-Kasani
Steven Scheck
	Steve Scheck presented some background information regarding the business course proposals.  Approximately ten years ago, the current process for the business courses was approved by the Faculty Senate as well as the Provost Council.  Documents were resubmitted about four years later but with the Provost change, the packet was misplaced.  One year ago, the information was created again and has been in place for the current year.  The previous 3 credits courses were deemed inadequate to cover the materials presented and the courses were temporarily approved for 4 credits.  

The rationale and background supports the courses proposed and the committee wants to approve the proposals; however, the paperwork still needs to be submitted before approval is final.  

The exit option was also questioned as the proposal currently states Practicum as the exit requirement.  Currently a practicum is not an approved exit requirement for graduate studies.  Several ideas were discussed including using terminology such as portfolio.  It was agreed that the terminology needs to be consistent throughout all programs and needs to be clearly defined in the graduate handbook.  
It was decided that the courses could be finalized at this meeting with certain conditions.

BA601, 604, 610, 615, 620, 630, 635, 676 were approved with the following conditions:

Paperwork needs to be provided regarding:

· Background information

· Curriculum log including time log from old courses to new courses

· Documentation on practicum definition/requirements (how does the practicum compare to other exit requirements)

The committee may vote via email once all pending documentation is received.  David motioned, Julia seconded.  

	4:10
	Graduate Committee Commencement Policy
	Cornelia Paraskevas
	Cornelia explained that the current commencement policy for graduate students states that if the student has one class remaining in their program they are not allowed to walk through commencement.  WOU currently only holds one commencement ceremony each year and students may end up waiting an entire year to meet requirements to walk for commencement.  Students often do not end up participating in commencement activities once eligible after the long wait.  The undergraduate policy differs however in that undergraduates are allowed to participate in commencement with 6 credit hours remaining in their program.  
Policies from other universities were discussed: U of O currently allows graduate students to participate in commencement with 1-2 terms of course work remaining, EOU allows 5-12 hours remaining, and SOU allows 12 hours remaining.  Two options were proposed to possibly change the WOU policy:
· Option A: Students would be allowed to participate in commencement with 6 or fewer credits remaining with advisor/director assurance that the student will complete requirements within 6 months.

· Option B: Students would be allowed to participate in commencement with one term (no more than 12 credits) remaining with advisor/director assurance that the student will complete requirements within 6 months.

The committee discussed both options.  A change in policy may have the potential to positively impact students by increasing the quality of the thesis or professional project since the student will be aware that participating in commencement is allowed before all requirements are completed.  Option C was agreed upon which proposes that graduate students with no more than 9 credit hours to complete be allowed to participate in commencement with advisor/director approval.  Marie motioned, Pam seconded.  
The policy change was also discussed with regards that commencement requirements are under the Registrar’s Office jurisdiction and the Graduate Committee may not be allowed to make policy changes. The policy change agreed upon by the Graduate Committee will be discussed with the Registrar’s Office. 

	4:55
	Report from Thesis Guidelines sub-committee
	Marie LeJeune
	Marie will email the information to committee members regarding exit requirements for all departments.  


NEXT MEETING:  September 2009
