Graduate Study Committee Meeting 

April 21, 2009
Members Present:  Vivian Amantana, Hamid Bahari-Kashani, Roy Bennett, Bob Broeg, Mary Bucy, Wangeci Gatimu, Jessica Henderson, Marie LeJuene, Mickey Pardew, Janet Roberts, Pam Salmons, Julia Smith, Kevin Walczyk 

Ex-Officio:  Linda Stonecipher, JoNan LeRoy
Minutes: Deb Charlton 

	Time
	Agenda Item
	Who
	             Outcome/Follow-up

	3:30
	Approval of March minutes
	Mary Bucy

	Motion Bob, second Roy, approved as submitted.

	3:40
	Graduate Office Update 
	Linda Stonecipher
	Linda shared a handout from the Western Association of Graduate Schools (WAGS) calling for nominations for the Distinguished Master’s Thesis Award.  Linda attended the recent WAGS conference in New Mexico and said it was an excellent experience and an opportunity to discuss best practices of fellow graduate programs.
Linda passed around the new draft brochures for WOU graduate programs which Betty Orwick had produced and Julie Harding had edited.  Linda invited comments and further edits and confirmation of the number of brochures each program wanted.  Betty had obtained pricing for the most cost effective printing and the target is to have these brochures available for late spring recruiting and the Academic Excellence Showcase May 28th.

Linda has continued to refine the graduate student data to confirm correct coding and numbers in each program.  After spring term, the Registrar has agreed to apply an “inactive” code to graduate students who complete a degree and graduate.  This will ensure that students who were in graduate programs can’t continue taking classes when they are for professional development and not degree seeking.

Linda announced that there are 66 graduate students taking comprehensive examinations during Spring 2009.  The question was asked what information these students received to prepare them for the testing – Deb will send the test confirmation letter to the committee members by e-mail.

	3:50


	Business course proposals

	Hamid Bahari-Kasani
	Discussion of Business’ course proposals was postponed – Mary is sharing the Info Tech template with Hamid to identify what is needed to complete the changes to the MIS program.  Hamid will advise when changes are ready for review, to be shared by e-mail with the possibility of an emergency committee meeting.

	4:00
	Graduate Student Reception at Academic Excellence – Thursday, May 28, 3-5 pm in the WUC Oregon Room
	Linda Stonecipher

Mary Bucy
	Plans for the reception were reviewed and programs are asked to contact Deb to advise what equipment/set-up they need at the reception.  Kevin is arranging musical performances.

	4:15
	Report from Thesis Guidelines sub-committee
	Marie LeJeune
	Marie reported that they have concentrated on updating the language in the guidelines (i.e., defining a thesis as qualitative versus quantitative).  

	4:25
	Report from Graduate Definitions 
sub-committee
	Pam Salmons
	At the February meeting, Pam had asked the committee members to share definitions of graduate courses with their departments/divisions and return with feedback.  At this meeting, Pam was asked to e-mail that request again and committee members will return with responses at the May meeting.

	4:35
	Discussion on impact from 4-credit courses
	Jessica Henderson
	Jessica said this discussion came from a student who said having an 18-credit requirement which is filled by taking 4-credit classes forces the student to pay more tuition for the additional class to get the extra two credits.  
The conclusion of this discussion was that the MS ED Health program plan list 18-20 credits total for the content core and 4-6 credits for the exit requirements.  Jessica will prepare a proposal for this change.

	4:45
	Discussion: Marketing ideas
	Linda Stonecipher
	Linda commented that she was trying to get an idea of the amount remaining in the Marketing budget for graduate programs for this fiscal year and that she would try to get more autonomy over marketing fund in the next budget cycle.


NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday, May 19, 2009, 3:30-5:00 pm, Hamersly 107
