Graduate Study Committee Meeting 

January 20, 2009 Minutes

Members Present:  Hamid Bahari-Kashani, Roy Bennett, Bob Broeg, Mary Bucy, David Doellinger, Wangeci Gatimu, Jessica Henderson, Marie LeJuene, Mickey Pardew, Janet Roberts, Pam Salmons, Julia Smith and Kevin Walczyk
Ex-Officio:  JoNan LeRoy, Linda Stonecipher

Minutes: Deb Charlton 

	Time
	Agenda Item
	Who
	             Outcome/Follow-up

	3:30
	Approval of Dec. retreat minutes
	Mary Bucy
	Minutes of the December retreat/meeting were reviewed and approved as submitted.  Motion Bob, second Hamid, approved by all.

	3:40


	Proposal: New elective courses in Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)

SPED 409/509 

SPED 409/509 

SPED 409/509 

SPED 486/586
SPED 487/587
SPED 488/588
SPED 489/589
SPED 490/590

	Mickey Pardew


	Mickey shared information on these courses which had been posted on the library Web pages for review.  She explained that they culminate in a “certificate of completion” which gives students an edge in school districts that want professionals with more autism training.
Motion Bob, second Julia, approved by all to accept the course proposals as presented.


	4:00
	Graduate Office Update 
	Linda Stonecipher
	Linda advised that the Faculty Senate Executive Committee doesn’t need to look at graduate studies procedural proposals, only the curriculum proposals.  Thereby, procedural proposals will now be addressed by the Graduate Studies Committee and then the Provost for final determination.  Dr. Neely is reviewing the proposal doing away with candidacy (a decision which will be announced campus-wide as it will have a broad impact).

There were 49 degrees awarded to masters students for Winter 2008:  17 MAT, 16 Info Tech, 5 MS ED Reading, 5 MS ED ESOL, 1 MS ED Sp Ed, 1 MS ED Health, 1 MS ED Math, 1 MS ED IDS, 1 MS ED LA, and 1 CJ.

	4:10
	Conditional Admissions proposal for language requirements


	Linda Stonecipher
	At the November meeting, the committee members had been given the Conditional Admission proposal and Hamid’s proposal allowing division/department admittance of international students to their programs regarding English language proficiency requirements.  At the December meeting, the committee had been asked to poll their respective divisions/departments as to which, if any, of these proposals they did or didn’t support.

At this meeting, Hamid distributed the conditional admission proposal to which he had added an additional way to meet the English language proficiency requirements:  that the student “demonstrate English proficiency by interview.  Division Chair and/or a designated faculty in that division, after interviewing the applicant/student, may find the student’s English ability sufficient for admission as a regular graduate student to that particular program.”

Hamid’s objections to the Conditional Admission proposal were that it limits the classes the students could take, that his proposal is a quicker process than the Conditional Admission proposal and is just another way of admission, that it relies on TOEFL and other non-standardized testing which he considers questionable, that the division/department should have the discretion to determine the level of English needed to be successful in their masters program.  He felt the Conditional Admission proposal puts some students with marginal English proficiency “out of the market, and some in the classrooms where they should not be.”

Objections to Hamid’s proposal were that an interview is a subjective method of selection, that it might provide a “giant loophole” to gain admission, that the Conditional Admission proposal provides access for marginal skills/special situations, that admission should not be based on a decision of one but by a team or process, that such a decision by one commits faculty in that division/department to probable extra work with that student and that the student would probably be taking classes in multiple divisions, not just one.  

A question was raised about a Division chair admitting a student into a program that includes courses in two divisions. Bob Broeg from the Division of Computer Science stated that none of the faculty members in his division, including the division chair and John Marsaglia, agreed with Hamid’s proposal of having a division chair responsible for admitting students into the MIS program. Hamid stated that John M. had agreed with the proposal; Bob restated that John had not agreed with the proposal.

It was suggested that the Conditional Admission proposal be tried for one year and reassessed.  Hamid countered that his proposal should be tried first, in the same manner.

Asking for the feedback from divisions/departments polled, none were found in favor of Hamid’s proposal, and did support the Conditional Admission proposal.  

Hamid stated that at the current practice he can "let in anyone I want," to which Linda replied,  "I want to reiterate that WOU has graduate admission  requirements for all programs, and if they aren't being followed,  
university policy is being broken."
Linda pointed out that there were several international students in the MIS program attending currently who do not meet TOEFL requirements.  Hamid responded that if the current policy was breaking administrative policy, he supports the current policy.  Hamid’s objection was on the Graduate Office making academic decisions for the divisions.
The committee (having discussed this as part of three meetings) did not want to table or extend consideration to a later meeting.  A vote was called; motion Roy, second Jessica to accept the Conditional Admission proposal - approved by all with one opposed and none abstaining.

The committee members plan to take Hamid’s proposal presented at this meeting to their respective divisions/departments to share the committee’s process with these proposals.

	4:45

	Course number for international reduced enrollment 


	Mary Bucy
	The Faculty Senate had approved this proposal, which now moves to the Provost for consideration.  The suggestion was to use “699” as the course number for this. Motion Julia, second Pam, approved by all to accept this course number.

	4:50
	Discussion: Sub-committees from Graduate Committee Retreat
	Mary Bucy
	Mary reminded the committee of the two sub-committees that had been formed in December.  Following discussion at this meeting, coordinators and additional members were determined and charges expanded:

1.  Defining graduate courses statement:

Coordinator:  Pam

Sub-committee:  David, Pam, Mary, Hamid and Roy
2.  Scoring rubric and better definitions of  
thesis guidelines, professional project guidelines, field study guidelines (and added portfolio guidelines)

Coordinator:  Marie

Sub-committee:  Mary, Jessica, Mickey, JoNan and Marie


NEXT MEETING/Hamersly 107:  Tuesday, February 17, 2009, 3:30-5:00 pm
