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Our Mission Learning About Our Students

Dedicated to building a learning- by Niki Young, Director, Center for Teaching and Learning

centered community, and to t is an exciting time at the Center for Teaching and Learning. This mi
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supporting faculty In ways that make book discussion group. We will be reading My Freshman Year: gl

teaching a more satisfying, and . 'ji’ g ﬁ% E‘&E&
; s What the Professor Learned by Becoming a Student, by Rebekah

productive activity, the Center for . ;
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consolidates, enhances, and expands who went under cover and enrolled in her own university as a student, | ’ g

existing faculty development services and then wrote about what she learned about students.

at Western Oregon University. The The Botston Globe calls it “An insightful, fiveting look at college R @

Center offers: life and American values.” So many people expressed interest in the

book that we have 3 groups meeting, and some 39 copies of the book distributed to
faculty and staff. We’re bound to have enlightening conversations this fall.

Over the summer five WOU faculty traveled to China, giving lectures at several
Chinese universities and learning about Chinese culture and its educational system.
Emily Plec, Mary Bucy, and Denvy Saxowsky share their reflections in this issue. We
are also proud to feature a web exclusive photo-journal from Jie Liu on the CTL
Website: www.wou.edu/provost/ctl

We take it as given that we know our subject matter. The more we know and
understand our students, the better able we are to teach them.

® Individual assistance and
confidential consultation to faculty.

® Campus discussion groups and
workshops to promote a
multidisciplinary exchange of
insight.

® Practical advice on the integration
of innovative pedagogies designed
to improve instruction.

® Support for research, scholarship,

and creative activities, as well as A Different Sense Of Freedom

other related professional by Denvy Saxowsky
development activities. . .
P - rom the climb on the Great Wall to the drive
® Support for joint student-faculty .
. long the coast at Dalian, from the top of the
research and the scholarship of . .
sacred Qianshan Mountain to the

teaching.

® Assistance in integrating
instructional technology to improve
teaching.

® A collegial environment of shared
purpose and mutual support to
cultivate a conversation about
teaching and learning on campus.

classroom at Anshan Normal University, Chinawas |
an enlightening and inspiring adventure. While the
Great Wall matched but was more alive than
the picture postcards, Dalian didn’t fit any
preconceptions of a Chinese city. A modern city
with many new cars and huge growing skyscrapers surrounding its huge (largest in
Asia) town square, Dalian could have been in America except for the people, the
language, and the style of driving.

There’s no denying that several days of experiencing the

Inside This Issue history and culture of China through its palaces and .
o temples is a highlight in one’s life, however, the real Find more about
* Mary Bucy Visits China ............... 2 education took place in conversations with students at faculty experiences in
. Emily Plec’s Thoughts on China ... 3 the universities. Everyone is careful to Ch'na = |nCIUd|ng
« Technology Resource Center ......... 4 respect tradition, culture, elders, and history, but it is many wonderful full-
through conversations about opportunities, future color photos - on the
plans, past personal experiences and parental support CTL website:

(Continued on Page 3) www.wou.edu/ctl







Reflections on China
by Emily Plec

ow can a U.S. American university professor visiting
China for the first time absorb the ancient and modern,

the old and new, the traditional and the changing nature
of Chinese culture and civilization? Is it possible for her to
know China only from the fragments floating across the Pacific
Ocean to home? Is it possible to know China only from the
media images and articles filtered through an American lens?
And which China might she know? Would it be the China | have
experienced in Beijing and Shanghai? Yes and no.

To know China from U.S. media is to know only how the
U.S. media — including its corporate and government interests —
understands China. According to U.S. media: China is labor,
China is manufacturing, China is communist, China is
increasingly capitalist, China is dangerous, China is Other,
China is non-threatening, China is international partner.

To know China from experience is to make friends, to
affirm mutual commitments to learning and to cultural
connection, to learn about Chinese culture from those who live
and shape it, and to become a student of the country rather than
atouristinit. 1look forward to becoming a student of China, a
friend to my Chinese colleagues, and an advisor to Chinese
students ata WOU.

PDX - PEK: We flew into a new city face-lifted from the
ancient empire. Still known to my airline ticket as Peking, the
city that will host the 2008 Olympic Games appears against a
pale blue sky. It feels, for a moment, like any industrial town in
the Midwest. After a tour of the PEK airport parking garage, we
head off to the Central Academy of Fine Arts and Philo Yang,
our gracious host. Our local expert and guide, WOU graduate
student Yulin Kang, filled the next four days with exciting trips
to infamous sites, great food, and the best company.

I notice: Bicycles piled with a dozen or more electronics
boxes — bungeed and strapped together in a great architecture,
the rider an acrobat upon his seat. Necessity begets balance, |
think.

| adore the ease and comfort with which the young girls
hold hands. So genuinely bonded and kind, a sisterhood
imagined and made through temporary touch.

(“A Different Sense of Freedom™ - Continued from Page 1)

that one fits pieces of the puzzle together to understand why
Chinese students observe that American students have more
freedom.

Chinese students seem to select careers similar to those
of their parents even though their dreams may be in another
direction. They are impressed that in America students can
choose their college or university, that they can change
schools midway to a degree, that they can change programs or
majors, and that they can choose their own courses. Many
freedoms that Americans take for granted were quite
noticeable to these Chinese students.

Anshan Normal University was not a large school by
Chinese standards; there were about 20,000 students
including 3,500 first year students. And while this is not
extraordinary at a Chinese university, in fact, it’s expected, the

I belong in a culture that
knows the full culinary potential
of the mushroom. | love cold red
rice soup. The stems of things are
good. Chopstick proficiency really
IS a matter of practice (sticky food
helps, though!). Some of the
young women wear tight jeans
with studded belts and so much
black, their hair teased and ratted as though they are preparing
to audition for an “80s glam rock band.

Everywhere in Beijing there are boys and young men in
military or police uniforms. It is hard to tell the boys from the
young men, though degrees of vacancy in the eyes, protrusion of
bones, pallor and posture give some clues. | was struck by their
sheer emaciation and wrote the following after a tour around the
city:

Tiny Soldiers

The boys come starving from the villages

Bones protruding, convex cheeks,

lusterless eyes.

Their purpose unclear

Their presence unmistakable

They come to the city to serve

and be served

Perhaps a bowl of rice

a broth of discarded bones

like the ones beneath

the flapping shirtsleeves

and holding up loose regulation trousers

the faded green of their uniforms a pallor

not unlike the skin concealed

Belts clinched and notched so small

My heavy American thighs may be larger in diameter
than this police presence

Having never known hunger, | cannot know them
Having misunderstood poverty, | cannot imagine them
Yet they are here

Everywhere

Guarding a question mark

What the future may hold

ten days of military training at the beginning of the first year at
the university was very impressive to an American professor.
Seeing 3,500 young men and women stand at attention for
review in the early morning, and then break into running units
when they are dismissed for their daily drills, was quite a
spectacle. “It’s builds friendships and relationships when they
first enter the university,” it was said.

As visiting faculty we were treated royally, which we
enjoyed and greatly appreciated. We were over indulged with
food, gifts and hospitality. It was delightful! However, it did
not give us the opportunity to experience the lifestyle of the
masses of this culturally rich country. This trip has become a
window for wanting to return and experience more deeply the
diverse culture of China.



