
The Center for

Our Mission
Dedicated to building a learning-
centered community, and to
improving student learning by
supporting faculty in ways that make
teaching a more satisfying, and
productive activity, the Center for
Teaching and Learning coordinates,
consolidates, enhances, and expands
existing faculty development services
at Western Oregon University. The
Center offers:

• Individual assistance and
confidential consultation to faculty.

• Campus discussion groups and
workshops to promote a
multidisciplinary exchange of
insight.

• Practical advice on the integration
of innovative pedagogies designed
to improve instruction.

• Support for research, scholarship,
and creative activities, as well as
other related professional
development activities.

• Support for joint student-faculty
research and the scholarship of
teaching.

• Assistance in integrating
instructional technology to improve
teaching.

• A collegial environment of shared
purpose and mutual support to
cultivate a conversation about
teaching and learning on campus.

Learning About Our Students

The Technology Resource Center
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Staff
Scott Carter, Instructional Technologist
503-838-8848 | carters@wou.edu

Web and WebCT support and training
Software and technology assistance

Sue Payton, Coordinator of Productions
503-838-8967 | paytons@wou.edu

Graphic, Web and desktop design
Software and technology assistance

Resources
• Specialized software for doing graphics work, Web

design, and digital video editing
• Flatbed, slide, 35mm film, and 11 x 17 flatbed

scanners
• Digital cameras, camcorders, drawing tablets, LCD

projectors, and audio recorders for checkout
• Color printing up to 42 inches wide
• CD & DVD duplication
• Lamination, die-cuts, paper cutters, markers, paint and

other tools for creating two-dimensional artwork
• Video taping rooms equipped with mini DV cameras,

VCRs, and  audio recorders
• VHS to VHS, VHS to DVD, and cassette to

CD duplication stations
• Color overheads
• Central campus fax
• VHS, mini DV, CD, DVD, and mini disc tape sales
• Construction paper, butcher paper, and posterboard

Services
• Training on a variety of software products

(Dreamweaver,
Excel, Photoshop, etc.)

• Academic Web design, support, and instruction
• Desktop and graphics design of academic projects

(posters, presentations, etc.)
• WebCT and distance education support
• Collaboration in the production of multimedia solu-

tions
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A unit of the Center for Teaching and Learning, the
Technology Resource Center is a teaching and technology
support lab located in  IT204.  Our  mission  is to provide
technology support and resources to faculty, staff, and
students.  No appointment is necessary. Our equipment can
be used on a drop-in basis.  Some of the services we
provide include:

• Consultation on instructional technology and informa-
tion resources

• Tutoring or small group classes on software programs
• Assistance in developing web pages and online classes
• Collaboration in the production of multimedia

solutions

IT204 | 838-8965 | www.wou.edu/trc | trc@wou.edu

by Niki Young, Director, Center for Teaching and Learning

It is an exciting time at the Center for Teaching and Learning. This
fall the Center is partnering with Student Affairs to co-sponsor a
book discussion group. We will be reading My Freshman Year:

What the Professor Learned by Becoming a Student, by Rebekah
Nathan. Nathan is the nom de plume of anthropologist Cathy Small,
who went under cover and enrolled in her own university as a student,
and then wrote about what she learned about students.

The Botston Globe calls it “An insightful, fiveting look at college
life and American values.”  So many people expressed interest in the
book that we have 3 groups meeting, and some 39 copies of the book distributed to
faculty and staff. We’re bound to have enlightening conversations this fall.

Over the summer five WOU faculty traveled to China, giving lectures at several
Chinese universities and learning about Chinese culture and its educational system.
Emily Plec, Mary Bucy, and Denvy Saxowsky share their reflections in this issue. We
are also proud to feature a web exclusive photo-journal from Jie Liu on the CTL
Website: www.wou.edu/provost/ctl

We take it as given that we know our subject matter. The more we know and
understand our students, the better able we are to teach them.
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A Different Sense of Freedom
by Denvy Saxowsky

From the climb on the Great Wall to the drive
along the coast at Dalian, from the top of the
sacred Qianshan Mountain to the

classroom at Anshan Normal University, China was
an enlightening and inspiring adventure.  While the
Great Wall matched but was more alive than
the picture postcards, Dalian didn’t fit any
preconceptions of a Chinese city.  A modern city
with many new cars and huge growing skyscrapers surrounding its huge (largest in
Asia) town square, Dalian could have been in America except for the people, the
language, and the style of driving.

There’s no denying that several days of experiencing the
history and culture of China through its palaces and
temples is a highlight in one’s life, however, the real
education took place in conversations with students at
the universities.  Everyone is careful to
respect tradition, culture, elders, and history, but it is
through conversations about opportunities, future
plans, past personal experiences and parental support

(“Visiting China” - Continued from Page 2)

(Continued on Page 3)

only one opportunity to pass and if she failed she would not be able
to attend college. Once in college, she would not be allowed to
change her course – no changing schools, no changing majors, and
no choice in coursework. I thought of my own two sons, who have
each changed schools and majors, taken time off to travel, and taken
many courses outside their majors.

At Shenyang Normal University and Dalian Normal University,
I spoke to classes about the everyday life of students in our schools
in the U.S. and about the kinds of things we teach and value in our
education system. I shared with them some of the types of education
people pursue following high school. When I talked about
community colleges, I pointed out the diversity in students; from
those earning GED’s to those simply taking classes for fun. At this
last comment, the entire room exploded into laughter. The idea of
taking classes for fun was not even on their radar. Education is a
serious business – it is the way to secure a good job and a solid
future.

This hit home even more strongly when Denvy and I had an
opportunity to meet with potential students and their parents in
Dalian. The choice to study at WOU is a major decision and is not
taken lightly. These students are not coming to the United States
simply to expand their cultural experiences, or to take exciting
stories home. They are coming to study and succeed. They are
coming because it is seen as a pathway to careers and success. They
are investing everything they have to make this happen. And I was
reminded how big our responsibility is to ensure that their money is
not wasted; how important it is to provide the support necessary to
help them succeed.

This has been an enlightening experience for me, to visit a
culture so different from my own and to pack so much into two short
weeks. But what an experience for our Chinese students, who come
to a strange new place not for two weeks, but for two years. Many of
them have never been outside of China until they arrive on our
campus. What a shock this must be; what adjustments they must
make. I admire them for this, and I’m glad I’ve had the chance to
glimpse the culture they are leaving behind while they live and study
with us.

Find more about
faculty experiences in

China - including
many wonderful full-
color photos - on the

CTL website:
www.wou.edu/ctl

Teaching and Learning
Fall 2007

WOWOWOWOWOU Welcomes NU Welcomes NU Welcomes NU Welcomes NU Welcomes New Few Few Few Few Faculty!aculty!aculty!aculty!aculty!

From Left to Right: Steve Wojcikiewicz, Teacher Education, Amanda
Smith, American Sign Language Interpreting, Marie Lejeune, Teacher
Education, Isidore Lobnibe, Anthropology, Patricio Ortiz, Teacher
Education (ESOL), Joe Peng, Business and Economics.
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China:  A Different World

by Emily Plec

How can a U.S. American university professor visiting
China for the first time absorb the ancient and modern,
the old and new, the traditional and the changing nature

of Chinese culture and civilization? Is it possible for her to
know China only from the fragments floating across the Pacific
Ocean to home? Is it possible to know China only from the
media images and articles filtered through an American lens?
And which China might she know? Would it be the China I have
experienced in Beijing and Shanghai? Yes and no.

To know China from U.S. media is to know only how the
U.S. media – including its corporate and government interests –
understands China. According to U.S. media:  China is labor,
China is manufacturing, China is communist, China is
increasingly capitalist, China is dangerous, China is Other,
China is non-threatening, China is international partner.

To know China from experience is to make friends, to
affirm mutual commitments to learning and to cultural
connection, to learn about Chinese culture from those who live
and shape it, and to become a student of the country rather than
a tourist in it.  I look forward to becoming a student of China, a
friend to my Chinese colleagues, and an advisor to Chinese
students ata WOU.

PDX – PEK:  We flew into a new city face-lifted from the
ancient empire. Still known to my airline ticket as Peking, the
city that will host the 2008 Olympic Games appears against a
pale blue sky. It feels, for a moment, like any industrial town in
the Midwest. After a tour of the PEK airport parking garage, we
head off to the Central Academy of Fine Arts and Philo Yang,
our gracious host. Our local expert and guide, WOU graduate
student Yulin Kang, filled the next four days with exciting trips
to infamous sites, great food, and the best company.

I notice:  Bicycles piled with a dozen or more electronics
boxes – bungeed and strapped together in a great architecture,
the rider an acrobat upon his seat. Necessity begets balance, I
think.

I adore the ease and comfort with which the young girls
hold hands. So genuinely bonded and kind, a sisterhood
imagined and made through temporary touch.

by Mary Bucy

As we flew in to Beijing, I could see the Great Wall
through the haze and knew this would be a unique
experience. Somehow, I’d been expecting similarities to

other Asian countries, but the China I saw was different. And it
was nothing like Monmouth.

For starters, I’d never seen so many people. I’ve always
known there are a lot of people in China, but it’s a big country
so I was surprised to see how concentrated they were. I
sometimes felt as if I was at the State Fair, jostling through the
crowds. It was a very social, festive feeling.

Housing all of these people requires some creative building.
There simply isn’t enough land for single-story homes, so they
build up. There are tall buildings everywhere, many with cranes
on top as construction continues. Often there were 50 or 60
cranes within view from a given location. Many of the housing
developments were similar to our apartment complexes, with
several matching buildings clustered around open garden-like
areas. But it was as if someone had stood above all of the
buildings and simply pulled them up 30 to 40 stories. I kept
thinking, “This is what Salem would look like if we stretched it
straight up.”

Not everyone lives this way, of course. My guide, Deng Lu,
told me she doesn’t live in a tall building. “My building is only
7 stories.” Since returning, I’ve been asking my Chinese
students about their homes. I’ve found one student who lives on
a farm, but the rest live in buildings about 35 stories high.

All of these people need to get around, and the roads are
filled with cars and bicycles, all sharing the same space. There
are lanes marked, but they are treated more as guidelines than
rules. Drivers maneuver using their brakes and their horns.
When we shared that horns are used less in the U.S., our driver
was surprised. “How does anyone know you are coming up
behind them?”  Right-of-way appears to go to the largest
vehicle, and definitely not to pedestrians. Our drivers honked
many walkers out of our way as we drove through town. Our
guide (and WOU student), Yulin, guarded us carefully as we

Reflections on China

(“A Different Sense of Freedom” - Continued from Page 1)

Dr. Tamina Toray, recipient of the Outstanding Teacher
Award from the Oregon Academy of Science.

Dr. Eduardo Gonzalez Viaña, recipient of the 2007
International Latino Award for the Best Novel in Spanish,
for his novel, El Corrido de Dante, “a magically real,
timely epic of Hispanic immigrant life in the U.S.”

Congratulations to . . .

“I keep wondering
what it must feel like
to come from this
environment to quiet
little Monmouth.”

negotiated the roadways and confided in us, “Neng Yang made
me promise to keep you safe.”

I keep wondering what it must feel like to come from this
environment to quiet little Monmouth, Oregon, where every car
stops for students in the crosswalks.

We saw very few children while we were exploring, and
were told that this was because they were in school or studying.
Instead, we saw parks full of adults playing and exercising.
There were groups dancing, groups singing, groups playing
paddle-games, groups playing card games, groups doing pom
pom routines. There was playground equipment everywhere, but
instead of toddlers, there were retired people on it, exercising
and socializing. Tens of thousands of people; laughter, music,
activities. What a happy place to grow old!

Food was also not what we are used to eating in
Monmouth. Even our Chinese restaurants don’t serve the meals
we sampled in China. There was an emphasis on vegetables and
meats, including many that I didn’t recognize. This was in part
because they eat plants and seaweeds that we don’t have here,
and in part because they eat portions of animals that we choose
to throw away. Our Peking
Duck dinner, for example,
included fried duck hearts,
roasted duck tongues in sauce,
sliced duck liver, fried duck
skins, and a variety of other
duck dishes. They simply
waste nothing. I was told many
times that eating the entire
animal was good for the body.

We also tend to disguise
our meats so that there is no
clear connection to the living animal from which it came. But
this was not the case in China. Often the living creatures were
on display in the fronts of the restaurants for our selection, and
when cooked, they were still recognizable. Two new dishes for
me were sea urchin and conch.

Our guides in China were delightful. In Beijing, Yulin Kang
(a graduate student at WOU) showed us many of her favorite
places. In Dalian, Wang Shuai (a WOU freshman) shared the
beauties of an ocean city. And in Shenyang, my guide, Deng Lu,
talked with me at length about her education in China. From
this, I learned a great deal that gave me insights into the
backgrounds of the students in my program.

Chinese families take education very seriously. Children
attend school many hours each day, often from 8 am until 8 pm.
They take extra classes on weekends and during the summer.
When they are not in school, they are studying. Over and over, I
was told how busy the children are. They have no time for
playing or “hanging out.”

Deng Lu explained to me that most of her schoolwork
involved reading and taking tests. Although she had lived in
Shenyang all of her life, she had only ever visited one of the
many historical or natural sites she shared with me. She had
never been to a museum. She had never seen any of the fossils
or minerals we saw at the visitor center except in books. Like
her classmates, the first paper she ever wrote was during her
senior year in college.

Deng Lu took her studying seriously because she would
have to take a test to qualify to attend college. There would be

I belong in a culture that
knows the full culinary potential
of the mushroom. I love cold red
rice soup. The stems of things are
good. Chopstick proficiency really
IS a matter of practice (sticky food
helps, though!).  Some of the
young women wear tight jeans
with studded belts and so much
black, their hair teased and ratted as though they are preparing
to audition for an ‘80s glam rock band.

Everywhere in Beijing there are boys and young men in
military or police uniforms. It is hard to tell the boys from the
young men, though degrees of vacancy in the eyes, protrusion of
bones, pallor and posture give some clues. I was struck by their
sheer emaciation and wrote the following after a tour around the
city:

Tiny Soldiers
The boys come starving from the villages
Bones protruding, convex cheeks,
lusterless eyes.
Their purpose unclear
Their presence unmistakable
They come to the city to serve
and be served
Perhaps a bowl of rice
a broth of discarded bones
like the ones beneath
the flapping shirtsleeves
and holding up loose regulation trousers
the faded green of their uniforms a pallor
not unlike the skin concealed
Belts clinched and notched so small
My heavy American thighs may be larger in diameter
than this police presence
Having never known hunger, I cannot know them
Having misunderstood poverty, I cannot imagine them
Yet they are here
Everywhere
Guarding a question mark
What the future may hold

that one fits pieces of the puzzle  together to understand why
Chinese students observe that American students have more
freedom.

Chinese students seem to select careers similar to those
of their parents even though their dreams may be in another
direction.  They  are impressed that in America students can
choose their college or  university, that they can change
schools midway to a degree, that they can change programs or
majors, and that they can choose their  own courses.  Many
freedoms that Americans take for granted were quite
noticeable to these Chinese students.

Anshan Normal University was not a large school by
Chinese standards; there were about 20,000 students
including 3,500 first year students.  And while this is not
extraordinary at a Chinese university, in fact, it’s expected, the

ten days of military training at the beginning of the first year at
the university was very impressive to an American professor. 
Seeing 3,500 young men and women stand at attention for
review in the early morning, and then  break into running units
when they are dismissed for their daily  drills, was quite a
spectacle.  “It’s builds friendships and relationships when they
first enter the university,” it was said.

As visiting faculty we were treated royally, which we
enjoyed and greatly appreciated.  We were over indulged with
food, gifts and hospitality.  It was delightful!  However, it did
not give us the opportunity to experience the lifestyle of the
masses of this culturally rich country.  This trip has become a
window for wanting to return and experience more deeply the
diverse culture of China. 

(Continued on Page 4)


