Organizing your Notes

These examples are based in social science, but can be adapted to fit any subject.
It is important to use an organizing method that works best with your learning style.

Flow Charts

Flow charts are useful for organizing spatial information, chronological information, cause and
effect relationships, and processing information. An example of a flow charts is given below.

ATHENS

. - by Persians in 480 BC
Destruction of Athens —_—

- within one year

Yictory over Persians ——| - Athenians defeated Persian fleet at
Salamis and drove out Persian army

- Persians occupied Athens

- of Greek city-stat
Formation of Delian League —— | - led by Athens
- Athens used treasury to rebuild
- For short time
Golden Age —| - dominated their world
- felt world was perfectable
Flash Cards

Flash cards are used to organize terms and definitions, people and contributions, time periods,
and other types of information. When identifying major terms, people and concepts, focus on four
things: who or what is the term, with what geographic region is it associated, with what time
period is it associated, and why is the term or concept important to the study of that time period.

devotion or intense loyalty
to one's country
NATIONALISM
aspirations for national
independence

Frait back

= Polish astronomer
= Renaissance Period

s suggested that Earth orbits
sun rather than Earth as
center of universe

COPERNICUS

= considered a heratic

ot e

= 16th century

= Europe

REFORMATION = movement to separate

Protestant churches from
Roman Catholic church
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Mind Maps or Webs

Mind maps (webs) lend themselves to organizing a great deal of information related to one major
concept. Main topics related to the major concept are drawn off it, and details are arranged
around the main topics. An example of a mind map completed with history information is provided
below.
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Thomas Pagne

Tazation
Aristocratic Marie
Power Antoinette

Representation

AMERICAN REYOLUTION
FRENCH REYOLUTION

Concord

Storming
Faris the Bastille

Boston Tea Party
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Matrices

Matrices are helpful for organizing information about two or more events, people, policies, or
groups. Matrices also help to summarize information about one topic

U.5. POLITICAL PARTIES 1790s

ANTI-FEDERALISTS
DEMOCRATIC-REPUBLICANS

FEDERALISTS

Leaders

Harniltan, J. Adams

Jeffersan

Constituents

creditors, rich, bankers

farmers, pro-debtor groups

Government

for strong, centralized gov't

againzt strong central gov't

3 reports of Hamilkarn

Foreign Policy pra-Englizh pro-French
Views
- strong econan
Economics d » oppozed Federalist approach
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