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Western Oregon University 
Staff Senate Minutes
Thursday, May 15, 2008
Hamersly Library Room 205

1. Call to order: 8:35 a.m.

2. Attendance
- Present: Alice Sprague (president), Heather McDaniel, Kristi Richards, Jeanne Deane, Yuliya Kharitonova (for Jennifer Hansen), Don Boderman, Angie Barry, Niki Young, Rhawn Krogh, Connie Wildfang (recorder)
- Absent: Tina Palmer, Karissa Coleman
- Guest : Michael Ellis
3. Minutes of previous meeting

The May 1 minutes were approved as written. They are posted at http://www.wou.edu/president/staffsenate/minuteshome.php 
4. Guest speaker Michael Ellis, Programmer Analyst Manager in Enterprise Information Technology and Data Services, gave an update on the WOU Portal, www.wou.edu/wouportal . Originally designed for applications in housing and dining, he said it became clear it had applications campus-wide. He said it provides access, control and security for WOU’s homegrown programs and allows customization. Basic features include:

· My Programs – available programs are added regularly.

· Programs for Everyone - campus wellness challenge, WOU Portal help, Communication log, and eDeli.

· My Connections – “Like a favorites list, designed to work like you do,” he said.
The ultimate goal is that one login at the Portal provides access to all applications on campus. He noted that logout is very important for security when we leave work stations. Future plans include a new look for the site and training sessions.

5. Staff Senate President announcements
a. Shared Communication Committee: Alice met with President Minahan and leaders of the faculty and student senates. She reported the following from the meeting:
- Viewed design of the WOU Salem building, including three large classrooms, offices, and 18 housing areas. Projected users include international students and advanced nursing students.
- WOU is moving forward on a new 300 bed residence hall.
- Progress is stalled by the city on developing the area between Jackson and Main streets, across from city hall.
- The office of institutional research may be moved to the Teaching Research Institute; campus-wide IR information sharing has been assured.
- An 8% retention rate was reported; growth at WOU is mainly in international and out of state students.
- A master’s degree in Information Systems has been approved.
- The HSS renovation project is experiencing more delays; the contractor has been terminated. A new contractor is working to finish the work so everyone can move back in June.
b. June 5 Staff Senate meeting: As the final meeting of this academic year, it will include all 2007-2008 and all new 2008-2009 members. Angie will reserve a room in the Werner Center and order refreshments. Alice will invite President Minahan to serve as guest speaker. 
6. Old business
a. Task Force on Campus Incident: The group (Alice, Jeanne, Don, and Lori Davidson) meets again on May 30. The main goal is to foster improved campus-wide communication on incident response and efforts to promote safety. Alice said they plan to gather information on grants, etc., to help the campus develop critical incident response efforts. 

Niki said she has been working with another group on a grant, an 18 month initiative to integrate communication and document that we’ve increased awareness of campus safety. She said it works within federal requirements for Homeland Security and said she would share the information with Alice. Alice said parallel efforts like these underscore why better campus-wide communication is needed. She recommended that documentation of progress needs to go to everyone at WOU. She added that first efforts in this area appeared to be student oriented, leaving out WOU employees. Alice said the Staff Senate goal is to forward recommendations to Mark Weiss about enhanced communication.

In related discussion, Yuliya said that first aid kits are needed in office areas, and asked if these grants could provide fully stocked kits. Several senators indicated approved kits should routinely be available in every main office, and recommended that the campus “Energy and Safety Committee” perform an audit right away - http://www.wou.edu/admin/safetycommittee/ . Rhawn, who serves on this committee, added that more members are needed on this committee. 

b. Climate commitment: A proposed resolution forwarded to Staff Senate (see May 1 minutes) was discussed. The suggested guest speaker was unable to participate today. Senators had several questions that couldn’t be addressed, but Alice said she will ask Dr. Minahan to speak about this if he can attend our June 5 meeting.

Motion: Staff Senate supports President Minahan signing the proposed climate committee resolution, as brought forward by Mary Pettinger, WOU faculty member. Unanimously approved.

In related discussion, Angie recommended that a WOU committee be set up to address proactive measures to help the environment, such as green bags at the Bookstore and re-usable coffee cups. Rhawn suggested a commitment to purchase green energy.

c. Staff Senate Elections: Campus-wide nominations were requested by e-mail and hard copy and are due by May 16. Committee members Alice (chair), Angie, Connie and Heather will meet the week of May 19. Elections will take place prior to the June 5 meeting of Staff Senate.

d.  Resource Guide: Angie expects to have updates done by the end of June. It was agreed to put the guide onto the Staff Senate Web site, where updates can be made as needed. Paper guides would not be produced, except where specifically requested. Alice agreed to provide Niki with 17 copies for new faculty orientation in September.

7. New business

None
8. Committee reports

a. Committee on Committees: Led by Don, the group has gathered information on committees throughout campus that allow staff representation and he’s developed a comprehensive list. He will pass the information to next year’s committee for action.
b. New Staff Welcome/Meet Senate: Deferred.
c. Staff Development: Alice said Human Resources is working on future workshops.
d. Newsletter: Next issue will be this summer.
e. Computer Access: Alice said she continues to look into improving access for workers in Valsetz dining, Werner dining, and custodians in Todd Hall.
9. Announcements

a. Reminder: 2008 Academic Excellence Showcase is May 29, featuring 405 student presentations. http://www.wou.edu/events/academic_excellence/
b. Campus Recreation Center resolution: Don said 72% of students who voted want the new campus recreation center. The proposal next moves to OUS, and some legislative funding will be sought.

10. Adjournment: 9:30 a.m.
Next meeting: Thursday, June 5, 8:30 to 10 a.m. in the Willamette Room of Werner University Center. Invited guest will be President Minahan. All 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 Staff Senators should attend. 
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