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Staff Senate Minutes
Thursday, May 1, 2008
Hamersly Library Room 205

1. Call to order: 8:41 a.m.

2. Attendance
- Present: Alice Sprague (president), Tina Palmer, Lenore Eliassen (for Heather McDaniel), Kristi Richards, Karissa Coleman, Jeanne Deane, Yuliya Kharitonova (for Jennifer Hansen), Don Boderman, Connie Wildfang (recorder)
- Absent: Angie Barry, Niki Young, Rhawn Krogh 
3. Minutes of previous meeting

The April 17 minutes were approved as corrected and re-posted at http://www.wou.edu/president/staffsenate/minuteshome.php 
Vote: Yes – 8, Abstain – 1

4. Staff Senate President announcements
a. Staff Senate Election Committee: Members Alice (chair), Angie, Connie and Heather will meet soon to arrange for the May election.
b. Task Force on Campus Incident: Alice said a report is planned for the next meeting of Staff Senate.

5. Old business: None
6. New business

Climate commitment: A proposed resolution was forwarded to Staff Senate by Mary Pettenger, WOU associate professor of Political Science. Here is an excerpt of her e-mail to Alice on April 29, 2008:
Attached is a document about the Presidents Climate Commitment similar to the one the WOU Faculty Senate approved on 4/22. President Minahan has already agreed to sign the Commitment but I am seeking endorsements from the WOU community to gain support for the process as well as to inform all sectors of the community.

 

The attached document has a link to the website that has many documents that explain the Commitment. Basically, the college will be committed to measuring our carbon load, and then taking concrete steps to reduce the load (the site proposes numerous ways this can be done). Also of significance is that the number of Oregon colleges/universities participating has more than doubled since just February 2008.

 

I hope that this is something that Staff Senate would be interested in supporting. 

Here is the proposed resolution she attached to the e-mail:

Proposed Resolution:

We, the Western Oregon University Staff Senate, endorse President Minahan signing and committing Western Oregon University to the “American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment.”

Information about the Presidents Climate Commitment can be found at:

http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org/

In short, signing and committing WOU to the Climate Commitment commits WOU to certain detailed steps to achieve “climate neutrality.” The steps, among other things, are aimed at learning about, monitoring and reducing greenhouse gas emissions by the school. 

Introduction
The American College & University Presidents Climate Commitment is a high-visibility effort to address global warming by garnering institutional commitments to neutralize greenhouse gas emissions, and to accelerate the research and educational efforts of higher education to equip society to re-stabilize the earth’s climate. 

Building on the growing momentum for leadership and action on climate change, the Presidents Climate Commitment provides a framework and support for America’s colleges and universities to go climate neutral. The Commitment recognizes the unique responsibility that institutions of higher education have as role models for their communities and in training the people who will develop the social, economic and technological solutions to reverse global warming.

Presidents signing the Commitment are pledging to eliminate their campuses’ greenhouse gas emissions over time. This involves:

· Completing an emissions inventory 

· Within two years, setting a target date and interim milestones for becoming climate neutral. 

· Taking immediate steps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by choosing from a list of short-term actions. 

· Integrating sustainability into the curriculum and making it part of the educational experience. 

· Making the action plan, inventory and progress reports publicly available. 

The college and university presidents and chancellors who are joining and leading the Commitment believe that exerting leadership in addressing climate change will stabilize and reduce their long-term energy costs, attract excellent students and faculty, attract new sources of funding, and increase the support of alumni and local communities.

http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org/html/about.php

The following schools in Oregon are already signatories:

Concordia University
Charles E. Schlimpert, President

Lane Community College
Mary Spilde, President*

Lewis & Clark College
Thomas J. Hochstettler, President

Portland Community College
Preston Pulliams, President

Portland State University
Daniel O. Bernstine, President*

Oregon Institute of Technology
David M. Woodall, President 

Oregon State University
Edward J. Ray, President

Southern Oregon University
Mary Cullinan, President 

Southwestern Oregon Community College 
Judith M. L. Hansen, President

University of Oregon
Dave Frohnmayer, President

University of Portland
E. William Beauchamp, President

Willamette University
M. Lee Pelton, President

Staff Senate action: There was general discussion in favor of supporting the resolution. Staff Senate asked to discuss the resolution with Mary Pettenger. Alice will invite her to the next meeting.

Yuliya pointed out that our campus efforts might encourage international students to help address climate and emission issues once they return to their home countries.
7. Committee reports

a. Committee on Committees: The committee, led by Don, has gathered information on committees throughout campus that allow staff representation and he’s developed a comprehensive list. The only committee with currently unfilled openings is the Health and Counseling Center’s advisory group, with three slots for “faculty and staff.”
b. New Staff Welcome/Meet Senate: Deferred.
c. Staff Development: Alice said Human Resources will again offer retirement workshops in coming weeks.
d. Newsletter: The April issue has been distributed via e-mail and is posted at http://www.wou.edu/president/staffsenate/newsletters/. Kristi said the next issue will be this summer.
e. Computer Access: Alice said she continues to monitor access issues. Custodians and food service workers appear to be groups without regular access to computers. Alice will give an update at the May 15 meeting of Staff Senate.
8. Announcements

a. Jeanne said efforts are ramping up for the 2008 student Academic Excellence Showcase on May 29 and the program is being developed. Web site updates should be coming, too: http://www.wou.edu/events/academic_excellence/
b. Don said funding for a Smart classroom was recently approved for AP 301 for completion by June 30. The facility is shared by Student Enrichment Program, Study Abroad, Disability Services, Admissions, Honors Program, and others.

9. Adjournment: 9 a.m.
Next meeting: Thursday, May 15, 8:30 to 10 a.m. in HL 205. Scheduled guest is Michael Ellis. Mary Pettenger will also be invited to attend in person or by conference call.
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