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Western Oregon University

Staff Senate Minutes
Thursday, January 17, 2008
Hamersly Library Room 205

1. Call to order: 8:35 a.m.

2. Attendance
a. Present: Angie Barry, Karissa Coleman, Jeanne Deane, Jennifer Hansen, Heather McDaniel, Tina Palmer, Kristi Richards, Alice Sprague, Connie Wildfang (recorder)
b. Absent: Niki Young, Don Boderman, Rhawn Krogh 
c. Visitors: Judy Vanderburg, Eric Borst
3. Minutes of previous meeting

The Dec. 20 minutes were approved as written.


4. Guest speaker: 
a. Judy Vanderburg, Director of Human Resources and Affirmative Action. She referred to an e-mail she had sent to Alice, who forwarded it to Staff Senators on Jan. 14. The OUS Chancellor has asked all campuses to facilitate campus-wide discussions (faculty, staff and students) regarding public safety, with feedback due to him by mid-February. The desired outcome is a WOU emergency response plan, including an emergency alert system. Judy asked for support from Staff Senate to hold town hall meetings to discuss public safety and also to seek feedback on a proposal that Monmouth police officers have jurisdiction on campus.

The Senate supported the plan to foster this campus-wide conversation. Campus-wide town hall meetings were suggested for Jan. 23 at 3:30 p.m. and Jan. 24 at noon. Panelists would include Gary Dukes, Jay Carey and Mark Weiss. Judy will take the Staff Senate’s recommendations into consideration as she moves forward with the Chancellor’s instructions. Angie offered to help advertise the meetings.

b. Eric Borst, Budget Director. He referred to the “blue” earning statements that are generated for WOU employees who opt for direct deposit of paychecks. Since the information on each statement is available online at Wolf Web for Employees (linked from www.wou.edu/hr), the Business Office plans to discontinue issuing the paper statements. The change will be announced in a near future payroll statement, Eric said. Benefits of the online system are that it is more secure (password protected, and prints no name or Social Security number) and lists all deductions. He noted that those without computer access will be accommodated and that any employee can request a printout as needed and pick it up at payroll. 

5. Staff Senate President announcements

The Shared Communication Meeting with President Minahan and presidents of Staff Senate, ASWOU and Faculty Senate is scheduled on Jan. 23 and Alice will report on it at the February meeting.
6. Old business

a. Office conduct policy (Alice, Don and Angie): moved to February meeting.
b. Campus Resource Guide: moved to February meeting.
7. New business

Constituent dialog concerning Campus Public Safety, continued discussion: (See item 4.a.) Judy will send an all-campus e-mail to give background and announce the town hall meeting times. Alice will draft an e-mail to encourage staff to find time to attend, along with an invitation to contact any senator (include contact information) with questions or suggestions to put forward if they cannot attend. She will send the draft to all Staff Senators for feedback. For full involvement of staff, Alice will hold a meeting with night workers to facilitate their feedback. 

8. Committee reports

a. New Staff Welcome/Meet Senate: No report.
b. Staff Development: Workshops scheduled in February, March and April will include self-defense for women, CPR, sexual awareness, safety and nutrition. Human Resources will send announcements. A wellness initiative could be considered at the February meeting; Kristi talking with Teresa Bybee about the Wellness Program Teresa had worked on in the past.
c. Newsletter: Suggestion to add wellness articles.
d. Computer Access: Night custodians and some trades workers don’t have computer access, they prefer not to have it, or their job duties preclude it. That limits dependence on e-mail and the Web as reliable communication tools for everyone on campus. Alice said the issue is being worked on this year and accommodations continue to be made to enhance communication for this small group of employees.
9. Other committee involvement

Kristi Richards said that a key questionnaire for international students has been translated, which has proven very helpful. She added that winter term fee payment went smoothly for international students, due to Business Office planning efforts.
10. Announcements

Several senators noted upcoming events planned by various groups.
11. Adjournment: 9:50 a.m.
a. Next meeting: Feb. 21, 8:30 to 10 a.m. in HL 205; guest speaker President Minahan. Angie will work with Alice to facilitate refreshments.
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