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Western Oregon University

Staff Senate Minutes
Thursday, April 3, 2008
Hamersly Library Room 205

1. Call to order: 8:34 a.m.

2. Attendance
- Present: Alice Sprague, Angie Barry, Heather McDaniel, Sally Dunkin (for Kristi Richards), Niki Young, Don Boderman, Jake Whisenhunt (for Rhawn Krogh), Connie Wildfang (recorder)
- Absent: Tina Palmer, Karissa Coleman, Jeanne Deane, Ann Barton-Brown (for Jennifer Hansen),
- Visitor: Judy Vanderburg
3. Minutes of previous meeting

The March 20 minutes were approved as written.


4. Guest speaker Judy Vanderburg, a member of the WOU Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT), outlined the team’s role and recent initiatives. She said it is a “clearing center” for incidents relating to students, such as:


- Assess student behavior and make recommendations
- Incident of bias

- Emergency situations that affect well-being of students

- Student death/significant injury


Judy said that if a student asks a staff member for help in areas such as those listed above, at a minimum the conversation should be documented with calendar notes (date, time and the situation).

She said the team’s hope is that CIRT will help faculty and staff 1.) be comfortable sharing student incidents, and 2.) learn about resources available to help. Other CIRT members are Gary Dukes, Tina Fuchs, Jay Carey and Luis Rosa. Judy said a 90 minute presentation has been developed, which will be shown to all divisions and colleges individually during spring 2008. CIRT members are also available with immediate advice about specific situations.

5. Staff Senate President announcements

Alice recommended that everyone look at updates to the WOU portal, www.wou.edu/portal. Michael Ellis (ellism@wou.edu) offers portal workshops.
6. Old business

- Office conduct policy: Deferred to the April 17 meeting.
- Campus Resource Guide: Deferred to the April 17 meeting. 
7. New business

A committee for May elections will be formed at the April 17 meeting.

8. Committee reports

a. Committee on Committees: Update due at the April 17 meeting.

b. New Staff Welcome/Meet Senate: Deferred.
c. Staff Development: Alice said all of the workshops planned for April by Human Resources have low or no enrollment. She encouraged support.
d. Newsletter: A draft of the next issue was shared; distribution is planned in April.
e. Computer Access: Deferred. 
9. Announcements

Several senators noted upcoming events planned by various groups.
10. Adjournment: 9 a.m.
Next meeting: Thursday, April 17, 8:30 to 10 a.m. in HL 205. Guest speaker: Darin Silbernagel
4/3/2008 CW

