

Western Oregon University Staff Senate Minutes
Thursday, December  2, 2010 

DRAFT

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 3:03pm.

Attendance

Present: President Lisa Catto, Sue DeNoyer, Marshall Guthrie, Lori Palmer,  Carla Menear,  James Goulding, Sarah McConnel , Angie Barry, Mark Lane, Bill Hamlin
Absent:  Brian Berkley, Beverly Beck-Boersma
Guests: Katie Jameson, Malissa Larson
Minutes Approved

The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed and approved.

Presentation
Katie Jameson from the Financial Aid office spoke about the General Scholarship Review Committee. She is looking for volunteers to sit on the committee, which reviews scholarship applications. The committee members review the activities sheet and one essay question for each application. There are usually about 400 applications. Katie can provide training and reviewers are given four to six weeks of review time. Contact Katie if you are interested, reviewing begins in February.
ASC Report

Staff Senate had a discussion (continued from a discussion at the ASC meeting earlier in the week) about whether or not Staff Senate and ASC should consider merging. The issue has been raised that people wonder about the difference between Staff Senate and ASC. Lisa explained that ASC is for unclassified staff members and Staff Senate is comprised of both classified and unclassified staff. The major components of ASC include periodic open meetings between President Minahan and unclassified staff, a scholarship, and an outlet to discuss issues faced by unclassified staff. Lisa and Mark summarized the discussion at ASC. Sarah commented that she likes how salary and other issues don’t come up at Staff Senate, that it’s about campus. Carla agreed. James commented that there are overlapping interests between Staff Senate, but thinks it would be awkward if it was under one umbrella. Mark said that a lot of work Staff Senate does is mirrored by ASC, but Staff Senate is on a larger scale. But that neither meetings with President Minahan or discussions about salary and employment could not happen with Staff Senate. Lisa mentioned that ASC is looking in to changing their name to something like Unclassified Support Council to make it more clear what the organization does. Angie said she liked the name idea. Malissa said employment issues are discussed little in ASC. ASC doesn’t have a budget and struggles with identity. She thinks Staff Senate could have a sub-committee for ASC that deals with unclassified staff issues. She also said the ASC scholarship could grow in Staff Senate. Malissa stated she finds it is too divided on campus between the groups and they should consider merging. Mark pointed out that ASC cannot and does not cover union-type discussions. The issue will be revisited.
Old Business
a. There is no update on progression of the PEBB letter from Faculty Senate. It appears at this time the letter will not be happening.
New Business
a. University Advisory Council update: Lisa gave a brief update on what is happening at the University Advisory Council meetings. She said most recently there were edits to WOU’s preamble and mission statement. There are several campus conversations happening soon and will be announced on All Faculty/Staff e-mails.
b. Committee Reports:
a. New Staff Welcome: The New Staff Welcome Reception will be held at 2 p.m. on January 20.
b. Staff Development: Marshall suggested that Jon Carey and Darin Silbernagel present at the January meeting, as they are City Councilors and can talk about the relationship between WOU and the city.
c. Newsletter: The next newsletter will be in February.
d. Activities: For the Governor’s Food Drive, Staff Senate will try and host a trivia night at Crush Wine Bar.
Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 3:49pm.

