STAFF SENATE
Agenda Friday, April 13, 2007
8:30 am – 10:00 am
Hamersly Library, Room 205


1. Call to Order

a. 8:35am 

2. Roll Call 
a. Present:  Patrick Moser, Connie Wildfang, Karen Johnson, Angie Barry, Penelope Repko, Allan Risen, Marsha Smith, Heather Scott, Jennifer Hansen, Phil Reid

b. Proxy:  Portia Perkins for Jeanne Dean, LouAnn Vickers for Alice Sprague

3. Welcome New Senate Staff Members: 

a. Classified Student Services – Angie Barry

b. Classified Administrative Services – Heather Scott

4. Review of  March 9, 2007 Minutes
a. Motion to accept as corrected.  1 abstaining vote, motion passed.

5. Guest Speaker:  Michael Ellis from Computing Services re:  WOU Portal

a. The portal is a more effective way to communicate with students.  Login is same as WOU email and password same.  First time on the system will take you to tutorial, only once.  You will go to MyHome and will have control over this page.  3 main sections to this, including MyPrograms and MyConnections.  If you belong to a group, there will be more and more on this page.  For now the Portal will be pretty empty but it will grow.  Can create different groups in the communication log, displays readership of members – this is not an e-mail, must log into portal to get to.  On MyConnections you can add custom links and search tools to go on the web.  You can add links that you visit often.  This gives a faster and more efficient use of the web.  MyFeeds gives links to the RSS Feeds.  Advanced features of the portal include; e-mail, calendar, blog, and personal items.  You can give feedback on comments, suggestions, and ideas of use of the portal.  You can also control access on groups if you manage a group.  This is the best answer for getting a hold of students.  A flashing beacon tells students when they have new information.  Be careful with the portal though and do not overuse.  This does not connect to basic campus network: I drive.  You can leave blog messages for students and workers in between shifts for them to see. 
6. Staff President – Announcements
a. No regular meeting for faculty senate.  

b. Forum created for selecting next provost.

c. No shared communication meeting this term yet.

d. University Student Conduct Committee seeking unclassified staff member by April 27th.


7. Old Business

a. None to report

8. New Business

a. Constituent concern

i. After elections received concern from staff member.  See attached copy.  Answers to concern include:

1. minutes to meetings are posted and published on the web

2. all are invited to attend the Welcome Staff and Meet Your Senate events

3. we did use labels on one piece of paper for the ballots, this can be adjusted with another piece of paper
4. Ballots were returned to mail box, not sure if there was any tampering going on.

5. We did have one custodial person on Senate, but this person resigned.  We did have several nominated custodial staff; either none accepted or was not voted in.  Food services was nominated and on the ballot, just not elected.  
6. Secrecy envelopes are a good idea, but we don’t have the money.

7. We did receive many more nominations that represented a more diverse population, but many turned down the position.

8. We can recognize with numbers the nominations but not posting the names that declined.

9. we can create ballot with dotted line to cut off and put sticker name on other end

10. can use second piece of paper

11. discussion has occurred and response will be given

12. ballot box not necessary as voted by all

13. good idea to send out invites to come to website and/or meetings

14. on newsletter will incorporate weblink
15. we are making steps to connect with everyone 

16. Was there a challenge to this election?  No, not sure about previous elections though.

17. No further comments, response to staff member will occur.

b. Elections

i. Will be completed in the month of May.  This will be done with a committee and will be filling 7 positions.  We will be calling, creating ballots, and counting ballots.  Connie, Heather, and Patrick will make up this committee.

c. Student communication proposal discussion

i. The plan with the proposal is to share with the various senates and depending upon reaction, will propose to President.  He is aware that we are working on this and is willing to review proposal.  The main concern is communicating with students.  They are not checking their WOU email because there are too many to look at and they are not answering their campus phones because they all have cell phones.  Some are long distance, so costs start to rise to communicate with students.  May be able to create more specialized mailing lists:  i.e.  registration@wou.edu or oncampus@wou.edu vs. JUST students@wou.edu.  It is very easy to forward accounts to preferred addresses, just need to educate students about this and the portal.  Why not take just 10 minutes to educate students during new student week?  We need a consistent message to all campus to use WOU address.  Motion to approve, second.  Motion passes unanimous.  Attached is proposal.

9. Committees:  

1)  New staff Welcome / Meet your Senate Night
We will meet to talk about event this term to welcome new staff since last welcome event.  Should take place in May.

2)  Staff Development


3 workshops:  



Retirement for anyone



Anger management



Career Development


Met with Alan and he will be doing MSDS and safety training, possibly mandate for supervisors.  This is required by OSHA.  Maybe a Blood Born Pathogens through OSHA.   Looking into Injury Reporting, Fire Safety, Bomb Threats.  Commendations to HR for links in email for upcoming programs.

3)  Newsletter


Apologize for not getting this out.  This will get out soon.  Will include some of the new information shared today.

4) Student Communication


Concluded, all that’s left is sharing the proposal.

10. Announcements

a. Asked Penelope to go to Design meeting of the extension of Church Street.  The proposal is to open a pathway to new Performing Arts area out by Rice.  Had some architects present ideas. Staff commented on challenges and ideas.  6 or 7 ideas were presented; this will be narrowed to 2 or 3.  The campus master plan is out on the web to look at.

11. Adjournment

a. Motion to adjourn, second.  Passed unanimous.

