Date: 		November 13, 2009	
From: 		Art Department, Creative Arts Division
To: 		Faculty Senate
Subject: 	Catalog deletions – A360, A361, A362; A460, A461, A462
		Upper division Photography sequence courses in Art

Proposal:
We request removal of the upper division photography courses listed above, most recently published in the 2009 – 2010 Catalog of Courses. These courses are no longer offered, for reasons described below. Removal of these courses eliminates the option of using photography as a focus area of study in an art major or an art minor. 
Motivation:
Upper division photography has not been offered since the 2006-07 academic year. The art department found that, although a number of students expressed interest in photography as an area of study, the actual number of student participants was low. Student involvement was spare, as noted in the chart below (courses met in the same time period each term). The greatest number of student participants in a single term was seven.
	2005-01     
A360 – 6
A460 – 1
	2006-01
A360 – 3
A460 – 1

	2005-02
A361 – 4
A461 – 1
	2006-02
A361 – 3
A461 – 1

	2005-03
A362– 4
A462 – 1
	2006-03
A362 – 2
A462 – 2



Quantity of students was not the only issue. With a couple of notable exceptions, photo students tended to be interested in the technical aspects of photography, and were less successfulin other required portions of the art major (or minor)program. Since none of the tenure-track art faculty members have been qualified to teach photography beyond the beginning level, it was taught by a non-tenure track faculty member. Photography is an expensive program for the department to support in terms of equipment (whether darkroom or digital). It is also expensive for students as they must both provide their own camera, appropriate for the course, and pay studio course fees for supplies. In the long run it proved impractical to offer the upper division sequences with non-tenure track faculty member as both teacher and overseer of equipment, supplies, and facilities use.
Summary
These courses should be removed from the catalog so that students seeking a university photography program will not select WOU based on interest in this program area. It is unlikely that a solution to the management of a photography focus area will be found in the next five years. Two courses in Basic Photography are available at the 200 level, one of which is offered regularly (it is required for art majors taking graphic design). 
