
Western Oregon University Faculty Senate Minutes – 2/26/08
I. The meeting was called to order at 3:35.  In attendance were Scott Beaver, Keller Coker, Susan Daniel, Bryan Dutton, Mark Girod, Bob Hautala, Sandy Hedgepeth, Ryan Hickerson, Shaun Huston, Elaina Jamieson, Klay Kruczek, Elisa Maroney, Karie Mize, David Murphy, Kathy Farrell (for Peggy Pedersen), Janeanne Rockwell-Kincanon, Mark Seabright, Tracy Smiles, Chehalis Strapp, WOU President John Minahan, and ASWOU President Tiffani McCoy.

II. The minutes from the Faculty Senate meeting of 2/12/08 were approved with minor amendments.  

III. Faculty Senate President Shaun Huston’s Report: 
President Huston reported that in the previous Faculty Senate Executive Committee meeting, various minor course changes had been approved, and that the relevant stakeholders had been notified. He then yielded the floor to the new Dean of Library and Media Services Dr. Allen McKiel.  

Dean McKiel stated that the main priorities for Library and Media Services would be collection development and instruction in information literacy.  He noted that there is a general movement in libraries toward electronic content, and that in a recent study, 89% of faculty respondents had indicated that they used websites for obtaining information, 86% had used electronic journals, 76% had used library databases, and 54% had used electronic books.  The study also found that only 18% of respondents prefer paper-based information, while 50% prefer electronic media and 32% reported that their choice essentially depended on the what resources were available  (for example, not many would read an entire electronic book).  In that study, 85% of respondents reported that they felt that instruction in informational literacy was very important, while only 14% reported that it was somewhat important.  Dean McKiel stated that he would investigate paper-to-electronic conversion methods and to what extent such conversion should be carried out at WOU, and that that process will be guided by a survey of faculty input.  Dean McKiel also noted that one of his priorities is to determine how to get all incoming students to learn about copyrights, how to use Google and other search tools effectively and to be able to evaluate the results of such searches.

IV. University President John Minahan’s Report:

President Minahan reported that between Winter and Spring Terms, a planning meeting is to take place to address budget challenges arising from potentially declining state appropriations.  He also noted that the Meyer Memorial Trust (a philanthropic organization created by the late Fred G. Meyer) will visit WOU for the purposes of evaluating a grant proposal for the Nursing Program.  WOU has continued in its efforts to make the Nursing Program cost-free to WOU, and is receiving $200k from the federal budget thanks to Senators Wyden, Smith and Representative Hooley, and has been asked by the senators to submit a request for an additional $300k in funding from next year’s federal budget.

President Minahan also noted that an announcement would be made on 2/28 regarding WOU’s new Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs (the announcement was made on 2/28 that Dr. Kent Neely had accepted WOU’s offer and would assume his duties 8/1/08).

He also reported the sad news that Alma Pastega, longtime WOU friend and philanthropist passed away February 22 at the age of 90.  Ms. Pastega and her husband Mario established three WOU awards: the Pastega Staff Excellence Award, the Pastega Faculty Award of Excellence, and the Pastega Faculty Honors Award.

V. ASWOU President Tiffani McCoy’s Report: 

President McCoy noted that the ASWOU First Amendment Panel was to occur the following day, February 27, at 12-1:30 in the Oregon Room at the Werner Center, and that there would also be an open microphone session outside the Werner Center from 3-4, sponsored by the Communications Department and ASWOU.  She also reported that various student groups would hold displays on 2/27 in and around the Werner Center.

President McCoy pointed out that the Student Media Board had not met since the election of a faculty representative to the board, and asked that this happen as soon as possible.  She also announced that there would be a Whole Foods Fair on campus to align with the Green week theme.

VI. Dean of the College of Education Hilda Rosselli’s Report on the Provosts’ Council: 

Dean Rosselli reported that although the Provosts’ Council had not met since the last Faculty Senate meeting, there were two items to report.  First, an OUS board committee is preparing a number of recommendations related to OUS student participation and completion, with the end goal of putting forward a policy package.  Second, a learning outcome and assessment task group has been convened to address how each campus is addressing this topic.  

Dean Rosselli also shared that a policy package is also being developed regarding graduate studies; in particular it will address methods of attracting and retaining graduate students.  Currently this is an issue since OUS stipends are generally low while tuition is high.  There is a clear link between doctoral studies and advanced research and state economies.
VII. Old Business 

1. MSED Program Change (Core) – Mary Bucy

Please refer to the Faculty Senate Minutes for the 2/12 meeting, during which the proposal was introduced.

The proposed changes were approved unanimously by voice vote.

2. MSED Program Change (Reading Endorsement) – Mary Bucy

Please refer to the Faculty Senate Minutes for the 2/12 meeting, during which the proposal was introduced.

The proposed changes were approved unanimously by voice vote.

3. SPED Program Change – Bob Brownbridge

It is proposed that students be given a choice between Psy 620 or Psy 621, rather than the current system of requiring Psy 620 for Special Educator II Middle/High School authorization, and requiring Psy 621 for Special Educator II Early Childhood/Elementary authorization.  

President Huston specifically noted that in the original proposal, Psy 622 was listed as a third alternative, but has since been struck from the proposal and is not under consideration in the final proposal.

Tracy Smiles noted that MSED is a non-initial-licensure program, while SPED can grant licensure.

The proposed changes were approved unanimously by voice vote.

VIII. New Business 

1. Biology Program Changes – Bryan Dutton

Bryan presented the proposed changes to the Biology Program, which can be found at

http://www.wou.edu/provost/library/ereserves/curriculum/08jan15prop/program%20change-biology.pdf
The changes are to the Pre-Professional Emphasis, and would permit student in that emphasis to replace the two-course sequence in comparative vertebrate anatomy and physiology with two upper-division courses in advanced human anatomy and physiology.

Bryan noted that no FTE impact was anticipated, as the courses already exist. 

2. Program Changes to Film Studies Minor and related Geography course Proposal – Shaun Huston

President Huston introduced the proposal which can be found at

http://www.wou.edu/provost/library/ereserves/curriculum/08Feb19prop/Filmstudyprogramchange.pdf
The primary change is the replacement of “Focus Areas” with a “Topical” category, and the movement of several courses to new categories within the minor.  Additionally, two course additions are proposed.  The first is COM 342, Media Literacy, strengthens the original proposal, while the second, GEOG 386, Making Digital Video for the Social Sciences, bears on the Film Studies program and is a step toward incorporating production into the minor.

The changes are designed to streamline the program and make it more comprehensible to 

3. Political Science Program Changes  – David Murphy for Mary Pettinger

David introduced the proposal, in which three courses (PS 193D, Model United Nations; PS 393D, Advanced Model United Nations, and PS 440D, Causes of War; each approved last year but not as major requirements) are proposed to be added to the Political Science major requirements.  The proposal can be found at

http://www.wou.edu/provost/library/ereserves/curriculum/08Feb19prop/Politcalsciencechange.pdf
Students would be permitted to take PS 393D repeatedly, for variable credit, for up to 12 credits.  PS 440 has been offered twice as a special topics course with strong demand and inquiries into whether it would be offered on an ongoing basis.

Janeanne Rockwell-Kincanon asked if students could count a repeated PS 393D toward the second International Relations and Comparative Politics Requirement for a Political Science major.  David replied that he was not sure but would provide an answer at the next Faculty Senate meeting.  Janeanne made the additional point that the final wording in the catalog should make it clear one way or the other.

4. Social Science Program Changes  – Shaun Huston for John Rector

President Huston introduced the proposal which can be found at
http://www.wou.edu/provost/library/ereserves/curriculum/08Feb19prop/Socialscienceprogramchange.pdf
The proposal is intended to provide significantly more structure to the program.  Currently many students begin majoring in another area such as History, and decide late in their academic program to change to a Social Science major.  Other students who have taken a wide variety of classes but with no particular concentration have been able to fall back on a Social Science degree.  The proposed changes will only permit such students to complete a Social Science degree if they are at least halfway towards completion of a degree in a relevant discipline.

Part of the intent of the proposal is to give the major a greater focus so that graduates will have a specialty, and possess the ability to practice social science after graduation.

In response to a question from Keller Coker, President Huston noted that at least 27 credits of the focus area towards the Social Science degree must be upper-division courses.

Also, President Huston noted that this will likely have an impact on the Interdisciplinary Studies degree, and thus on the larger question of LACC review.

5. Criminal Justice Program Changes  – David Murphy for Lisa Christon

David introduced the proposal, in which CJ 310W (recently approved by the Faculty Senate Executive Committee as a writing-intensive course) be added to the list of electives for all students, as an additional writing-intensive course option.  The proposal can be found at 

http://www.wou.edu/provost/library/ereserves/curriculum/08jan15prop/programchange-criminaljustice.pdf
It was generally agreed that the proposal did not require the attention of the full senate, and a motion was made to send it back to the Faculty Senate Executive Committee for approval.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved by voice vote.

6. Computer Science Program Changes and Information Systems Program Changes and Related Course Changes – David Olson
The first proposal was that students would be required to attain a C grade in each listed prerequisite course, unless waived by the course instructor and the Computer Science Division chair.  That proposal is found at
http://www.wou.edu/provost/library/ereserves/curriculum/08Feb19prop/cs_mingrade.pdf
The second proposal is a significant change to the Computer Science major, found at

http://www.wou.edu/provost/library/ereserves/curriculum/08Feb19prop/cs_creds.pdf
This proposal, among other things, formalizes the Senior capstone sequence as a pair of courses in which students design, analyze, and implement a software project of significant scope.

The third proposal, found at

http://www.wou.edu/provost/library/ereserves/curriculum/08Feb19prop/is_creds.pdf
is a significant change to the Information Systems major.

7. Program Changes to American Sign Language Minor – Elisa Maroney

Elisa introduced the proposed program change which would increase the ASL minor from 15 to 18 credits, addressing fluency concerns and aligning it with other language minors. The proposal is found at

http://www.wou.edu/provost/library/ereserves/curriculum/08Feb19prop/ASLchange.pdf
A further program change to the ASL major is expected at the next Faculty Senate meeting on 3/11.

8. Wireless Pilot Proposals Report from AIC– Shirley Lincicum

Shirley gave the following summary report of the Wireless Pilot Program initiative:

February 19, 2008

To: Shaun Huston, Faculty Senate President

From: The Academic Infrastructure Committee

Dear Dr. Huston:

In response to President Minahan’s request for proposals to expand wireless network access to faculty, the Academic Infrastructure Committee has processed fourteen applications. The following faculty have submitted an application for wi-fi access:

Ed Comber

Jason Waite

Cornelia Paraskevas

Katherine Schmidt

Joseph Harchanko
Patricio R. Ortiz

Kevin Walczyk

Irena Phillips

Julie Perini

Arlene Courtney

Jerry Braza

Ike Nail

Mary Ellen Dello Stritto

Ted de Chatelet

Of these, all but two are requesting only one connection for computers to which they already have access.  Arlene Courtney has requested four connections for computers currently used in Natural Science and Mathematics.  Joseph Harchanko has requested nine connections for use in his music technology courses, which are currently taught in music halls that do not have network access.  Of these nine connections, two would be used on university computers and seven would be available for students in the recording technology seminar, enabling greater connectivity in this data-intensive class.  If the student technology fee committee agrees to an upcoming proposal to release wireless access to all students, those seven accesses would not be needed.

All proposals have stated that wi-fi connectivity would greatly facilitate faculty productivity in teaching and service.  In many cases, the requests were made specifically for spaces in which smart-room technology does not exist or is not practical.  No requests were made for additional equipment.  The details of the two proposals that include multiple computers are included in the appendix.

In sum, twenty-five connections are requested for all terms except summer ’08.  For summer, only 14 connections are needed.  The AIC recommends that access be provided for all 18 computers in use by faculty, and an additional seven for the student’s in Dr. Harchanko’s pilot project unless that is made unnecessary by funding by the STF committee.  Thank you for your time and support.

Sincerely,

Shirley Lincicum, Chair of AIC

Joseph Harchanko, AIC member

Appendix: Requests for multiple accesses

Name: - Joseph Harchanko

Division: - Creative Arts

E-mail: - harchanko@wou.edu

Campus Phone: - 838-8874

At the heart of the Music Department’s Recording Engineering program is the Digital Audio Workstation (DAW) in SH107, known as WODAN (Western Oregon Digital Audio Nexus). The WODAN computer is a wi-fi ready iMac. WODAN is designed to be portable in order to record in various venues within the music facilities. None of these venues, including SH107, SH108, or SH123 have network connections accessible to the DAW. There are three main areas that wi-fi would support the program: efficacy of teaching, maintenance, and file synchronization. Since all recording classes are taught in SH107 and 108, which have no network outlets at all, a wireless connection is absolutely crucial to the classes. In the past, I have had to verbally describe what students would if we could go online. Maintaining the system has, in the past, involved running back and forth across the hall with updates on a flash drive, or temporarily displacing a networked computer in an existing class space (SH108). Finally, I would like for myself and the seven students enrolled in the Recording Seminar to be able to use our own laptops to network to our system to alleviate strains on the limited resources of WODAN. Funding wireless connections for their computers would be far more cost effective than purchasing new computers and network connections. I am requesting network connections for two computers every term, including summer sessions, in order to maintain the WODAN DAW, and seven connections, excluding summer, for the students in recording seminar.

Name: - Arlene Courtney

Division: - Natural Science and Mathematics

E-mail: - courtna@wou.edu

Campus Phone: - 503-838-8207

I teach several upper division classes in NS 115, a chemical laboratory, which is not wired for computer use and does not possess any computers. I would like to be able to access on-line resources while teaching in that room via my laptop computer for the purpose of showing prelab instructional material and allowing student to accessing library and internet resources. During portions of the organic chemistry class, we use computers for spectroscopic analysis. Since we have no access in that laboratory to the computer software needed, the students must move to different rooms to carry out their work. In Ch 412 students develop the basic concepts studied via hands-on experimentation. Under the current conditions, we must move back and forth between a room with computer access and the laboratory during the class period. It would be to the benefit of the students to have computer access while working in the laboratory. NS 115 is on the Natural Sciences list of priority rooms for conversion to "smart room" technology. The ability to access the university network via wireless connection would allow some measure of the access needed for classes taught in this room until the "smart room" installation can be accomplished.
After the report, President Minahan asked UCS Director Bill Kernan to grant all applicants the wireless network access they had requested in each of the applications.

       IX.  IIFS Report – Solveig Holmquist

Solveig delivered the following report in which she stressed that IIFS is seeking faculty input on the new Oregon high school graduation requirements, specifically the assessment of essential skills:
SUMMARIZED REPORT, INTERINSTITUTIONAL FACULTY SENATE MEETING

            
    FEBRUARY 8 & 9, 2008          UNIVERSITY OF OREGON




Submitted by Solveig Holmquist, Music, WOU IIFS 

Much of the reporting and discussion centered around various accountability and 

measurement issues. In very brief form, these included:

1) New High School diploma requirements: Bob Turner on committee


 More required courses in math, science, English



 Mastery of essential skills

     QUESTION: What do these mean?




   What will we institutions do for those who meet the skills?

     FACULTY INPUT SOUGHT:

            
             >How should each essential skill be assessed?




  >Should results be used for more than HS graduation? 

                          (e.g. automatic college/university admission, scholarships, placement 

            
               in some courses)

· For each of the essential skills, which of the following kinds of 

     
assessments do you think should be used?
         
SAT, ACT or other national test

         
Statewide test, scored by third-party

        
Work samples

                RESPOND WITH THOUGHTS TO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING

KAREN SPRAGUE (kus@uoregon.edu)

       
BOB TURNER (Bob Turner@ous.edu)

       
CONNIE GREEN (Connie.Green@state.or.us)

2) New grouping of peer comparator institutions: Bob Turner on committee

            
We want to be able to assess for financial needs and comparisons



Various attributes are weighted

       CONCLUSION: Based on their unique descriptions, OIT, OSU for

             example have no peers, based on their unique descriptions.

            
Peer institution work may come down to Departments

3) OUS institutions are comparing our Institutional Learning Objectives

4) OUS Board is considering intellectual property concerns. 

           

Dalton Miller-Jones, PSU, OUS faculty representative is heading that committee

5) The new Voluntary System of Accountability was presented. Link will be provided 

    
upon request

6) JBAC report included request to report whether our registrars preferred transfer

alignment through courses listed) or credit hours accumulated. CAPP (Curriculum Advising and Program Planning), used here, prefers credits.

After this the meeting was adjourned.
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