


Boniface VI pope from 1294 till 1303 marked the change of papal power fron
that point on. He was born in 1235 and clected pope 1294 after advising Celestine V (¢
resign. Boniface V11l used his last years to change the role of the papacy forever.
Through his battle with Philip IV of France, Boniface issued documents that in the end
moltivated the secular powers to overcome their fear of the church and confront the Pop
with no regards to his spiritual authority. The political power of the pope was never
again to be the same. In the middle ages the conflict between secular and spiritual rule
often a raised leading to conflict. Usually these were derived from power struggles
between the spiritual and temporal leaders. Pope Boniface VI marks the end of this
problem creating a pivotal point in history, | am researching to what extent Boniface th
V111 was at fault in regards 1o the loss of political power from 1294 till his 1303, Ther
of educated men and strong secular rulers caused the loss of political power during the
papacy ol Boniface VIII. The political power would never be the same after the election

of Boniface VI,

Historiography

| Most works written on Boniface VIII have a bias stance on either the side of the
church or opposing the church. This stance dates back to his rule with the divided
opinion of pope Boniface VIIL The two main views argue over the purpose behind the
political moves of church and state. T. R. 8. Boase (1933) offers one of the few neutral
stances of Boniface VIII. Boase looks at all sides of the pope’s life, from political to
family. This book offers a close look at the events that surrounded Boniface VI and (]

conflict between Philin the Fair and the Church., Boase does tend to show admiration [t



Boniface VIII by supporting reasons for his difficult situations. Boase discusses in most
detail the separation of Cardinals after Boniface is elected. This separation of the church
shows some of the difficultics that Boniface had to face. '

R. W. Southern (1970) covers a more broad scope of time and people during the
Middle Ages, While he focuses on the church he covers all the bishops and how the
church was unfolding through out the different empires. Southern covers different
religious orders focusing on Franciscans, Carmelites, Dominicans, and Augustinians,
branches of Christianity that eventually Bonilace in his latter years wanted tied back into
the single folds of one unified church. This becomes important when understanding
reasons why Boniface wanted Celestine V to resign and latter when he writes the Unam
semetam. The different orders were often created to battle heresy and a desire to return o
the basics of church,”

A, C. Flick (1930) offers another look at Boniface VI and Philip the Fair. His
work points out the importance of Philip’s assault on the church. Flick's works discuses
the reasons for the rise of the church in power which created the struggle between secular
and spiritual. Flick centers on how the church gained its power and around its political
aspirations. Flick states that Boniface VI foreed upon the secular ruler the choice to

compromise or challenge him. This bold use of power was hindered by the new
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