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Faculty News

David Doellinger’s current research examines the activities and organizational networks of conscientious objectors in the former East Germany and their relationship to the Party-State from 1964-1989.  He is planning a research visit to Berlin, Germany in late summer 2011 where he will examine official policy toward pacifists using government documents from the former East Germany that have been placed in a Federal Archive.  This research visit supports a larger book project on pacifism in East Germany.  

His article “Constructing Peace: Conscientious Objectors and the Independent peace Movement in the GDR, 1964-1989” appears in the edited volume Christianity and Modernity in Eastern Europe (Central European University Press, July 2010.)

Professor John Rector serves as Chair of the Social Science Division and advocates for faculty and students in that important role. He also continues his service as Western's representative to the Northwest Council on Study Abroad, a consortium of 13 universities in Oregon, Washington, and Alaska and promotes international education on Western's campus. This past July and September, Olive and Lucy arrived, making him a grandfather twice in one summer. He dreams about the history they will make during their lives. 


Hsieh Bao Hua’s research area is sociocultural history of traditional China. She has many publications, most recently “Civil Laws, Penal Cases, and Traffic in Women in Qing China” 清代婦女興販的相關律例與成案審理之初探” Mingging luncong 明清論叢, vol 8, 2009. Beijing: Zijincheng chubanshe, and “Market in Concubines in Jiangnan during Ming-Qing China” Journal of Family History, vol. 33, no. 3, 2008, pp.262-291. Her current project is a book manuscript, Concubinage and Servitude in Late Imperial China. It will be published by Rowman and Littlefield. 
This monograph, Concubinage and Servitude in the Late Imperial China, is an attempt to examine Ming-Qing political and socioeconomic history through the lives of a particular group of women: servants and concubines. The common practice of concubinage and servitude in the general population was deeply embedded in large‑scale socioeconomic inequality and in the state policies that ameliorated the socioeconomic conditions of the time. A consideration of how women and their families were situated within that large state, which regulated the socioeconomic system, is the focus of this study. Moreover, a survey of the lifestyles of female servants and imperial consorts in different dynastic eras is crucial to understanding palace women as individuals and dynastic history as a whole. In reviewing female servitude and consort organization as a source of power, as an opportunity for upward social mobility, and as a crucial link in the relationship between the inner palace and the court activities, this study will illustrate the opportunities available to women and the factors fostering or opposing their promotions. It considers the prestige and responsibilities they accrued through their advancement in social status. The discussion will specifically focus on the life and influences of noble consorts. Ranked next to the empress, noble consorts were legitimate candidates to replace the deposed empress if they had imperial favor, or according to ranking order in the imperial harem. Some of them bypassed the empress’ position, advancing to the status of empress dowager if they gave birth to the imperial heirs. Their lives reveal the particular political environment of the Ming and Qing dynasties. 

Max Geier spent the past year on sabbatical researching and writing a book that examines a wartime murder in Oregon. The book considers, through the lens of a particular murder, and its aftermath, how militarized networks of race, gender, and class trapped inexperienced people in inescapably tragic roles. The case linked African American community activism in the naval port of Norfolk, Virginia with their progressive counterparts in South Central Los Angeles, and with rural refugees from the prewar killing fields of genocidal racism in the Arkansas Delta. News of the murder made national news at the peak of the zoot suit riots, during major military campaigns in North Africa and the South Pacific, and it diverted national attention from the war news to the home front, prominently highlighting Oregon's fledgling, paramilitary state police. The trial court empaneled a jury of predominantly rural farm wives from Linn County, in one of the first capital cases to be tried in Oregon with women on the jury. 

The book explores how reporters and other investigators constructed a narrative that supplanted other, conflicting accounts, culminating in a prolonged legal appeal that galvanized opponents of the death penalty in Oregon in the postwar years. The project required research in the national archives in Washington, D.C., neighborhood collections and archives in Downtown and South Central Los Angeles, corporate archives in Sacramento and Palo Alto, California, the Newberry Library, the Oregon State Archives, and numerous local records and collections in the Willamette Valley.
	
Dr. Geier was also active on the State Historic Records Advisory Board, to which the governor recently reappointed him for a third consecutive term.
He is looking forward to rejoining the teaching faculty this academic year and working with our undergraduate and graduate history students.

Professor Narasingha Sil has had a very productive scholarly year. He published an article titled "Kali's Child and Krishna's Lover: An Anatomy of Ramakrishna's Caritas Divina" in Religion (Leiden and Oxford).  Another article "Postcolonialism and Postcoloniality: A Premortem Prognosis" was published in Alternatives (Istanbul).  

[image: ]Additionally, his review of Brian A. Hatcher, Bourgeois Hinduism:Rare Discourses from Early Colonial Bengal (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008) appeared in Orientalische Literaturzeitung (Berlin).  He contributed an entry on the "Berlin Airlift (1948)" in The Forties in America (Pasadena: Salem Press) and another on "Shah Jahan with a sidebar topic 'Taj Mahal' " in Great Lives from History: The Incredibly Wealthy (Pasadena: Salem Press).  His book Crazy in Love of God: Ramakrishna's Caritas Divina has been published by Susquehanna University Press/Associated University Presses. Professor Sil has recently completed three additional reviews: a review of Thomas Asbridge, The Crusades: The Authoritative History of the War for the Holy Land (New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2010) in Magill's Literary Annual, 2011 (Pasadena: Salem Press, A Division of EBSCO Publishing); Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, Decolonization in South Asia: Meanings of Freedom in Post-Independence West Bengal, 1947-52 (New York: Routledge, 2009) in The Journal of Asian Studies (Cambridge University Press), vol. 19, no. 3 (2010) and David L. Curly, Poetry and History: Bengali Mangal-Kabya and Social Change in Precolonial Bengal (New Delhi: Chronicle Books, 2008) will be published in the Orientalistischen Literaturezeitung (University of Berlin).
 
Professor Sil has two current research projects: a biography of a major literary figure of late colonial Bengal, Sharatchandra Chatterjee and a psychosocial study of Bram Stoker's revenant blood sucking nobleman Count Dracula and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's supersleuth Sherlock Holmes, the ultimate rational bourgeois detective.  Professor Sil indicates, “My plate is full.”  

Professor Kimberly Jensen’s current research is a biography of Oregon physician and public health activist, suffragist, and international medical relief director Esther Pohl Lovejoy (1869-1967). This year she published, with co-editor Erika Kuhlman, an anthology titled Women and Transnational Activism in Historical Perspective (Dordrecht: Republic of Letters Press, 2010). The volume brings together the work of historians who consider women as transnational activists from the late nineteenth century to the years following the Second World War. Professor Jensen’s chapter, “Feminist Transnational Activism and International Health: The Medical Women’s International Association and the American Women’s Hospitals, 1919-1948,” considers the role of Esther Pohl Lovejoy and other women physicians in the development and coordination of two transnational medical and medical humanitarian organizations. Last year she published an essay considering some of the Oregon context for Lovejoy’s activism titled “Revolutions in the Machinery: Oregon Women and Citizenship in Sesquicentennial Perspective,” in the fall 2009 issue of the Oregon Historical Quarterly. She is a reviewer for a number of journals and presses.

Professor Jensen is a member of the editorial boards of the Oregon Historical Quarterly and the Oregon Encyclopedia Project. She serves as a governor-appointed member of the Oregon Heritage Commission. And she is a board member of Century of Action: Oregon Women Vote 1912-2012, the organization spearheading the commemoration of the centennial of woman suffrage in Oregon in 2012. 

As chair of the history department at Western she looks forward to working with undergraduate and graduate students and to facilitating this year’s senior thesis process.

Adjunct Faculty

This fall our department is enriched by the able teaching of three colleagues who join us as adjunct professors and instructor. They are Penelope Brownell, Adjunct Assistant Professor, Laurie Carlson, Adjunct Assistant Professor, and Tyler Laughlin, Adjunct Instructor.

Student News
Undergraduate Program
Senior Thesis  History majors at Western complete their degree by conducting research and writing a senior thesis in their final full year of study. In the fall term of their senior year students select a research paper that they have written for one of their upper-division history courses to revise and expand for their thesis. In winter term students enroll in History 420W, Philosophies of History. And in spring term students enroll in History 499W, Senior Thesis, where they complete the work of expanding and deepening their secondary and primary source analysis. Students participate in a conference-style presentation of their work at this Academic Showcase and also present their final senior thesis in a separate session. Copies of senior theses are posted on the history department website and bound in volumes in the Hamersly Library. 
Last year the following students participated in the senior thesis process: 

Alexandra Chapman
Faculty sponsor: Kimberly Jensen
Title: Transformation: Twilighting Forks

Stephanie di Bona
Faculty sponsor: Benedict Lowe
Title: Food and Dining in Etruscan Funerary Ritual

Samuel Dollarhide
Faculty sponsor: Benedict Lowe
Title: Divine Authority: Pope Gregory VII

Scott Hagensen
Faculty sponsor: Kimberly Jensen
Title: Small Town Attitude: Alcohol in Monmouth

Sarah B. Hardy
Faculty sponsor: Kimberly Jensen
Title: Temperance and Beyond: The Oregon Woman’s Christian Temperance Union and Progressive Reform during the First World War

James T. Holmes
Faculty sponsor: Benedict Lowe
Title: Julius Caesar’s Invasions of Britain

Jordan Kasler
Faculty sponsor: John Rector
Title: Reagan’s War in Nicaragua

Hannah Marshall
Faculty sponsor: Kimberly Jensen
Title: Helping to Feed the World: War Gardens During WWI

Zach Mintzer
Faculty sponsor: John Rector
Title: ¡Viva Cristo Rey! : An Inquiry Into Mexico’s Struggle Between Church and State

Kira Noble
Faculty sponsor: David Doellinger
Title: Renewing the Polish Identity: Pope John Paul II’s First Visit to Poland, June 1979

Sammy Nordstrom
Faculty sponsor: John Rector
Title: Bittersweet Independence: Cuba

Christopher Perkins
Faculty sponsor: Benedict Lowe
Title: Pope Gregory VII and the Dictatus Papae

Austin Preller
Faculty sponsor: Kimberly Jensen
Title: The Extinction of the Bison Culture: Social and Economic Imperialism of the 19th Century Great Plains

Toni Rush
Faculty sponsor: Kimberly Jensen
Title: Lead the Way: Septima Clark and Fannie Lou Hamer’s Leadership in the Civil Rights Movement

Kristopher Schendel
Faculty sponsor: David Doellinger
Title: Stalin’s Collectivization: From an Idealistic View to a Defensive Stance, 1928-1934

M. Katrina Shank
Faculty sponsor: Benedict Lowe
Title: The Meaning of the Reliefs at the Temples of Abu Simbel

Kathryn Ann Wagner
Faculty sponsor: Benedict Lowe
Title: The Power of Virginity : An Examination of the Vestal Virgin's Role in Ancient Roman Society

Heather Wright
Faculty sponsor: Benedict Lowe
Title: The Woman of the Roman Baths

Jennifer Wright
Faculty sponsor: Benedict Lowe
Title: The Propaganda of Vespasian

History 499 Students: June 2010, Hamersly Library


History MA Program  The history department at Western Oregon University began its Master of Arts in history program in Fall 2008. Now in its third year, the department offers graduate courses in three fields: North American History, European History, and World (Latin American and Asian) History. Graduate students complete coursework in a primary field and a secondary field. As part of the requirements for the M.A. degree students enroll in at least one seminar class in their primary field and one in their secondary field. The seminar course focuses on the production of an article-length paper that draws upon a strong knowledge of secondary sources (the work of other historians in the field) and original research in primary sources. M.A. students participate in a conference-style presentation of one of their seminar papers for this Academic Showcase session.

History MA Academic Showcase

Last spring students from three graduate seminars presented at the MA session of Academic Showcase: Nations and Nationalism with Professor David Doellinger, Asia with Professor Bao Hua Hseieh, and U.S. Women’s History with Professor Kimberly Jensen.

Vivian Reed
Faculty sponsor: David Doellinger
Title: The Lutheraners: German Nationalism in a Polish Particular

Jeffrey Benson
Faculty sponsor: Bau Hsieh
Title: The Autonomous Illusion of the Minorities of China

Amy Koeneman
Faculty Sponsor: David Doellinger
Title: German Democratic Republic Postal Stamps: Vehicle for Nationalism

Betsy McDonald
Faculty sponsor: David Doellinger
Title: Bloody Sunday, 1972: Discerning Between Nationalism and Patriotism

Jody Lyon
Faculty sponsor: David Doellinger
Title: The Heroic Holmes: Emblematic Englishman

Lindsay McNeill
Faculty Sponsor: Kimberly Jensen
Title: Living Life as a Logger’s Wife: The Story of Olive Barber

Duke Morton
Faculty sponsor: Kimberly Jensen
Title: Wilderness Women

Austin Schulz
Faculty sponsor: Kimberly Jensen
Title: Women of Oregon’s Eugenic Sterilization Movement: A Case Study of Eugenic Sterilization in Practice

Brandon M. Shaffer
Faculty sponsor: David Doellinger
Title: A Comedy of Terror: The Use of Ethnic Jokes as a form of Nationalism during the Russian Revolution (1917-1924)

Sam Summers
Faculty sponsor: David Doellinger
Title: Football Nationalism: Identity and Sport in Great Britain

Jonathan Tipton
Faculty sponsor: David Doellinger
Title: John Paul II Changes the Rules

Susan Windish
Faculty sponsor: Bau Hsieh
Title: Strangers in Their Own Country (The Uyghurs in the autonomous region of Xinjiang)

Current History MA Students 

We welcome our current and continuing History MA students Jeffrey Benson, Ali Chapman, Sarah Coelho, Amy Koeneman, Hannah Marshall, Samantha Reining, Toni Rush, Brandon Shaffer, Austin Schulz, Susan Windish.







10

image6.jpeg

