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Course Description

Crime is often explained in relatively simple terms such as good and evil or right and wrong.  In reality, however, criminal activity is actually the outcome of a complex set of factors that influence human behavior.  In this course students will explore the nature of crime and consider explanations for criminal behavior.  Special attention is devoted to making accurate observations about crime, contemplating various (often competing) theories of crime, and (from these new perspectives) evaluating crime control policies.  Students will be expected to move beyond their preconceived notions regarding the causes of crime and to think about crime objectively and scientifically.  

Course Objectives

1.  To explore the various manifestations of and competing explanations for crime.

2.  To become familiar and comfortable with the central concepts in the field.

3.  To understand what criminologists do.

4.  To be exposed to, and understand the nature and potential of criminological theory.
5.  To become aware of and understand empirical research.

Expected Outcomes

1.  The student should demonstrate the ability to define key concepts used in the field of Criminology, understand how crime rates are recorded and identify the various categories and typologies of crime.

2.  The student should be able to identify key criminological theories and identify the theorists and researchers commonly associated with those theories.

3.  The student should demonstrate an understanding of what criminologists do, how they do it (in terms of conducting research and theory building) and why (to what uses criminological research and theory is put).

4.  The student should develop an ability to evaluate the factors influencing laws and other crime control policies.

Course Requirements

This is a very demanding course.  In order to be successful, each student must be prepared to make considerable weekly commitments (in terms of time and effort) to the readings and written assignments.  Readings must be completed before the class period for which they are assigned.  The date on the syllabus refers to our discussion schedule.  In order to make a contribution to class discussions, each student must complete the readings in advance of each corresponding date.  

Course requirements include A) participation in online discussions, B) a term paper, C) and 2 exams.  

A) Online Discussion Forums
Since we will not have the opportunity to engage in classroom-based, face-to-face discussions related to the course readings, it is necessary to foster a dialogue between students utilizing the discussion forums available through WebCT.  In order to encourage everyone to get to know (and learn from) one another, each student is required to make a minimum of three (3) substantive written contributions to the online discussion forums each week.  

One (1) of these should be an ORIGINAL contribution outlining a specific question about the readings assigned for the week.  The remaining two (2) weekly contributions should be RESPONSES/ANSWERS to the questions raised by other students.  These contributions must be posted by no later than 5:00 on the Saturday of each week, starting with week 1 (ending October 4).  

These deadlines are not designed to place unnecessary constraints on when you should complete your work (you can always complete the work in advance), but rather to make sure that a meaningful discussion over the assigned readings transpires (predictably) by the end of each week.  These deadlines also prevent confusion by making sure that each week’s readings are the basis of a separate and distinct discussion, making it easier to follow along and review.  

Participation in the online discussion forums is worth 150 points over the course of the term.

B) Term Paper

Each student is required to write a term paper.  As you will learn in this course, many criminological theories help to explain not only criminality and deviance, but conformity as well.  For the term paper you should evaluate the various theories covered in this course and apply them to your life.  Specifically, you must determine which theories are useful for explaining how you have arrived at where you are in your life.  Discuss each relevant theory thoroughly and identify the theorist (or theorists) credited with developing it.  Your goal should be to incorporate at least five theories into your discussion.  Be sure to point out the strengths and weaknesses of each theory as you attempt to incorporate it into an analysis of how you have become the person you are today.  Write-ups should be a minimum of seven pages in length, typed, double-spaced, and stapled (no cover sheets or folders, please).  This paper is worth 150 points.  
C. Exams
Two exams (a midterm and a final) are scheduled for the term.  Each exam consists of 50 multiple-choice questions and is worth a total of 150 points (for a total of 300 points).  Each exam must be completed (online) on the day outlined in the course schedule and within the maximum allocated time.
Expectations of Students
Each student has a right to expect a healthy climate in the online discussion forums.  Consequently, each student is responsible for ensuring that such a climate is developed and maintained.  A healthy climate is one in which ALL students are capable of being active, equal participants in the learning process.  I will accept nothing less than a climate in which students feel respected and comfortable.  In short, be respectful of one another’s opinions and refrain from making personal insults when responding to the comments posted by your classmates. 
Other Policies

Barring a family emergency, makeup exams are not provided.  The term paper and online discussion contributions are due on the dates indicated in the syllabus.  Late submissions are not accepted.  
Class Schedule

Week of / Title:
Topic






Reading:

Week 1

9/29-9/4

Course Introduction




Syllabus




The Study of the Causes of Crime


Ch 1

Making Meaningful Observations About Crime
Ch 2




Strengths and Weaknesses of UCR and NCVS

Week 2

10/6-10/11

How Research Can Contribute to a Better 

Ch 3

Understanding of Crime

Week 3 



10/13-10/18

Choice Theory





Ch 4
Week 4


10/20-10/25

Biological and Psychological Trait Theories

Ch 5
Week 5


10/27-11/1
Exam 1 (Covering chapters 1-5 and all PowerPoint slides provided to date) must be completed between 

Monday 10/27 & Saturday 11/1.

Note: Regardless of when you choose to take the exam, you must complete it in one “sitting.”  In other words, once you begin the exam, you must complete it within the maximum allocated time.  You are NOT permitted to take a portion of the exam on one occasion and to complete it on another.   

Social Structure Theories



Ch 6
Week 6


11/3-11/8

Social Process Theories



Ch 7
Week 7


11/10-11/15

Critical Criminological Theories


Ch 8



Developmental Theories



Ch 9

Week 8


11/17-11/22

Feminist Criminological Theories


TBA

Week 9




11/24-11/29

Focus: Violent Crime




Ch 10



Term Paper Due 11/29
Week 10


12/1-12/6
Exam 2 (covering chapters 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 and all PowerPoint slides provided since Exam 1) must be completed between 

Monday 12/1 & and Saturday 12/6


Note: Regardless of when you choose to take the exam, you must complete it in one “sitting.”  In other words, once you begin the exam, you must complete it within the maximum allocated time.  You are NOT permitted to take a portion of the exam on one occasion and to complete it on another.   




Focus: Property Crime



Ch 11



Focus: White-Collar Crime



Ch 12
Focus: Drug and Public Order Crimes

Ch 13
Finals Week
 

12/8-12/12

No final is scheduled for this course.  
Grading

Term Paper (150)





150 points

Exams (2x150)





300
Participation in Online Discussions (25 points per week)
150 









600 points total
A = 94-100%
A- = 90-93
B+ = 87-89
B = 84-86 
B- = 80-83
C+ = 77-79
C  = 74-76
C- = 70-73
D+ = 67-69
D = 64-66
F = 0-63

Academic Honesty
Academic dishonesty includes cheating, plagiarism, and fabrication in the process of completing academic work.  The University expects that students will accept these standards and conduct themselves as responsible members of the academic community.  These standards are outlined in the Code of Student Responsibility and should be interpreted by students as general notice of prohibited conduct.  They should be read broadly, and are not designed to define misconduct in exhaustive forms.

All clear instances of academic dishonesty shall be reported to the Student Affairs Office and will be addressed in a manner consistent with the Code of Student Responsibility.  
Services for Students with Disabilities

Accommodations are available for students who have a documented disability.  Any student who may need accommodations or services due to a disability may contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS).  The ODS can be contacted by calling (503) 838-8250 V/TTY.  The ODS can arrange to provide various course materials (such as examinations or this syllabus) in alternative formats where needed.  For ODS policies and procedures, please visit http://www.wou.edu/student/disability/.
