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Course Description

There are many reasons to compare the criminal justice system in the United States with other systems throughout the world.  For instance, through comparison we can obtain a better sense of the relative nature of our own system.  In this regard, comparison reveals the importance of many factors (e.g., politics, economics, culture) that influence the development and maintenance of a criminal justice system.  In other words, the experiences of others help us to better understand our own history, more effectively meet present dilemmas, and more accurately anticipate future challenges.  

Moreover, comparison also allows us to identify relative strengths and weaknesses of our own system, which enhances our ability to modify the criminal justice system to best meet our ever-changing needs.  In addition, comparing criminal justice systems throughout the world helps us to identify areas of compatibility.  This enables us to cooperate more effectively; a fundamental prerequisite for addressing the problems related to transnational crime and international security. 
This course provides the student with the opportunity to explore the world of criminal justice by comparing the approaches of several, vastly different nations.  We will analyze a variety of model nations (some of which will be chosen by you and your fellow students) and the similarities and differences between each.  The (often unique) factors that explain our observations will be discussed throughout the term.  

Course Requirements
Students are expected to be prepared to make a meaningful contribution to weekly online class discussions.  This is a fairly simple requirement so long as students complete assigned readings and offer a meaningful level of participation.  In order to be successful, each student must be prepared to make considerable weekly commitments (in terms of time and effort) to the readings and written assignments.  Readings must be completed before making each weekly discussion contribution (discussed below).  The date on the syllabus refers to our discussion schedule. 
Course requirements include A) a preliminary online check-in, B) weekly participation in online discussions, C) a term paper and D) and 2 exams.  

A) Preliminary Check-in

Each student is required to “check-in” by posting to the online discussion forum by the end of week 1 (Saturday, October 4).  Doing so demonstrates that each student understands how to use the system and will be prepared to participate in the online discussions starting with week 2 (see below).  Your first task will be to select a country* (*other than the U.S., England, France, Germany, China, Japan, or Saudi Arabia) to study throughout the term.  
Selecting a Country

Hopefully you were initially interested in this course because you were compelled by the diverse approaches to the administration of justice practiced throughout the world. In this course, however, we will formally profile the criminal justice systems in only six nations (in addition to using the U.S. criminal justice system as an example).  Yet there is much to learn from the experiences of other nations—so you will be given the opportunity to explore beyond the scope of the textbook to find out more about the criminal justice system in an additional country of your choice*.  The country you select will be the focus of your term paper AND each of your weekly online discussion forum contributions.  In other words, you will conduct research on “your” country’s criminal justice system throughout the term.  

You should select a country based on your own personal interests, keeping in mind that every nation is in a different stage of development and is confronted with unique challenges related to the administration of justice.  As a result, some countries have advanced formal criminal justice systems while others have almost no formal criminal justice system at all.  Since you will be required to conduct extensive research (mostly online) on the country you select, be sure to select one about which sufficient information is available.  It is essential that you do some preliminary research prior to making your selection.  Browse the web for resources about the countries you are most interested in.  If you can’t find much information about a particular country’s criminal justice system, then you will have a very difficult time completing the course requirements.  Selecting such a country is NOT advisable.  Choose wisely.  

Finally, each student must represent a unique country—that is, you must select a country that no one else has yet selected (and one that isn’t profiled in the course text*).  Once a country is selected by a student as part of their preliminary check-in (see above), it is no longer available to anyone else.  Therefore, do some preliminary research on 2-3 countries so you have a backup plan in the event someone else has already selected your first choice by the time you are ready to complete your preliminary check-in.  Of course, knowing what countries other students have already selected will require you to review any and all previously submitted discussion posts before making a final decision.  The sooner you complete your preliminary check-in, the better your chances of getting the country you prefer.  
B) Online Discussion Forums

Since we will not have the opportunity to engage in classroom-based, face-to-face discussions related to the course readings, it is necessary to foster a dialogue between students utilizing the discussion forums available through WebCT.  In order to encourage everyone to get to know (and learn from) one another, each student is required to make a substantive written contributions to the online discussion forums each week.  Each should be an ORIGINAL contribution which addresses the specific discussion question assigned for the week.  This contribution must be posted by no later than 5:00 on the Saturday of each week, starting with week 2 (October 11).  

These deadlines are not designed to place unnecessary constraints on when you should complete your work (you can always complete the work in advance), but rather to make sure that a meaningful discussion over the assigned readings transpires (predictably) by the end of each week.  These deadlines also prevent confusion by making sure that each week’s readings are the basis of a separate and distinct discussion, making it easier to follow along and review.  

Participation in the online discussion forums is worth 200 points over the course of the term.

C) Term Paper

Each student is required to write a term paper that constitutes a review and analysis of the criminal justice system in a country of your choice (the selection process is important and is discussed above).  
You should begin by providing a brief historical background on the nation you select. But this paper goes far beyond simply creating a profile of a nation’s CJ system.  You will also be expected to analyze the nature of the criminal justice system and assess the (CJ-related) challenges that the nation faces. Your goal should be to demonstrate your mastery of the material covered during the course of the term by providing an overview of the key components of the country’s CJ system (policing, courts, corrections) and an analysis of the major crime- and justice-related challenges and problems facing that country.   Frequent references to the course text (and the major themes presented therein) are expected.  NOTE:  Each weekly discussion topic will be related to individual themes which you should plan to address in your term paper.  As a result, by completed your discussion post for each week, you are preparing yourself for successful completion of the term paper.  Your term paper should summarize and expand on your weekly discussion posts.  
You are required to utilize a minimum of 8 sources (including the textbook).  Papers should be a minimum of ten pages in length, typed, double-spaced.  This paper is worth 100 points.  Papers must be submitted via email in three forms:  1) cut-and-pasted into the body of an email message, 2) as a Microsoft Word attachment to the aforementioned email message AND 3) cut-and-pasted into the appropriate designated threaded discussion forum.  The term paper is worth 100 points.  
D. Exams
Two exams (a midterm and a final) are scheduled for the term.  Each exam will consist of a series of multiple-choice questions which should be completed online within the maximum time allotted (75 minutes).  You are permitted to take the exam at any point over the course of the exam week (see course schedule below), but keep in mind that once you begin, you must complete the ENTIRE exam within the allotted timeframe of 75 minutes.  You CANNOT complete and save a portion of the exam and come back at a later time to finish.   Each exam will be worth 150 points.  
Expectations of Students

Each student has a right to expect a healthy climate in the online discussion forums.  Consequently, each student is responsible for ensuring that such a climate is developed and maintained.  A healthy climate is one in which ALL students are capable of being active, equal participants in the learning process.  I will accept nothing less than a climate in which students feel respected and comfortable.  In short, be respectful of one another’s opinions and refrain from making personal insults when responding to the comments posted by your classmates. 

Other Policies

All assignments, projects, presentations, and exams are due as outlined in the class schedule (see below).  Late submissions (regardless of circumstance or reason) are not accepted.  Be prepared for the inevitable illness or emergency by not waiting until the last minute to complete and/or submit your work.  Further, you are responsible for being prepared for the possibility of a computer glitch and occasions when your access to the Internet is temporarily interrupted and/or unavailable.  You are expected to solve these problems on your own in a timely manner and to refrain from bringing them to my attention.  You are responsible for establishing and maintaining regular access to a computer and the Internet (access to both is available at Internet cafes, many coffee shops and restaurants, book stores and public libraries).   
Academic Honesty
Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating and plagiarism.   Basic standards regarding prohibited conduct are outlined in the Code of Student Responsibility.  Students are expected to accept these standards and conduct themselves in an academically responsible manner.

All clear instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of F for the course.  In addition, all allegations and evidence of such actions will be reported to the Campus Judicial Affairs Coordinator and will be addressed in a manner consistent with the Code of Student Conduct.  
Services for Students with Disabilities

Accommodations are available for students who have a documented disability.  Any student who may need accommodations or services due to a disability may contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS).  The ODS can be contacted by calling (503) 838-8250 V/TTY.  The ODS can arrange to provide various course materials (such as examinations or this syllabus) in alternative formats where needed.  For ODS policies and procedures, please visit http://www.wou.edu/student/disability/.

Class Schedule

Date



Topic





Readings

Week 1

9/29-9/4


Introduction to course



Syllabus




Why a comparative approach?

F&D Ch. 1
Comparing crime data

 

F&D Ch. 2

Week 2



10/6-10/11


History of Law



F&D Ch. 3

Legal Theory









Week 3



10/13-10/18


Overview of Nations



F&D Ch. 4
Week 4



10/20-10/25


Policing/Law Enforcement


F&D Ch. 5
Week 5


10/27-11/1


Constitutional Review


F&D Ch. 6
Midterm Exam (Chapters 1-6)*
*Exam must be taken between Monday 10/27 and Saturday 11/1.

*Once you begin your exam, you will have 75 minutes to complete it. 
Week 6



11/3-11/8


Procedure




F&D Ch 7

The Legal Profession



F&D Ch. 8
Week 7



11/10-11/15


Court Systems



F&D Ch. 9
Week 8

11/17-11/22


Sentencing



F&D Ch. 10




Prisons




F&D Ch. 11





Term Paper Due by 5:00 on Friday 11/16
Week 9





11/24-11/29


Major Issues: Terrorism

F&D Ch. 12
Week 10
12/1-12/6


Major Issues: Organized Crime
F&D Ch 13
Finals Week

12/8-12/12


Final Exam (Chapters 7-13)*


*Exam must be taken between Monday 12/8 and 

Friday 12/12.

*Once you begin your exam, you will have 75 minutes to complete it. 
GRADING


Exams (2 x 150 pts.)




=
300


Preliminary Check-in




=
0
Online Discussion Contributions (8 x 25 pts.) 
=
200

Term Paper (100)




=
100


Total






600 points

A = 94-100%
A- = 90-93
B+ = 87-89
B = 84-86 
B- = 80-83

C+ = 77-79
C  = 74-76
C- = 70-73
D+ = 67-69
D = 64-66
F = 0-63

