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Course Description and Overview

This is a survey course which will explore criminal justice as an academic discipline, integrating a broad range of literature, research, knowledge and resources that focus on the criminal justice network.  Although this network is widely referred to as the criminal justice system, it will be illustrated in this course why this metaphor is inappropriate and misleading; especially in terms of facilitating a complete understanding of the role, processes and goals of the various criminal justice agencies.

The criminal justice discipline has an interesting and mixed heritage.  Criminal justice theories are drawn from a plethora of other disciplines including sociology, criminology, anthropology, psychology, law, philosophy, public administration and political science.  In this course we will examine how these disciplines have influenced the criminal justice network, contributing to its complexity.  The goals of this course are to develop an understanding of (1) how criminal justice agencies are structured; (2) what their role in the criminal justice network is; (3) why these agencies operate as they do; (4) whether these agencies contribute to the objectives of this network (and why or why not), and; (5) what are realistic expectations for our society to have of the criminal justice network.  

In the process of fulfilling these goals, you will also acquire many of the central, and indeed essential, tools necessary to the study of criminal justice at Western Oregon University.  Assignments are designed to increase your writing skills and ability to think critically about a subject.

Course Requirements

Grades will be based on A) attendance/participation (including occasional in-class assignments); B) two exams; and C) a 7-page paper.  

Attendance/Participation

Because attendance is critical to your success in this course, I have established a grading system that creates an incentive to come to class prepared.  Attendance (worth about 10% of your final grade) will be recorded on a random basis.  In addition, you are expected to make a contribution to the group’s learning experience during the course of the term.  This is a simple requirement as long as you complete assigned readings in advance, ask questions, and participate in class discussions (and occasional in-class assignments).  

Exams 
The scope and format of each exam will be discussed in class.

Term Paper

 Hopefully you will find yourself wanting more information on many issues than you can obtain from the lectures, assigned readings, and discussions.  In order to provide the opportunity to engage in a more thorough exploration of these topics, each student will be required to write a seven page paper on a topic of her/his choice.  While the topic for the paper is open, it must be an in-depth analysis of an issue closely related to the course.  You have a great deal of discretion over the direction and scope of your paper, but it is your responsibility to demonstrate how the topic fits into the class as a whole.  Moreover, a proposal must be submitted to me by January 29.  The proposal should clearly outline the issue to be addressed and how you plan to relate it to the material covered in class.  A type written paragraph or two should be sufficient.  The paper is due on March 5 and must be typed, double-spaced, and must incorporate at least 5 source (books and/or journal articles only).  Additional supplementary sources (newspaper and magazine articles, for example), may be used, but do not count toward the 5 source minimum requirement.  The proper citation of sources will be discussed in class.  The paper will be worth 150 points.   

Policies
Expectations of Students

Each student has a right to expect a healthy climate in the classroom.  Consequently, each student is responsible for ensuring that such a climate is developed and maintained.  A healthy climate is one in which ALL students are capable of being active, equal participants in the learning process.  I will accept nothing less than a climate in which students feel respected and comfortable.  If at any point you have ANY concerns about the climate in class, please do not hesitate to speak with me.

Finally, each student is expected to be courteous in the classroom at all times.  The use of cell phones and other electronic devices (with the exception of using a computer for purposes of taking notes) is a distraction and therefore prohibited.  Similarly, late arrivals and early departures from class are often quite disruptive and are strongly discouraged.  In addition, since eating carrots and potato chips (etc.) can be annoying to others seated nearby, please do not bring food to class.  
Academic Honesty
Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating and plagiarism.   Basic standards regarding prohibited conduct are outlined in the Code of Student Responsibility.  Students are expected to accept these standards and conduct themselves in an academically responsible manner.

All clear instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of F for the course.  In addition, all allegations and evidence of such actions will be reported to the Campus Judicial Affairs Coordinator and will be addressed in a manner consistent with the Code of Student Conduct.  
Services for Students with Disabilities

Accommodations are available for students who have a documented disability.  Any student who may need accommodations or services due to a disability may contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS).  The ODS can be contacted by calling (503) 838-8250 V/TTY.  The ODS can arrange to provide various course materials (such as examinations or this syllabus) in alternative formats where needed.  For ODS policies and procedures, please visit http://www.wou.edu/student/disability/.

Other Policies

Barring a documented family emergency or documented illness, late papers are not accepted and makeup exams are not offered.   
Class Schedule

Week of / Title:

Topic





Reading:

Week 1 




9/29-10/1


Overview of Criminal Justice

Ch 1
--What are the purposes of the system?





--Alternative perspectives





--The importance of the CJ process





--Individual Rights

Week 2 



10/6-10/8


Counting Crime



Ch 2





--Classifications

--Strengths and weaknesses of crime data





Causes of Crime



Ch 3




--Various theoretical perspectives

Week 3




10/13-10/15


Criminal Law 



Ch 4

--Sources of modern law

--The purpose of law

Week 4





10/20-10/22


Policing




Chs 5/6




--Historical background

--Structure of law enforcement in U.S.
--Police discretion

*Paper topic due (10/22)

Week 5




10/27-10/29


Policing continued



Ch 7
--Managing the police





--The use of force





--Dangers of policing





--Corruption and the abuse of power





--Exam #1 (in class on 10/29)
Week 6



11/3-11/5


Courts





Chs 8/ 9/10
--History





--Structure





--Pretrial and Trial





--Sentencing

--Inequality in sentencing

--Sentencing alternatives
Week 7




11/10-11/12 


Corrections




Chs 11/12





--Prisons (History and Background)





--Prison Life

Week 8


11/17-11/19


Corrections (continued)


Chs 12/13
--Gender and Racial Disparities in Incarceration





--Alternatives to Imprisonment

--Community Corrections
Week 9



11/24



Juvenile Justice



Ch. 14
--Early Responses to Juvenile Crime
--Differences Between Adult and Juvenile Justice Systems
11/26



Drugs and Crime



Ch. 15


--History of Drug Use and Drug Laws




--Separating Myths and Realities




--Possible Solutions
--Paper Due (11/26)

Week 10


International CJ



Ch. 16
12/1



Comparing crime across borders





Making connections

12/3



The Future of Criminal Justice

Ch. 17




Terrorism at home and abroad





Issues in technology

Where do we go from here?






Exam #2 (in class on 12/3)
GRADING



Exams (2)

150 each
=
300



Paper


150 

=
150



Attendance

random
=
50_______


Total





500 points

A = 94-100%
A- = 90-93
B+ = 87-89
B = 84-86 
B- = 80-83

C+ = 77-79
C  = 74-76
C- = 70-73
D+ = 67-69
D = 64-66
F = 0-63

