Anthropology 215D: Introduction to Archaeology

Winter 2009, 4:00-6:00 TR, HSS 107

Instructor: Dr. Misty Weitzel


Office:
 Todd 346

Phone: 8-8140 
Email: weitzelm@wou.edu
Office Hrs: TR 6-7 pm, or by appt.

Course Description:

This course is designed to provide an introduction to the development of modern archaeological concepts and practice.  The popular image of archaeologists and their work will be compared to the practical and professional realities of scientific archaeology.

Course Outcomes:

· Define archaeology and gain knowledge of the basics concepts associated with archaeology 

· Understand the development of professional archaeology and its relationship to anthropology

· Understand archaeological research design including modern field methods and various analytical techniques  

· Apply theory to interpret past human cultural behavior

· Recognize and interpret evidence of social organization, environment, religion, art, and ideology

· Understand the events and processes associated with the rise and fall of civilization in Old and New World regions

Required text and Supplemental Readings: 

· Thomas, David H. and Kelly, Robert L. 2007. Archaeology: Down to Earth. 3rd edition. Thomson Wadsworth

· Weitzel, Misty A. 2008. Mortuary Use of Red Ochre: An Experimental Approach, Khuxhir-Nuge XIV, A Middle Holocene Hunter-Gatherer Cemetery on Lake Baikal, Siberia. Canadian Circumpolar Institute Press.

Grading:

Participation
 
 20 points

Quiz 1
and 2

 10 points (5 points each)

4 Assignments

 60 (10, 10, 15, 25 points each)

Final


 10 points

Total 


100 points

Participation:

Class attendance is essential.  Participation in class discussions and routine activities is integral to the class and should reflect that you have read the assigned readings.  In class exercises must be completed in class only.  

Quizzes:

Quizzes and the final will consist of multiple choice, true/false, and short answer questions on all class materials including lectures, readings, movies, etc.  

Assignments:
There will be 4 assignments that will progress in difficulty through the term.  Guidelines for these will be handed out in class.  Assignments must be submitted in class; those sent by email will not be accepted.
*There will not be any make-up class exercises/quizzes or extensions on assignments without prior approval or written documentation of a medical problem/family emergency.

**Respectful classroom behavior is required: do your errands, phone calls, etc. before class; turn off cell phones/ipods; do not arrive late/leave early, or otherwise disrupt the class.

Week


Topic 






Readings

1 (Jan. 
6, 8)
 
Defining Archaeology, Theoretical Approaches,
Thomas 1,2 

and Historical Background

2 (Jan. 13, 15)

Finding and Recovering Archaeological Data
Thomas 3, 4




and the Fieldwork Experience

Jan. 15: Assignment #1 Due


3 (Jan. 20, 22)

Dating Methods, Classification, and Analysis
Thomas 5, 6

Jan. 22: Quiz 1

4 (Jan. 27, 29)

Taphonomy, Ethnoarchaeology and 


Thomas 7

Experimental Archaeology
 




Jan. 29: Assignment #2 Due





5 (Feb. 3, 5)

Environment





Thomas 8

6 (Feb. 10, 12)

Bioarchaeology




Thomas 9

Feb. 12: Quiz 2







7 (Feb. 17, 19) 
Social Systems, Settlement, and Economy

Thomas 10


Feb. 26: Assignment #3 Due


8 (Feb. 24, 26)

Mind, Art, and Religion



Thomas 11


9 (Mar. 3, 5)

Historic Archaeology and Archaeology in the 
Thomas 12, 13

21st century

March 5: Assignment #4 Statement Due




10 (Mar. 10, 12)
Conclusions and Review 





March 17th, 12-2 pm:  Final, Assignment #4 Due 
