Language and Culture (ANTH 213D)

 Winter 2009 Meetings T/R
Two  Sections:  10-1150 am; ITC 310

12-130pm; HSS 110 A

{Course Calendar is subject to change}

Instructor: Isidore Lobnibe

Email lobnibei@wou.edu

Office 210B HSS
Hrs, MW 10-12noon &by appt

Course Description

 This course is an introduction to linguistic anthropology, a subfield of cultural anthropology, which focuses on the role of language in the creation and maintenance of social interactions, cultural practices and values, and the development and persistence of a person's sense of self. We explore the structure of language, its diversity in the world, and the different ways people embue words with meaning and use language to communicate through speaking and writing. 

 Goals of the course
· Explore  the uniqueness of human language as  one index of human capacity of culture
· Describe the structure and component parts of language 
· Analyze the  role of  language in creating and maintaining social relations and interactions 

· Examine the diverse ways people use language to communicate through speaking and writing

·  Explore the role of language in shaping cultural values, power relations and sense of self.
Required Texts:

Bauer, Laurie and Peter Trudgill (eds.) 1998. Language Myths.  New York: Penguin.
 Basso, Keith. Wisdom Sits in Places. University of New Mexico Press

 Michael Agar 1994.Language Shock. Understanding The Culture of Conversation; Quill.

  Note. Some of the readings& material can be downloaded from moodle. 

Requirements:

1. Attendance and Participation.

 Students are required to attend classes since lectures will often cover important information that is not covered in the readings.  Class meetings will incorporate short lectures, discussions of assigned readings, films, and small group activities. Students are expected to read the assigned readings before class. Because this is a discussion-based course, keeping pace with assigned readings is not only important but crucial to the successful progress of the course. You are advised to have prepared questions to facilitate discussions. For an absence to be excused students must provide the instructor with a written documentation from the necessary authorities.

2. Exercises and Exam.

 There will be a series of exercises in the course of the term. Some of them will be in-class exercises and others take- home exercises. We will have an-in-class midterm exam, a final paper to be written at home and a group project to be presented and handed in by the group. Guidelines for the group projects will be provided in the course of the term.

Note on Academic Integrity:

 It is the responsibility of all students to familiarize themselves with the Western Oregon University policy on academic integrity that is also found in the code and conduct of students’ responsibility at http://www.wou.edu/student/residences/pdfs/the_code.pdf . Students with documented learning disability should contact the university disability office for assistance.

Evaluations
 Mid-term (25 points)

 Final (25 points)

 In-Class Assignments (25 points)

 Group projects (25points)

Weekly Schedule and Readings
Week I

  Jan 6 Introduction to the course
 Jan 8 What is Linguistic Anthropology?
      Ottenheimer Chapter 1- 16-; Language Myth, Intro, & 1
 Film:  Excerpts of Shackles of Tradition
Weeks 2 The influence of language on Culture 

 Jan 13 Agar, Chapter 1;   Myth 10
Jan 15 Agar, chapters 2; Cross-Language Predictors of Consonants-Vowel Syllabuses, American anthropologist (Dec, 1999) by Melvin Ember and Carol Ember (e-mail)

  Film: Language and Communication
Week 3 Saussurean linguistics, Semantics, and Semiotics
  Jan 20 Agar Chapter 3; pp 61-88; 
Jan 22 Sapir-Whorf- hypothesis
 Agar, Pp.89- 132; Myths, 12, 15
Week 4 Linguistic and Communicative Competence
 Jan 27 Agar, Situations, Pp 133-1 39
Myth 7, 8
Jan 29 Agar, Dell Hymes Speech Acts pp 140-191
 Week 5 Language and Dialects 
Feb 3 Agar, Pp 211 -258, Myth 2, 
Film: American Tongues

Feb 5 Myths , 10, 17, 18, 20
 Week 6 Language, Gender and Ethnicity
Feb 10 Conversational Style: Talking on the Job by Deborah Tannen &

Myth 6.
Film: He Said, she Said
Feb 12 Midterm
 Week 7 Language and Social Practice
Feb 17 Myths 11, 13, 9 
Feb 19 Divided by a Common language: Comparing Nigerian, American and British English by Farooq. Kperogi Language & Myth 11, 

Film: CBS
Assign 2. Due
 Week 8 Toponyms, History and Culture
 Feb 24 Basso, Preface and Chapter 1
 26 Basso, Chapter 2
 Week 9 Basso Contd
  March 3 Basso, Chapters 3   &4
  March 5 Basso, Epilogue
 Week 10
   March 10 Presentations
  (Presentations & take-Home Exam Give out)

 Week 11 Exam 
 March 13 Final Due (Late papers will not be accepted)
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