Ethnographic Methods (ANTH 325D)
 Winter 2009 ; MW 12noon-1:50pm
 RM: HSS 110B
 Instructor: Isidore Lobnibe

 Off: 210B 

Hrs, MW 10am-12noon& by Appt 

  Email lobnibei@wou.edu
Course Description

  This course explores ethnography as both the process of undertaking anthropological research (or fieldwork) and the final written product of that research. We will begin the term by reading a series of short texts that introduce us to anthropological methodologies and prompt us to think about the possibilities and limitations of conducting ethnographic research.  We will then turn to the challenges of planning and research design, focusing specifically on the experience and ethics of fieldwork.  Over the course of the term, we will discuss the craft of proposal writing and guide students to develop their own proposals/ research projects. We will discuss this work together in “a writing workshop” at various stages of its progress, and provide each other with constructive advice and suggestions. Students will present the final research proposal/ project to the class at the end of the quarter. 
 Course Text
  Dispatches from the field: Neophyte ethnographers in a changing World by Andrew Gardner and David M Hoffman, Waveland Press, 2006. Other assigned readings can be downloaded   from moodle.
Course Requirements:   This is a discussion- based class with considerable amount of writing. Students are thus expected to attend all weekly sessions, complete the week’s readings and written assignments, and participate actively in discussions.  We will adhere strictly to deadlines and only students who can meet them will continue to be in the class. The main student project for the course will be the preparation of a 8-10 page research draft proposal (with an oral presentation of the proposal to the class at the end of the term). Students are strongly encouraged to choose a research topic in consultation with their advisors since that could form the basis for their senior thesis. Parts of the proposal will be due in stages during the course of the term with students discussing each part with each other in the “workshop” and then revising them for the final paper. Students will sign up for workshops dates to discuss the following stages of their research proposals: the research question or problem; theoretical framework; review of literature, methods and significance. On the weeks you are scheduled to discuss your work, you must email to the class list your written draft by the Sunday or Tuesday evening (latest 6 pm) prior to the class meeting in order for the rest of the class to look it over and prepare some thoughts and comments ahead of time.
Evaluation
 Participation % 20
 Written Assignments % 30 
  Final Proposals/ Field projects % 40
 Peer Reviews % 10

Weekly Schedule and Meetings (subject to revision)
Week One
Jan 5 Introduction to the course. 

Jan 7 From Naturalism to Ethnography
 Read: Emerson’s Preface and Introduction: The Development of Ethnographic Field research pp vii- 25
Film.  Off the Veranda

 Week Two:   The Art of Ethnography
 Jan 12 Read. “Fieldwork and Writing from the Field” by Hoffman & Gardner; pp1-13.GF
Jan 14 Read:   Hoffman’s Swimming through Fieldwork; and Dry bread’s sleeping with One Eye Open” Pp 15-33.DF
· Each student submits his/her  updated CV (5points)
 Week Three:  Brian-storming Research& proposals topics
 Jan 21 Read. Content of the Proposal: Important considerations and preparation of Proposals for qualitative research. Different Assumptions by Lock et al. pp 63-117. 
· Each student comes up with   three different titles of a research topic and  draft proposal/ project abstract (5 points)

 Jan 26 Anthropology@ Wou with Robin Smith
Read.  Ethics and Methods by Philip Kottak (pp 23 -41)

 Week Four:  Rapport and Fieldwork Relations
  Jan 28. Read. “Pangs of Guilt” by Goldade& “The Unwelcome Guest: Episodes from a year in Bahrain” pp 53- 82.DF
Jan 2 Read: “Of Goats and Foreigners” by Peutz & “Anger Management” by Simon Pp 83- 118. DF
· students submit revised abstract( 5 points)
Week Five:     Interviewing, Confidentiality and Anonymity.

Feb 4 Read: Van der Geest’s “Confidentiality and Pseudonyms: Fieldwork Dilemma from Ghana” in Anthropology Today vol 19 No 1 February 2003. 
Feb 9 Read Fieldwork on Prostitution in the Era of AIDS by Claire E. Sterk in C&C by James Spradley and David W. McCurdy pp 33-45 & Fieldwork in Coca country by Conzelman pp 119-135.
Each student comes up with a written consent form (5 points).

Week Six.   Writing Workshops/ Sample proposals
Feb 11 Two students circulate introductions of individual research proposals for feedback

Guest Lecture IRB personnel
· Bibliographical list of proposed research outlines due. Cited works in AAA style should have 15 or more items (10 points).
Feb 16 Two students submit introductions of individual research proposals for feedback
 Week Seven:  Bonding with the Field& Positionality
Feb18 Read:  DF from Pp 137- 178
Feb 23 Read: “From Bonding with the Field”pp 179 to 235
 Week Eight.    Anthropology @ Wou Doug Smith
 Feb 25 draft field projects/proposals
 Feb 27 draft field projects/ proposals
 Week Nine:    Students Encounter with fieldwork
March 2 .Visit to Jensen Artic Museum etc
March 4 Individual Fieldwork continues
 Week Students revise draft proposals
March 9 Individual conferences with instructor
 March11 Presentations 
Week Eleven

 March 16 Presentations

 March 18 Final Proposals/ Projects ( Due)
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