 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Anthropology 214: Physical Anthropology

Winter 2008
Western Oregon University

Course Syllabus

Instructor:  Jordan Hofer

E-mail:  hoferj@onid.orst.edu


Office Hours and Location: TR 1300-1350, HSS 233A

Class Meets:  TR 1400-1550, AA101





Texts:  Human Evolution: A Very Short Introduction by Bernard Wood, Oxford University Press 2005 and On the Origin of Species by Charles Darwin, Harvard University Press 2003.

Course Description: Presents physical anthropology and the study of human biological evolution in the context of modern genetics, and primate behavior studies.  Examines the human fossil record, as well as the diversity and commonality of present and past populations of the evolving human species.  Course theory is Darwinism and literary naturalism.

Readings, Writing Assignments, and Final Projects:

Week 1:  Course introduction.  Read: Chapter 1 in Wood, Chapter I in Darwin.  Topics: the scientific method, physical anthropology as an evolutionary science, the Tree of Life, artificial selection.  Presentation: The Scopes Trial.  

Week 2:  Read: Chapter 2 in Wood, Chapter II in Darwin.  Topics: the evolution of evolution, variation in species, the life of Charles Darwin.  Presentation: The HMS Beagle and Down House.

Week 3:  Read: Chapter 3 in Wood.  Topics: the evolution of order Primates and the Great Apes (genealogical trees), the natural history of monkeys and apes, bigfoot and Grover Krantz, the human ape.  Presentation: Ape art. 

Week 4:  Read: Chapters III and IV in Darwin.  Topics: the struggle for existence, the theory of natural selection (and the other three forces of evolution), Darwin’s Tree of Life, naturalism.  Film: Grizzly Man. 

Week 5:  Quiz 1 covering weeks 1 through 4 (know your Darwin!).  Read: Chapters 4, 5, and 6 in Wood.  Topics: early, archaic, and transitional hominins (genealogical tree), evolution of bipedalism.  
Week 6:  Read: Chapter 7 in Wood.  Topics: transitional species, the evolution of genus Homo (genealogical tree), evolution of the human brain and mind, the evolution of language, grooming and gossip. 

Week 7:  Quiz 2 covering weeks 5 and 6 (know your hominins!).  Read: Chapter 8 in Wood.  Topics: modern Homo sapiens, the Recent African Origin Theory, the Great Leap Forward, biogeography.  Presentation: Cave art.

Week 8:  Topics: the Agricultural Revolution, the rise of civilizations, Jared Diamond’s “Factors Underlying the Broadest Pattern of History”.  Film: Bury My Heart At Wounded Knee.

Week 9:  Topics: Race and Racism. 

Week 10:  Topics: human cooperation, mass-extinction 6, overcoming our evolutionary hangovers, reasons for hope.  In-class preparation for final project presentations.
FINALS WEEK
FINAL PROJECT PRESENTATIONS: Thursday, March 20, 1200-1400 in AA 101. 
Grades:

Final grade is “triangulated” by work completed (quizzes, in-class activities, and final presentations), group’s evaluations of each individual’s contribution, and individual’s self-evaluation of overall course performance.

Assignment and Test Policy: 

No late work accepted.  All work, including written assignments and final presentations, is due on date specified.  Class attendance is HIGHLY recommended for passing grade.

Note: 

If you have a disability that might require assistance or accommodations for any aspect of this course, please come and discuss this with me during the first week of classes.  You may also contact the Office of Disability Services, at 838-8250 V/TTY, for information about accessibility and accommodations.

