ANTH 213D   LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 

Instructor:  Doug Smith

Office:  Maaske 203
Hours:  MW 9:00-9:50; TR  2:00-3:00

Phone:  88372, email:  smithw@wou.edu

Course Description

This course provides an introduction to the study of language in its relationship with culture and society.  We will focus on the roles of language and language use in constructing worldviews, cultural values, social relationships, institutional orders, places, and identities.  The course will explore the diverse ways in which people employ language in different cultures and social settings, and encourage students to reflect critically about the relations between language, social and cultural practices, and power.   

Required Texts

Books:
Ottenheimer, Harriet Joseph, The Anthropology of Language


Bauer, Laurie and Peter Trudgill, Language Myths


Basso, Keith H., Wisdom Sits in Places
Some supplementary readings are downloadable from the web.  See the course schedule.
Course Responsibilities
Regular attendance and conscientious participation will make or break your performance in this class.  Please come to class having done the reading for that period, and be ready to respond to it in discussion.  I highly recommend you take notes on a text as you read it; this will provide you with a reference for discussion and exam preparation.    
Exams

There will be an hour-long, in-class midterm involving definitions and short answers to questions.  And there will be a take-home final, based on Basso’s book Wisdom Sits in Places, for which you will write two short essays.  No midterm make-up will be granted unless a documented medical emergency keeps you from the classroom on February 6.  

Research, Writing Assignments, and Presentations

Through the term you will be conducting linguistic anthropological fieldwork and writing up your results.  The first order of business is to choose a research setting:  a restaurant, church, shopping mall, supermarket, organization, sports events, etc. (this is a partial list—the possibilities are many).  And in groups of four you will investigate how people use language, action, materials, and the environment to go about social relations in that setting.  The idea here is to use the methodologies and the craft of the anthropologist to explore the cultural richness that even a very close-to-home field site has to offer.  Four short projects belong to this endeavor, each corresponding to themes we will be covering at certain junctures of the course.  Note:  some of the terms below will be unfamiliar to you at this initial point; you will know them well in due time.  

The first project, due the end of week four, is to describe in a three-page paper the routines of the setting you have chosen and the competencies one must have to operate effectively in it.  Also, how does the environment—space, the objects in the environment, and so on—shape the interactions that occur there?   Finally, what language choices (e.g. speech styles, dialects, languages) do you observe?   Note that this is primarily a descriptive piece.  

The second one, due the end of week six, will call on you to use the “ethnomethodological” perspective to analyze in another three-page paper the vocabularies and metaphors that people use in your setting.  You might provide a list of words or expressions that seem salient—that seem to belong—to the setting.  Use my lecture on Agar’s analysis of junkie languaculture as a reference for this exercise.  By this point you should, if at all possible, tape record conversations or interviews so that you have a solid reference for transcription.  HOWEVER:  the ethics of anthropological fieldwork require that you secure permission from research subjects to do so.  Note that this is largely an analytical piece. 

The third one, due the end of week 9, has you composing a four- to five-page paper in which you describe and analyze language practices such as speech styles, topic and topic shift, and turn-taking that structure interaction between speakers.   You will base the paper on raw material drawn from your own research.   For the paper’s purposes, you will represent that raw material in a one-page transcript.  Use Dell Hymes’s SPEAKING framework (refer back to Ottenheimer, chapter 5 as needed) as a guide for your project.   Be sure to demonstrate how social politics—i.e. power, domination and/or resistance, ethnic, class, or gender relations—figures in the structures of communication you are analyzing.  Note that this is simultaneously an analytic piece and a piece in which you show your fieldwork competency.  

Each piece, then, will contribute to larger research and writing project.   All told, you will write between ten and twelve pages.   Note:  You will be working in groups.  And with the oral presentation in mind (see below), groups may decide among themselves how to divide research labor as their projects proceed.  But when it comes to paper writing, each student will write his or her papers based on her or his research.   That is, papers are NOT group efforts.  Also, please do not ask for paper extensions unless, like unto exams, a medical emergency precludes you from fulfilling the obligation.  We all have issues that complicate our lives, including the students who submit their work on time.  I cannot be fair to those students and grant extensions to others at the same time.  

Note on Plagiarism:  WOU’s policy against plagiarism is very rigorous.  If you use another person’s words, information, or ideas without acknowledging that source, you have committed plagiarism. Plagiarism is not restricted to simple word-for-word copying; it includes paraphrasing without noting the original source. Plagiarism is subject to one or another penalty, from failing a given assignment to dismissal from the university.
Finally, as the fourth assignment, during the final week of the course, each student group will give a short oral presentation (fifteen minutes or so) of their projects.  I would encourage PowerPoint presentations and tape recording excerpts, or however you might mix media.  

Grading

Midterm:         15%

Assignments:  50% (10% each one, including the presentation)

Final:               25%

Participation:  10%

Course Calendar (subject to change)
Week 1

1/7  Intro to Course and some Foundations of Linguistics 
1/9  What is Linguistic Anthropology? 

Ottenheimer, Chapter 1,  Language Myths, Myth 2

Video Excerpt:  “Franz Boas”

Exercise:  Understanding Holism        

Week 2

1/14  The Relationship between Language and Culture

Ottenheimer, Chapter 2, Language Myths, Myth 10


Compose groups for research projects

1/16   Whorf, “The Relation of Habitual Thought and Behavior to Language”  Accessible at:  http://sloan.stanford.edu/mousesite/Secondary/Whorfframe2.html   

Week 3

1/21  MLK Day:  No Class  
1/23  American Dialects and Judgments

Language Myths, Myths 9, 17, 19  


Video:  “American Tongues”

Have field site chosen by this date  

Week 4

1/28  Language as Social Practice

Ottenheimer, Chapters 5 and 6, Language Myths, Myth 6

Lecture:  “The Ethnomethodology of Junkie Language”
1/30  Writing and Power
 Ottenheimer, Chapter 7, Language Myths, Myths 5
  Lecture:  “Literacy in Aboriginal Australia”  

   Assignment 1 due

Week 5

2/4  Metaphor, History, and Worldview:  War and The War on Terror


Lakoff, “Metaphors of War,” Parts 1 and 2 (Google “Gulf War Metaphor”)
2/6  Metaphor and Worldview Contd.

Lakoff, “Metaphors of Terror” (Google “Metaphors of Terror”)
Midterm 

Week 6

2/11  Language Change and Identity 

Ottenheimer, Chapter 9, Language Myths, Myths 1, 8, 9, 13, 21
2/13  Endangered Languages

Ottenheimer, Chapter 10, Language Myths, Myths 3, 15
Assignment 2 due
Week 7

2/18  History, Toponyms, and an Ethic of Place
Basso, 3-36

2/20 Languacultural Constructions of Environment

Basso, 37-70

Lecture:  “Yucca Mountain:  Sacrifice Zone or Storied Land?”

Week 8

2/25  Place Names and Speech Acts 

Basso, 71-99

2/27  Language, Landscape, and the Moral Imagination

Basso, 99-129

Week 9

3/3   Wisdom Contd.

Basso 129-end

3/5   Linguistic (Dis)Order in a Globalizing World:  Spanish in the U.S.
Assignment 3 due

Week 10

3/10  Class Presentations

3/12  Class Presentations

Final take-home exam due Mon., March 17, by 12:00 noon.  
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