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DESCRI PTI ON

We're off on a trek across the challenging terrain of cultural evolution, worldw de, with an enphasis on our

speci es, on the post-Pleistocene era, and on non-Wstern cultures. W exam ne the archaeol ogi cal evidence for the
donestication of plants and animals, the invention of witing and art, the evolution of technol ogy, the peoplings of
new worl ds, the origins of cities, and what all this nmeans for us today. What have we done to our world, and why?
How is it that we've chosen so many radically different strategies for survival? Wy do sonme of the world' s peoples
seem to have such a huge advantage over others? Can we |earn anything useful fromthe past?

Nei t her a conprehensive inventory nor a | ock-step chronol ogi cal survey, this course seeks out questions and issues
of continuing interest to humanity. Having devel oped culture, can we, and do we, actually use it to avoid m stakes
and i nprove on successes? W can't do either if we don't know what happened in the past. | hope this course will
whet your appetite to learn nore about our ancestors' struggles, failures, and triunphs. They, of course, cane from
a long line of survivors and had the good sense to produce us. WIl we |leave a store of wi sdom and sufficient
resources for the survival of future generations?

You may expect lectures, filnms, discussions, and interested guidance in your research. | expect you to participate
enthusiastically in exploring the ideas we encounter. |Individual research is focussed on westing answers to
today's questions fromthe trials and tribulations of past cultures. You will get to know the people of sone past
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time and place as well as is possible through archaeol ogy and consi der what nessage they have for us today.

Al though the only pre-requisite for this course is at |east sophonore standing, you will find ANTH 215D Archaeol ogy
is very helpful preparation. You are expected to be familiar with Iibrary research at the college |evel and the
conventions of documenting sources in a fornmal research paper; WR 135 is excellent preparation.

TEXT

Rednman, Charles L

1999 Hurman | npact on Anci ent Environnents. Tucson: University of Arizona Press.

Addi ti onal Readi ngs on WOU Online. _

EVALUATI ON

Attendance is essential. Each class begins with in-class witing/quizzes designed to reward your preparation for

cl ass discussion. Quizzes and your resulting class participation cannot be "nade up." Participation requires that
you undertake a close reading of the assignnments and bring witten reading notes to class; |ook over your notes

bef ore each class. |In addition, you will conduct individual, guided research for an 8-12 page paper on a topic
selected in consultation with the instructor. Progress reports on this research account for a substantial portion of
the grade. No | ate papers. Exans are termidentification and essay-style questions.

200 ... Participation (20 neetings) Grading scale: A = 93-100, A- = 90-92; B+ = 87-89
100 ........... M dterm B = 83-86; B- = 80-82; C+ = 77-79; C=73-76; G =
100 ........... Paper Process 70-72;, D+ = 67-69; D = 63-66; D = 60-62; < 60 =
100 ........... Paper F.

100 ........... Fi nal

600 ........... TOTAL

You are responsible for a grade if your nane remains on the Registrar's role past the last drop date, at the end of
week 6. The "Inconplete" grade is reserved for the rare case in which the student is nmaking satisfactory progress
in the course but circunstances beyond the student's control cause a significant but discrete portion of the course
to remain unfinished at the end of dead week.

Pl ease reserve emnil for short questions or clarification. Discussion of grades, problenms with the course, or
requests for special arrangenents should be undertaken in person
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I place a high value on academ c honesty and expect ny students to do the sanme. Please ensure you understand the
definition of acadenic dishonesty in the Code of Student Responsibility. | refer apparent cases of academc

di shonestly to the Coordi nator of Canpus Judicial Affairs for ajudication. |f you have any questions or concerns
about how you have quoted, paraphrased or cited sources, seek ny assistance before you submt your work.

GOALS
Compl etion of this course will enhance your understandi ng of issues such as these:

. I'n what ways has the natural world changed since the energence of our species?

. How have we and our ancestors altered the natural world? How has it changed us?

. What are the major nilestones in the evolution of human cul ture?

. What circunstances and events have shaped the present day distribution of cultures around the world?

. How can we account for the differences between cultures in their strategies for ensuring survival and attaining
satisfaction in life?

. What are the inportant simlarities?

. What has archaeol ogy contributed to our understandi ng of human nature?

SCHEDULE FCOR ANTH 310D FALL 2008

’Véek/Dates ’TCPICS / Readi ngs Events/ Deadl i nes
’V\EEK 1 ’PERSPECTI VES IN TI ME AND SPACE
Sept 30 Introductions & pl ans;read Research Paper Fi gure out how WOU online works and post your profile
Qui de & picture
Cet 2 Redrman Preface &Ch 1 Lessons from a qui z
Prehi storic "Eden" vol unt eer di scussants for
Di anond The Last Americans Di anond: Joy Charron & Heather Fields
Swift & MIler Man as a Fal se Generic Swift & MIler: Evamarie Johnson & Al bert Sierra
WEEK 2 BECOM NG HUVAN
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Cect 7 Redman Ch 2 Attitudes Toward the Environment |quiz
Cl enens Was the Wirld Made for Man? di scussants
Semaw The Wrld's O dest Stone Artefacts... d enens:
Semaw.
Cct 9 Bar - Yosef The Upper Pal eolithic Revol ution di scussants
Di anond Up to the Starting Line Bar - Yosef :
Di anond:
WEEK 3 FORAG NG A LI VI NG
Cct 14 Redman 3 Concepts that Organize Qur Thoughts |quiz
film America's Stone Age Explorers
Cct 16 Bradl ey & Stanford The North Atlantic Ice- di scussants
edge Corridor Bradl ey & Stanford:
Haynes The Catastrophic Extinction Haynes:
WEEK 4 FI'NS, FEATHERS, AND FOUR LEGS
Cet 21 Redman 4 Animal Exploitation: The qui z
Prehistoric Loss of Habitat and Biodiversity |discussants
Di anond The Lethal G ft of Livestock Di anond:
Cct 23 Alvard & Kuznar Deferred Harvests di scussant s
Marshall & Hil debrand Cattl e Before Crops Al vard & Kuznar:
Marshal | & Hi | debr and:
’V\EEK 5 ’
’OC'[ 28 ’Midterm Al readings, discussion & lectures fromfirst 4 weeks
’ ’THE QUESTI ON OF SOCI AL COMPLEXI TY
Cct 30 Redman Ch 5 The | npact of Agrarian Systens qui z
Rountree Appropriation of Prehistory di scussants
Di anond To Farm or Not to Farm Rount r ee:
Di anond:
WEEK 6 Cl VI LI ZATI ONS APPEAR AROUND THE WORLD
Nov 4 Redman Ch6 The Growth of World Urbani sm qui z
Research Topi c due Today (see paper guide)
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Nov 6 Mesopot ani a
VEEK 7
Nov 11 I ndus River Valley Thesis, Qutline & Sources Due Today
(see paper guide)
Nov 13 Chi na
VEEK 8
Nov 18 Mesoaneri ca
Nov 20 Redman Ch 7 The Forces that Gew with qui z
Soci ety Rough Draft Due Today (see paper guide)
di scussants
Di anond From Egal i tarianismto Kl eptocracy Di anond:
VEEK 9
Nov 25 Bauer & Covey Processes of State Formation di scussants
in Inca Peru Bauer & Covey:
Di anond Col | i sion at Caj amarca Di amond:
Nov 27 Thanksgi vi ng No meeting. Work on your paper and read!
WEEK 10 LESSONS FOR OUR FUTURE
Dec 2 Redman Ch 8 The Past as Prol ogue qui z
West ern Human- nodi fi ed Ecosystens di scussants
West er n:
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Dec 4 Film TBA Fi nal Papers Due Today
Revi ew for final
FI NALS WEEK
Dec 11 Thursday 1000- 1150 Final Exam All readings, discussion & |ectures since nmidterm
HOVE
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