Teachers FAQ

a. What is a mentor? 

Mentors are positive role models, good-listeners, advocates and guides. Mentors develop a trust relationship and help the Talmadge student (i.e., mentee) develop skills for academic success, problem solving, emotional and social growth. 
b.   Is the mentor just a tutor for the student? 

Mentors are encouraged to help mentees develop problem solving skills that can be applied to a variety of personal, social, and/or academic challenges.  Since the children in this program have a variety of needs, at times the mentor will help with academic issues, while at other times they will focus on other challenges.

c. What are mentors responsible to do? 
Mentors are required to meet with his/her mentee for four hours a week on the Talmadge campus. Each mentor and mentee selects how they will spend their time together. Typically each meeting includes time spent catching up since the last mentoring session, visiting teachers, looking over the mentee’s planner, working on assignments, and having fun.  Mentors are required to maintain regular contact with teachers and parents through bi-weekly emails or letters.   

d. How can teachers help with the mentoring program?  

Teachers make mentoring at Talmadge successful! In the past teachers have helped mentors in many ways. Teachers provide valuable information about the strengths and weaknesses of the mentee. Early in the mentoring relationship they are asked to provide feedback as to goals established by the mentor and mentee, and as mentoring continues, mentors often count on teachers for information about progress towards goals. Mentors are required to establish regular communication with teachers, and to find out from specific teachers which form of communication is preferable (i.e., after school visits, email, notes in a box).  Mentors appreciate when teachers communicate challenges experienced with mentees as well as any successes they have observed.       

e. How often will the mentor and mentee meet? 
Mentors are required to meet with their mentee 4 hours per week. The specific schedule established depends upon the mentor and the mentee’s availability, but in general they meet after school between 3:00-4:30 pm. Sometimes mentors meet with mentees during their 4th period class.  

f. How can I contact my student’s mentor? 

All Talmadge faculty and staff should have received information about mentor-mentee matches, along with email contact information. When mentoring match ups change, (i.e., a mentee drops out of participation), we do our best to update contact information. For a current list of mentor-mentee matches with mentor contact information see the WOU-Talmadge Mentoring Program website links for Talmadge Faculty and Staff. 

g. How should I handle concerns about a mentor? 

Talk directly with mentor, communicate concern with Principal, Vice Principal, Counselor, or talk directly with WOU-Faculty supervisor Chehalis Strapp.   

