Parents FAQ

a. What is a mentor? 

Mentors are positive role models, good-listeners, advocates and guides. Mentors develop a trust relationship and help the Talmadge student (i.e., mentee) develop skills for academic success, problem solving, emotional and social growth. 
b.   Is the mentor a tutor for my child? 
Mentors are encouraged to help mentees develop problem solving skills that can be applied to a variety of personal, social, and/or academic challenges.  Since the children in this program have a variety of needs, at times the mentor will help with academic issues, while at other times they will focus on other challenges. 

c. Why was my child selected for mentoring?  

The transition from elementary school to junior high can be tough on students and sometimes they need a little help through this transition. Teachers sometimes nominate students who they feel would benefit from working one-on-one with a college student. 

d. What are mentors responsible to do?    

Mentors meet with your child four hours a week on the Talmadge campus.  During this meeting time the mentors will check in with your child’s teachers to make sure they are staying up on their homework, they will work with your child on their homework, the mentors will also do some fun activities with your child.  Mentors are required to maintain regular contact with teachers and parents through bi-weekly emails or letters.

e. How can parents help with the mentoring program?  

Mentors can always use help from parents.  The mentors would be very grateful to hear about your child’s interests. This could help the mentor make a connection with your child. Mentors send home letters to parents every two weeks. Parents can help by responding to letters. The mentors would also love to see all the parents and family at the special events that we do throughout the year.

f. How often will my child meet with his/her mentor? 

Mentors are required to meet with your child 4 hours per week. The specific schedule established depends upon the mentor and the mentee’s availability, but in general they meet after school between 3:00-4:30 pm. Sometimes mentors meet with mentees during their 4th period class.  Once a schedule has been established, the mentor should send this information home to you in a letter. Mentors are encouraged to maintain a regular mentoring schedule with your child. Parents can support mentors by maintaining the mentoring schedule as much as possible.      
