Psychology 489
Special Topics in Developmental Psychology: Language Development

Observation & Paper Requirements

Due November 30th, 2009 
As part of this class, you are required to observe two children that are approximately 1 year apart in age. Children eligible for observation should be between 20 months and 6-years-old.  Your observations and comparison of the two children will be a major part of your responsibility for this course. 

Children at the Teaching Research Child Development Center in Todd Hall are generally available for observation between approximately 8:00am to 12:30pm and from 2:30-5:30 pm.  Children at this center are between 2 ½ and 5 years old. The specific hours that children are available for observation will depend upon the age of the child, the child’s schedule, class activities, etc. If you observe at the TR center be sure that you..
a) First introduce yourself to the primary teachers and make sure that your selected observation time is ok. 

b) Second fill out and turn in an observation form to the teacher. Forms are available in the center. 

You are expected to observe each child for approximately 2 hours, but you may need to observe for more than 2 hours depending upon the child you select to observe. Certain times of day (such as lunch time) are likely to be associated with more language production (and thus more opportunities to observe language) than other times.  
You may select any two children to observe for this project, but be sure that they are approximately 1 year apart in age. When referring to each child in your notes or in your paper, use only the child’s first initial.  Remember confidentiality. Do not discuss individual children by name with other classmates or peers. 

Tips for Observation:
1. Go alone and plan on observing one child at a time. 

2. Spend some time during the first observation, just listening to the child without taking notes. Try to familiarize yourself with the child’s language.  
3. Take scrupulous notes. Try to write down what the child says and how they say it and not what the child “should” say. Bring plenty of paper. To maintain confidentiality, be sure to refer to the child observed in your notes by initials or a pseudonym, rather than by the child’s real name. 
4. In addition to writing down what the child says, be sure to take notes on the following:

a) the context: what was happening while you observed the child, what was the child doing? 


b) what other individuals say to the child 

5. Start observing early in the term and allow yourself plenty of time to observe. Do not try to observe one child for more 30 minutes at a time. The TR child-care center reserves the right to send students away. Keep in mind that kids get sick, they will be absent, or they simply may not talk for long periods of time.      

6. Interact with the child you are observing, or with the other children in the center as appropriate. Allow the child to initiate the interaction and do not try to elicit speech samples.  Keep in mind that it is difficult to take detailed notes if you are involved in the conversation.   

7. Be professional. Remember that we are guests at the center. Follow their rules and be as unobtrusive as possible. 

For each child, write down a series of verbal interactions (or monologues) to analyze later. Remember that you will be expected to submit 2 hours worth of notes for each child.  Be sure that your notes are complete enough to understand the context in later analyses.   

In later analysis of your notes, look for the following. Whether you have an opportunity to see these will depend on the child’s age, individual abilities, and interests. On the other hand, do not limit yourself to these items. Add other observations and issues relating to language development, as appropriate.  Consider the following:

1. Consider examples of the child’s phonological system. Which speech sounds are present in the child’s language? Which appear to be absent? Which phonological processes does the child use? (weak syllable deletion, final consonant deletion, reduplication, consonant cluster reduction, fronting, stopping, gliding, etc). Does the child use any protowords? Is the child having difficulty with any specific speech sounds in specific places within words (word initial or word final). See Hoff p. 168 for norms. What signs of phonological awareness does the child show?     

2. Describe the child’s lexical development. How extensive is the child’s vocabulary? Do any words appear to be context bound? Note the usage of specific nominals, general nominals & pronouns, action words, modifiers, personal social words, grammatical function words etc (see Hoff p. 189) . Does the child’s vocabulary appear to be more referential or expressive? What overextensions or underextensions do you observe?  Can you find any examples of segmentation errors in the child’s speech?  
3. Describe the child syntax and morphology. Calculate the child’s MLU. Based on MLU and your observations, what stage of grammatical development does the child seem to be in? (Hoff p.244).  Which of the 14 grammatical morphemes are present in the child’s speech? (Hoff p. 236). How does the child produce negatives? What question forms do you observe? Note any observed overregularization/overgeneralization errors. 

4. Note examples of how the child communicates. How are gestures used? (alone and/or combined with words). Describe observed examples of the child’s speech acts (i.e., labeling, repeating, answering, requesting, greeting, protesting, Hoff p103). Compare conversations, with adults, and with other children that you observe. Describe observed examples of collective monologues, private speech, solitary monologues, language play, dialogues. How does the child request things? What forms of politeness, if any, are present in the child’s speech? Does the child use different speech registers? How well does the child follow Grice’s conversational maxims of quantity, quality, relation, and manner?  Do you notice any gender typed discourse? Does the child engage in any comprehension monitoring? How does the child repair misunderstood signals? Based on your observations, how well has the child developed communicative competence?

5. Observe and discuss the child’s emergent literacy. Does s/he seem to recognize letters, words? Can the child read? Examples of her/his writing?

Guidelines for Final Report/Paper
You will be asked to hand in the following items:

1. Notes (“raw data”) taken during all observation sessions for each child. (These need not be typed but they must be legible). Remember you should observe each child for at least 2 hours.  

2. A summary of the observations for each child’s language development. This section should describe aspects of the child’s language development as suggested on the prior page including: phonology, semantics, syntax, morphology, socialized speech (Approximately 2-4 pages typed per child).  Please describe each child separately.  
3. A comparison of the two children. How are the two similar? What characteristics do they share? How are they different? (Approximately 2-4 pages typed). 
4. For all portions of the paper, be sure to include examples taken from your observations.  

Throughout the various parts of this paper, integrate your observations with the readings in class. 
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Paper Grade Sheet

1. Notes/transcriptions (15 points)


-Approx. 2 hours per child


-notes appropriate context/setting

2. Child #1 (28 points), include info about age & gender

Description of & examples of each of following


-phonological development   


-lexical development


-grammatical development



 (syntax & morphology) MLU


-socialized speech/communication

-emergent literacy

3. Child #2 (28 points), include info about age and gender

Description of & examples of each of following


-phonological development   


-lexical development


-grammatical development



 (syntax & morphology) MLU


-socialized speech/communication



-emergent literacy
4. Comparison of Child 1 & Child 2 (24 points)


-similarities in at least 3 of above domains


-differences in at least 3 of above domains

5. Format (5 points)


-Typed/double spaced


-Spelling/Grammar

