Psychology 489
Special Topics in Developmental Psychology: Language
Dr. Chehalis Strapp



Office Hours: Mon & Wed 9-11,
 

Todd Hall: 309



Tuesdays 2-3, Thursdays 9-10


strappc@wou.edu



Or by appointment
(503)838-8316



http://www.wou.edu/las/psychology/strapp/ 

Course Description: This course provides an overview of contemporary theory, research, and issues related to language development. Topics discussed include phonological, semantic, syntactic and morphological development, as well as the development of communicative competence and underlying physiological, and cognitive, and mechanisms of language acquisition. Additionally we will consider the role of culture, bilingualism, and language development in special populations. Students will observe child language and apply course material to an individual research paper.   

Course Objectives: Students will understand, differentiate and apply language development concepts. Students will critically evaluate, integrate, and apply theory and current research. Students will observe and identify aspects of phonological, semantic, syntactic and morphological development.  Students will observe and identify aspects of communicative competence including pragmatic, discourse, and sociolinguistic development. Students will develop critical thinking, scientific writing and presentation skills. Accomplishing these objectives involves:

· Demonstrating knowledge and understanding of the field of language development

· Understanding overarching themes, questions, and conflicts in language development 

· Comparing and contrasting theoretical approaches to language  

· Evaluating conclusions derived from psychological research

· Demonstrating effective writing and oral communication skills

Students needing an accommodation for any type of disability please see me during my office hours, see me to schedule an appointment outside of office hours, or contact the Office of Disability Services (838-8250 v/tty) in APSC 405
Required Text:

Hoff, E. (2009). Language development (4th ed.). Belmont: CA:
 
Wadsworth: Cengage Learning. 

Companion site: 
http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M20b&flag=student&product_isbn_issn=9780495501718&discipline_number=24
Additional Required Readings: (available through e-reserve) 
Ladegaard, H. J., & Bleses, D. (2003). Gender differences in young children’s 
speech: The acquisition of sociolinguistic competence. International 
Journal of Applied Linguistics, 13(2), 222-233. 

Krcmar, M., Grela, B., & Lin, K. (2007). Can toddlers learn vocabulary from television: An experimental approach. Media Psychology, 10, 41-63. doi 10.108/15213260701300931
Tardif, T., Fletcher, P., Liang, W., Zhang, Z., Kaciroti, N., & Marchman, V. A. (2008). Baby’s first 10 words, Developmental Psychology, 44(4), 929-938, doi 10.1037/0012-1649.44.4.929  

Bailey, A. L., & Moughamian, A. C. (2007).  Telling stories their way

Narrative scaffolding with emergent readers and readers. Narrative Inquiry, 17(2), 203–229.

Geurts, H. M., Embrechts, M. (2008). Language profiles in ASD, SLI, and ADHD, Journal of  Autism and Developmental Disorders, 38, 1931–1943, doi  10.1007/s10803-008-0587-1
Term Work Plan 


Exam 1 (due Nov 2)


100 points


Exam 2 (due Dec 7)


100 points


Observations & Paper (Nov 30)
100 points


Seminar/Discussion Leader
  70 points


Class Participation


  30 points







400 points 

No Curve is Calculated; Final Grades are as Follows:

A
=
377-400 points

C
=
275-290 points

A-
=
355-376 points

C-
=
259-274 points

B+
=
339-354 points

D+
=
243-258 points

B
=
323-338 points

D
=
227-242 points

B-
=
307-322 points

D-
=
211-226 points

C+
=
291-306 points

F
=
below 210 points

Exams: Two 100 point take home exams will be distributed in class. Completed exams are due back on the dates listed in the class schedule. You may use your book and notes to complete the exams, but work must be done independently. Students are not allowed to collaborate or discuss exam questions with other students. Late exams will not be accepted without a documented excuse. Exams will be a combination of multiple choice and short essay questions. If you are not in class on the day that an exam is distributed, please see me to pick up your exam, or arrange to pick up your exam in the psychology office. Exams questions will not be distributed via email.  

Observations & Paper: Each student will observe and compare the language development of two children that are approximately one year apart in age. Students will write an 8-10 page paper summarizing their observations and applying material from this course. Children in the Teaching Research Child Development Center located in Todd Hall can be observed for this project. Paper requirements listed in a separate handout.

Seminar/Discussion Leader: Each student will lead a seminar/small group discussion during one class session.  Seminar description and requirements listed in a separate handout.

Class Participation: Class participation is a very important factor and will be strongly considered in determination of final grades. I expect you to come to class prepared for full participation (that is reading completed, ready to discuss text materials and assigned readings). I don’t attendance daily in this class, but will be taken on seminar/discussion days. It will be difficult to receive full class participation points if you do not regularly attend class. 
Extra Credit: You may receive up to 15 points extra credit in this class by locating, reading, summarizing and critiquing a journal article related to language development. Extra credit is due when you turn in Exam #2 on December 7th.  Extra credit requirements listed in a separate handout.

Course Policies for Psy 489
Office hours: Feel free to stop by my office, call me or email me during any of my office hours listed on the front page. If you are unable to meet during my office hours, I am happy to schedule a different time to meet. Feel free to send me questions via voicemail or email at any time. I do not check my voicemail or email from off campus, but I will respond to your message as soon as I return to campus. 

Handouts: Handouts are distributed regularly in class. If you miss class, check with a classmate or stop by during office hours to get missed work. 

Late assignments: Assignments are due in class on the dates listed in the schedule. Assignments received after class are considered late and subject to the following conditions: ten percent of the maximum points will be subtracted for each school day (Monday-Friday) that an assignment is late. For example, your paper and observations are due on Monday Nov 30th. If you turn this assignment in on Wednesday Dec 2nd it is two days late and you’ve already lost 20 points from the maximum of 100 points possible on the assignment.     
Absences:  Western Oregon University does not have formal all-campus rule regarding absences from class, but more than three absences during a quarter are cause for concern. Since our class meets once a week, missing one class is equivalent to missing a week. Absences will seriously affect your performance in this class. 
Dropping the class: Course withdrawals require officially dropping the class before the end of the sixth week of the term (November 6th). If you stop coming to class without officially “dropping” the class as described above, you will probably receive an F grade.  

Incompletes: To be eligible for an incomplete in this class you must be passing the class but lack one essential requirement, such as being unable to complete an exam or the paper. In addition, the reason for an incomplete should be acceptable (An illness would probably be acceptable, whereas a trip scheduled during finals week would probably not be acceptable).  See me for details regarding incompletes.

Missed Seminars: If you are unable to attend class on the date that you are scheduled to be a seminar/discussion leader, please contact me immediately and we will discuss whether or not it is possible to reschedule the seminar. As seminar participation is included in class participation points, students who do not attend seminars will not receive class participation points for that day.  
Collaboration, Fabrication, and Plagiarism:  You are free and encouraged to discuss your work on the paper, seminar articles, and extra credit with other class members. However, you should be careful not to work from the same outline or use the same phrasing in writing assignments. Be sure that everything you turn in to this class represents your own work. Students are prohibited from collaborating on take home exams. According to the WOU Code of Student Responsibility Section 574-31-030(1) the following pertains to academic dishonesty: 

Fabrication: unauthorized falsification and or/invention of any information or citation in any academic exercise (i.e., making up language samples/observations for your paper, falsifying references).  

Plagiarism: representing without giving credit the words, data, or ideas of another person as one’s own work in any academic exercise. This includes submitting, in whole or in part, prewritten term papers of another or the research of another, including but not limited to the product of commercial vendors who sell or distribute such materials, and the appropriation and/or use of electronic data of another person or persons as one’s own, or using such data without giving proper credit for it (i.e., turning in someone else’s work on a test, or someone else’s observations or paper). 
Any student who is caught fabricating, or plagiarizing, or collaborating on an exam will receive a 0 on the assignment and his/her name will be turned over to the Coordinator of Campus Judicial Affairs. 

Recording Policy: If you would like to make audio recordings of lectures this term please see me to sign an audio recording agreement. Videotaping and photography are prohibited. 
Respect Policy:  To ensure that everyone has a positive learning experience, there will be an atmosphere of respect and cooperation in this class. Respect in this class involves: a) Presence during the entire class period. Please arrive on time and plan to stay for the entire class period. I will start and finish class on time. b) Attention to the course material, the instructor and the contributions of your colleagues. Please do not use phones, text message, visit with others, read or study other materials. c) Be prepared to participate in class. Please come to class with your readings completed, and be ready to ask and answer questions. d) Listen to and respect the comments of others. Please allow everyone the opportunity to participate. 
Class Cancelation: In the event that I must cancel class, I will do my best to notify you via email prior to our class start time. Additionally, notification of the class cancelation will be posted at our class door. If class is canceled, please check your email to see how to proceed with coursework. 

Campus Closure:  If the entire WOU campus is closed for any reason (i.e., weather, H1N1), please check your email to see how to proceed with coursework. 

Psychology 489 Class Schedule

Date

Readings

Topic_____________________
Sept 28
Chap 1

Intro to Psy 460 and Language Development
Oct 5
 
Chap 1 & 2

Biological Bases of Language

Oct 12

Chap 3

Communication from Gestures to Conversations




Ladegaard & Bleses (2003). Seminar #1 led by Dr. Strapp

Oct 19

Chap 4

Phonological development: Sounds 

Oct 26

Chap 5 

Lexical Development: Words






Krcmar et al (2007) 
Seminar #2 led by students


Exam #1 goes home

Nov 2

Chap 6

Grammar: Rules


Exam #1 due

Nov 9

Chap 7

Culture & Cognition


Tardif et al (2008)
Seminar #3 led by students
Nov 16
Chap 8

Bilingualism
Nov 23
Chap 9

Language through school years


Bailey & Moughamian (2007) Seminar #4 led by students
Nov 30
Paper Due




Chap 10

Special Populations


Exam #2 goes home

Dec 7

Final Class  

Special Populations   


Exam #2 due

Language Development & Career Paths 


Extra Credit Due

 



Geurts & Embrechts (2008)Seminar #5 led by students
