Psychology 301W Extra Credit Requirements

Extra Credit due at Poster Session

Thursday December 9th
Early or late submissions not accepted 
In this class you may earn up to 15 points to supplement your final grade. Extra credit may be earned in a variety of ways as outlined below:

Option #1: Participation in research for extra credit. 

For extra credit you may participate in one or more research experiments conducted through the Psychology Division. Research that is conducted through other departments or divisions is not eligible for extra credit in this class (but may be in another class, so check with your professors). The amount of extra credit that you earn in a study depends upon the amount of time involved in participation. Typically for 30 minutes or less you earn 5 points, more time spent earns more points. To find out about research opportunities, periodically check the bulletin board outside of the Todd 106. If you sign up to participate in research, be sure to show up for the research. You must sign up to participate in a study in order to be eligible for extra credit in the event that the study is canceled. When you participate, be sure that the researcher gives you a slip or receipt to indicate your participation and the amount of time that was spent for the study (i.e., 10 minutes, 30 minutes, 1 hour, etc.) .  Please DO NOT participate in a research study if…a) you reviewed a draft of the researcher’s paper; or b) you reviewed an oral presentation given by the researcher.
YOU MAY NOT USE THE SAME RESEARCH PARTICIPATION EXPERIENCE TO COUNT FOR EXTRA CREDIT IN MORE THE ONE CLASS. (I.E., YOU CAN NOT PARTICIPATE IN ONE STUDY AND HAVE IT COUNT FOR EXTRA CREDIT IN TWO CLASSES) 

Option #2 Analyzing Published Research

Select one journal article from the introduction section of your paper. Be sure to choose a research article (i.e., it includes a study with a method section) and not a literature review article. Try to select an article that reports one study, rather than several. Be sure that you are able to understand the general results of the article. Make an extra copy of the article and include it with your answers to the following questions. Your answers should be typed on a separate sheet of paper and in your own words. DO NOT QUOTE FROM THE ARTICLE. Be sure that your answers are in the form of complete sentences and use APA referencing when appropriate.  

A. Abstract

1. Is the abstract informative and concise? Can you understand what the researcher did after reading the abstract? From reading the abstract, what is the researcher’s hypothesis?
B. Introduction

1. Briefly describe the topic of the research. In a few sentences, summarize the most relevant past research.

2. What does the author hope to contribute to this field? What is new about the proposed study?

3. State the researcher’s hypothesis or hypotheses. If there are no explicit hypotheses, what does the researcher hope to accomplish by conducting this study?

C. Method

1. Who were the participants? Were they selected in any specific manner or by any criteria? What type of sampling was employed? Were any participants excluded from participation? If so, why?

2. Briefly describe the type of research conducted to the best of your ability (i.e., experimental, correlational, naturalistic observation)

3. List all of the main variables of interest and indicate how each was operationally defined (how was each measured or manipulated). Be sure to identify which variables were independent (if any) and which were dependent. 

4. Identify any extraneous or confounding variables that the researcher did not consider.
5. Has the researcher provided enough detail for replication?

D. Ethical Issues

1. Consider APA guidelines. Did the participants give informed consent? Was deception used? If so, how were participants debriefed? Were the participants free from harm? 

2. Are there any ethical issues that you feel this researcher did not address adequately?  How would you address them?

E. Results

1. Explain how the results support or do not support the hypotheses.

F. Discussion

1. What are the major conclusions of the study?

2. How do the current findings fit with prior research described in the introduction section? 

3. Has the author jumped to any conclusions that are not warranted by the results? Has the author assumed causality with correlational research?

4. Do the authors suggest any theoretical implications of their results?  If so what? Discuss briefly whether or not you agree with their theoretical implications.

5. Do the authors suggest any practical implications of their results? If so what? If not, what practical applications can you see with this research? 

6. What were the flaws of this study? How might you overcome them in future research?

7.  To what populations would you be willing to generalize these results?  

8. What future research does the author suggest? If the author(s) do not make suggestions for future research, in your opinion, what should future researchers focus on in this area?     

Type your responses to the above questions and attach a copy of the article you have reviewed. For a complete article review, you may earn up to 15 points. 
