Psychology 489 
Special Topics in Developmental Psychology: Language 

Seminar/Discussion Guidelines

Look over the list of assigned additional readings. In class on October 5th you will sign up as a discussion leader for one article. The number of students allowed to sign up for each article will be determined by final class enrollment.

What should a seminar/discussion leader do?

Your main objective is to ensure that your group has an intellectually stimulating encounter with the article. You should extract issues, make connections to related class material, and raise discussion questions (and be ready to provide answers and discuss questions raised by other group members). You should not plan on lecturing to your group, as they will be responsible for reading the assigned article prior to class. You are responsible for preparing enough material for your group to spend about 40 minutes discussing the article. Ideally you should provide some thought provoking questions, and the group should spend time discussing them.  

To insure that you are on the right track and are preparing an outline that will facilitate discussion, you will email me (strappc@wou.edu) a draft of your outline by the Wednesday prior to your scheduled seminar (i.e. if your seminar is on October 26th, send me your outline by October 21st). Your outline should include possible questions, connections to class material, and other relevant issues you plan to discuss with your group.  By Friday, I will email you feedback for your outline so that you can make any needed revisions prior to your seminar. For the day of your seminar, make copies of your outline to pass out to group members. I will let you know the number of copies to make for your specific seminar.  

Your grade will be based upon submission of your outline draft, your revised outline, group discussion on the scheduled day, and the group’s evaluation of your performance. 

What should the rest of the group do on seminar days?

Each student must read the assigned article prior to the seminar discussion, and bring a copy of the article to class for the discussion. Prior to class, you should formulate at least 2 questions to ask your discussion leader. You will be asked to write down your questions at the beginning of the seminar. Be prepared to speak up, answer and ask questions. Remember attendance will be taken on seminar days and your group leader will evaluate your participation and contributions. 

Seminar Articles and Dates Sign up Sheet
To be led by Dr. Strapp 
October 12, 2009

Ladegaard, H. J., & Bleses, D. (2003). Gender differences in young children’s 
speech: The acquisition of sociolinguistic competence. International 
Journal of Applied Linguistics, 13(2), 222-233. 
To be led by students:

October 26, 2009

Krcmar, M., Grela, B., & Lin, K. (2007). Can toddlers learn vocabulary from television: An experimental approach. Media Psychology, 10, 41-63. doi 10.108/15213260701300931
November 9, 2009

Tardif, T., Fletcher, P., Liang, W., Zhang, Z., Kaciroti, N., & Marchman, V. A. (2008). Baby’s first 10 words, Developmental Psychology, 44(4), 929-938, doi 10.1037/0012-1649.44.4.929  
November 23, 2009 
Bailey, A. L., & Moughamian, A. C. (2007).  Telling stories their way

Narrative scaffolding with emergent readers and readers. Narrative Inquiry, 17(2), 203–229.

December 7, 2009 
Geurts, H. M., & Embrechts, M. (2008). Language profiles in ASD, SLI, and ADHD, Journal of  Autism and Developmental Disorders, 38, 1931–1943, doi  10.1007/s10803-008-0587-1
Seminar Leader Evaluation of Group Members’ Participation

Seminar Leader: _________________

Seminar Leader: Please evaluate your group members using the following scale:
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1
=
present but not contributing to discussion
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=
present and contributing, but unclear as to whether 




read the material
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=
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discussion, great questions or answers
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Group Member Evaluation of Seminar Leader

Your Name: _________________

Seminar Leader: _________________

Please evaluate the performance of your seminar leader based on the following criteria:




1
=
rarely or not at all




2
=
a little of the time




3
=
some of the time




4
=
a good part of the time




5
= 
most or all of the time


1) The leader was able to answer questions

 1    2    3    4    5

2) The leader asked thought provoking questions
 1    2    3    4    5

3) The leader stimulated conversation and discussion  1    2    3    4    5

4) The leader related article to course material             1    2    3    4    5     

5) The leader left me with a better understanding 


of the article                                                        1     2    3    4    5

Name: ___________________
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Seminar Gradesheet

1. Outline (30 pts)


Submitted on time


Thought provoking questions & issues


Related article to class material

2.  Student evaluations (30 pts)

 The leader was able to answer questions

 

 The leader asked thought provoking questions
 

 The leader stimulated conversation and discussion  

 The leader related article to course material                  

 The leader left me with a better understanding 


of the article                                                     

3. Group Discussion/Seminar Presentation (10 pts)


Stimulated conversation & discussion


Focused discussion of group, kept on task


Did not lecture to group
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Group Member Evaluation of Seminar Leader

Your Name: _________________

Seminar Leader: _________________

Please evaluate the performance of your seminar leader based on the following criteria:




1
=
rarely or not at all




2
=
a little of the time




3
=
some of the time




4
=
a good part of the time




5
= 
most or all of the time


1) The leader was able to answer questions
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2) The leader asked thought provoking questions
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3) The leader stimulated conversation and discussion  1    2    3    4    5

4) The leader related article to course material             1    2    3    4    5     

5) The leader left me with a better understanding 
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of the article                                                        1     2    3    4    5

Seminar Articles and Dates Sign up Sheet

October 12, 2009 To be led by Dr. Strapp 

Ladegaard, H. J., & Bleses, D. (2003). Gender differences in young children’s 
speech: The acquisition of sociolinguistic competence. International 
Journal of Applied Linguistics, 13(2), 222-233. 

____________________________________________________________
October 26, 2009

Krcmar, M., Grela, B., & Lin, K. (2007). Can toddlers learn vocabulary from television: An experimental approach. Media Psychology, 10, 41-63. doi 10.108/15213260701300931
1. ___Michael Bley ____________________________________________

2. ___Ben Fenison ____________________________________________

3. ___Dani McFarland __________________________________________

4. ____Anastasiya Makarenko ___________________________________

______________________________________________________________


November 9, 2009

Tardif, T., Fletcher, P., Liang, W., Zhang, Z., Kaciroti, N., & Marchman, V. A. (2008). Baby’s first 10 words, Developmental Psychology, 44(4), 929-938, doi 10.1037/0012-1649.44.4.929  

1. ____Michael Amsden _______________________________________

2. ____Kendra Kunze _________________________________________

3. ____Sara Soderstrom _______________________________________

4. _____Katharine Choate ______________________________________

______________________________________________________________


November 23, 2009 

Bailey, A. L., & Moughamian, A. C. (2007).  Telling stories their way

Narrative scaffolding with emergent readers and readers. Narrative Inquiry, 17(2), 203–229.

1. __Clayton Herman _________________________________________

2. __Ken Scheel_____________________________________________

3. __Emily Rulla _____________________________________________

4. __Kim Sheehan ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________


December 7, 2009 

Geurts, H. M., & Embrechts, M. (2008). Language profiles in ASD, SLI, and ADHD, Journal of  Autism and Developmental Disorders, 38, 1931–1943, doi  10.1007/s10803-008-0587-1
1. ___Justin Karr______________________________________________

2. ___Crystal Campbell ________________________________________

3. ___Joseph Lapke___________________________________________

4. ___Erin Bolen ______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
